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O
ur Photographer of the Year 2019 competition is brought

to you by Airlink, with a stunning prize provided by Klaserie

Drift Safari Camps. The competition has now closed for

entries and this week we will look at the last remaining

entries chosen for the Weekly Selection galleries. Keep an eye

out for the upcoming galleries in May as we announce the finalists and

eventually the winners at the end of the month!

The competition runs from December 2018 through to the end of April 2019,

and there is a great prize up for grabs! The overall winner, first runner-up, and

second runner-up (along with their partners), will experience the ultimate

private safari at Amani Safari Camp and the soon-to-be-launched Misava Safari

Camp, located in the heart of the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve, part of the

Greater Kruger National Park in South Africa.

Read about the safari enjoyed by the 2018 winners here.

There are four galleries showcasing this week’s Weekly Selection. To see the

other galleries for this week’s selection click here: Weekly Selection Gallery

2, Weekly Selection Gallery 3, and Weekly Selection Gallery 4.

“This highly intimate

image of an elephant

calf suckling its

mother is a

celebration of the

future of these

behemoths. He was

conceived, born,

raised to this stage,

healthy and well on

his way to becoming

a fully grown

elephant to partake

in the same natural

cycle of life and

propagation again.

This is surely a

celebration of success

in Africa. Although

the image was taken

in a national park

where they are

protected, to me, the

image is

representative of all

life flourishing all

 



over the continent

against very severe

odds.” – Addo

Elephant National

Park, South Africa ©

John Vosloo

Portrait of the King in

Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Mark

Fitzsimmons

“The primordial” –

Marine, a giant white

rhino with one of the

longest horns

around, somewhere

in Africa © Björn

Persson

A lion cub tries to

gets his mother’s

 



attention in Serengeti

National Park,

Tanzania © Yaron

Schmid

“After the rain” – a

zebra and her calf in

the Makgadikgadi

Pan, Botswana ©

Gerald Hinde

A young female

 



leopard walks in the

dry riverbed of the

Nossob River in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Willem Landman

A yellow-throated

longclaw takes flight

in Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Andrew

Morgan

A baboon at sunset

in Sabi Sands Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Janine

Malan

 



Gourma boys at an

initiation ceremony

near the Niger-

Burkina Fasso border

© Jesus Amunarriz

Agueda

A jumping spider

(Hyllus sp.) in a

folded leaf in Greater

Kruger National Park,

South Africa ©

Eraine van

Schalkwyk

 



The majestic male

leopard Maxabeni in

Sabi Sands Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Joni

Munsterteiger

Elephants pick up the

pace as they

approach a waterhole

in Etosha National

Park, Namibia ©

André Ligthelm

Spring flower carpet

in Tankwa Karoo

 



National Park, South

Africa © Riaan

Wolhuter

Ostriches chase each

other on the plains of

Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © India

Bulkeley

“Wise eye” – an

elephant up close in

Lake Manyara

National Park,

Tanzania © Serkan

Hussein

 



A bateleur in full

flight in Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa © Willie

van Schalkwyk

A giraffe grooms her

calf in Mara North

Conservancy, Kenya

© Yaron Schmid

 



Golden light in the

‘blue forest’ with an

impala, Mana Pools

National Park,

Zimbabwe © Artur

Stankiewicz

A leopardess on the

hunt in Sabi Sands

Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Prelena Soma

Owen

“Tuxedo bee” – a bee

rests on a piece of

vegetation in

Johannesburg, South

Africa © Prelena

Soma Owen

 



“Two worlds. Both

over and under, the

Bazaruto Archipelago

offers a unique area

to conserve and

explore. Here a green

turtle sails through

the clear waters.”–

southern

Mozambique © Matt

Todd

A mountain gorilla

rests in Bwindi

Impenetrable

National Park,

Uganda © Kevin

Dooley

Lions laze away the

morning in Sabi

Sands Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Garry Hafner

 



A wattled starling

with a dragonfly

catch rides on the

back of a muddy

wildebeest in Maasai

Mara National

Reserve, Kenya ©

Lakshitha

Karunarathna

“Ocean giant” – a

giant crown jellyfish

at Protea Banks reef,

South Africa © Pier

Mane

“A sun pillar breaks

through the clouds

from above and

almost points at the

rhino as the chosen

one” – Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Björn

Persson

 



“Just a plain image of

a mountain zebra

which is part of a

sustainable and large

population in the

Mountain Zebra

National Park. The

reason I took the

image was to capture

and celebrate how

they (as a species)

were brought from

the brink of

extinction to a

thriving population

today.” – Mountain

Zebra National Park,

South Africa © John

Vosloo

A bateleur opens his

wings in Kruger

National Park, South

Africa © Carol Barry

“While on a game

drive a female

leopard was seen

patrolling her

territory. We followed

her for a while. She

led us to a large

termite mound and

while taking

photographs of her

she called for her cub

and this

 



approximately six-

week-old cub

appeared from a hole

in the termite

mound.” – Sabi

Sands Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Daniel Koen

A martial eagle with

a helmeted

guineafowl in

Mashatu Game

Reserve, Botswana ©

Rudolf Hug

Two elephants at a

waterhole in north-

eastern Botswana ©

Jaco Beukman

 



“Marching forward”

– gemsbok roam in

the most difficult of

climates in Namib-

Naukluft National

Park, Namibia ©

Jandré Germishuizen

A young elephant

plays with the dusty

red earth with his

trunk in Hwange

National Park,

Zimbabwe ©

Michelle McKissock

“Queen with her

meaty crown” – a

lioness feasts on a

nyala bull in Sabi

Sands Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Ernest Porter

 



A bateleur comes in

to land by a

waterhole in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Willem Landman

“The Grevy’s zebra

illusion” – Lewa

Wildlife Conservancy,

Kenya © Yaron

Schmid
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“Best pillow in the

world” – a lion cub

rests with his mother

in Serengeti National

Park, Tanzania ©

Yaron Schmid

A sub-adult male

drill monkey displays



in Afi Mountain Drill

Ranch, Nigeria ©

Jonathan Mbu

Cheetahs sighted in

Madikwe Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Mark Milwicki

Textures on the back

of an elephant’s ear

in Kruger National

Park, South Africa ©

Ernest Porter



A glimpse of a lioness

and her cub hiding

deep within a bush

in Madikwe Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Alan Smith

Mark, the

magnificent

dominant silverback

mountain gorilla

from the Nyakagezi

group in Mgahinga

Gorilla National Park,

Uganda © Bronwyn

Hughes

Green pea spider



(Araneus apricus)

and prey in Greater

Kruger National Park,

South Africa ©

Eraine van

Schalkwyk

Chocolate Hill in the

limelight after 2mm

of rain in southern

Namib, Namibia ©

Sanet Rossouw

Up close with a

giraffe in Sabi Sands

Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Ross Couper



A leopard cub almost

disappears in the tall

grass in Samburu

National Reserve,

Kenya © Faraaz

Abdool

Giraffes and a

passing rain cloud in

Etosha National Park,

Namibia © Jandré

Germishuizen



A giraffe takes a

drink at a waterhole

in Zimanga Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Annemarie

du Plessis

“Tim, one of Africa’s

biggest and most

legendary elephants.

He is one of the few

remaining tuskers,

with tusks going all

the way to the

ground.” – Amboseli

National Park, Kenya

© Björn Persson

Hyena cubs compete

to assert their

dominance over the

group in Maasai

Mara National

Reserve, Kenya ©

Patrice Quillard



An African rock

python in Marakele

National Park, South

Africa © Keith Hol

“Pre-dawn with red-

billed queleas” in

Zakouma National

Park, Chad © Michael

Lorentz



“Garden of Eden” –

colourful soft corals

in southern Sudan ©

Pier Mane

A young female

leopard resting in a

dead tree in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Willem Landman

A cheetah descends a

tree in Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Mark

Fitzsimmons



A Cape sugarbird on

a king protea in the

Slanghoek Valley,

South Africa ©

Gideon Malherbe

Cheetah cubs spotted

in Kruger National

Park, South Africa ©

Chris Kotze



“In the herd – I

suddenly found

myself surrounded

by a large giraffe

herd when I was

lucky to get this

shot.” – Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Björn

Persson

“Mud and guts” in

Zakouma National

Park, Chad © Michael

Lorentz

A crab spider covered

in pollen in

Johannesburg, South

Africa © Prelena

Soma Owen



Cheetah brothers

survey the

grasslands looking

for their next meal in

Sabi Sands Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Ilze du Toit

The matriarch leads

the way while

feeding in Serengeti

National Park,

Tanzania © Jaco

Beukman

“Already hesitant to

cross the water, these

lionesses spotted

another lioness in the

long grass on the

other side and

stopped in their

tracks.” – Khwai,

Botswana © Willem

Landman



Aerial view over

Okavango Delta,

Botswana © Prelena

Soma Owen

“It’s my bone” –

Amboseli National

Park, Kenya © Tim

Nicklin

A long whip coral

forms a beautiful

spiral in southern

Sudan © Pier Mane



“Headless and

grinning, this was

the somewhat

gruesome sight of the

remains of an olive

baboon, hanging

from the mouth of a

male lion. This

encounter had a

primeval feeling

about it, a natural

sense of vulnerability

going back to days

when man was not

the top predator on

the plains of Africa

but rather part of

nature’s food chain.”

– Zakouma National

Park, Chad © Matt

Todd

A lilac-breasted roller

throws his lunch up

into the air in

Serengeti National

Park, Tanzania ©

Andrew Morgan

“This image attempts

to highlight two

precious elements of

the African continent

in a celebratory



manner. An elephant

in all his glory and

detail as well as

precious water,

without which the

continent and its

stunning wildlife

would simply not

survive – all set

against a bright and

hopeful background

of a rising sun over

Africa bringing daily

new and fresh

optimism.” – Addo

Elephant National

Park, South Africa ©

John Vosloo

Lion portrait taken in

Manyeleti Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Armand Grobler

“The soul of an

elephant” – Zimanga

Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Prelena Soma

Owen



A lioness walks down

a kopje in Serengeti

National Park,

Tanzania © Rahul

Sachdev
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Lion cubs look up at

their mother while at

a wildebeest kill in

Sabi Sands Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Daniel Koen

A young mountain

gorilla plays in

Bwindi Impenetrable

National Park,

Uganda © Avi

Dvilansky

 



A crab spider

(Thomisus

stenningi) awaiting

prey on a water lily in

Greater Kruger

National Park, South

Africa © Eraine van

Schalkwyk

A lion cub rests in a

euphorbia in Queen

Elizabeth National

Park, Uganda ©

Somdev Sen

 



“This celebrates the

miracle of

continuation of life in

Africa despite the

hardships in the

wild” – Mountain

Zebra National Park,

South Africa © John

Vosloo

A leopard tortoise

with a swarm of

brown-veined

butterflies looking for

moisture in

Mabuasehube Game

Reserve, Botswana ©

Hubert Janiszewski

“Wear and tear of a

buffalo boss” – Balule

Private Nature

Reserve, South Africa

© Angele Rouillard-

Sanders

 



Hout Bay on a clear

day, taken from

Chapman’s Peak,

Cape Town, South

Africa © Jaco

Beukman

A black-backed

jackal hunts Cape

turtle doves in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Willem Landman

Maasai warriors

watch on as the

women approach the

shores of Lake Natron

in Tanzania © Hesté

De Beer

 



“During this dive,

my eye was drawn to

what looked might be

the biggest red-eye

amphipod I have

ever seen. Looking

through the

viewfinder however,

revealed a far more

surprising discovery.

I almost forgot to keep

on breathing as I

watch a number of

these amphipods

working together to

hunt down another

critter. I always

thought that working

together like that to

bring hunt down a

prey was a behaviour

reserved to much

more developed

species. This frame

was captured after

they have brought

down their prey and

started to feed on it.”

– False Bay, South

Africa © Geo Cloete

“An old tusker

rubbing himself

against a lonesome

tree almost as if in

comfort or

consolation” –

Amboseli National

Park, Kenya © Björn

Persson

 



“To me this juvenile

lion illustrated why

he is known as the

supreme King of the

Africa Bush. Even at

this tender age his

attitude, pose, deadly

serious demeanour

and general attitude

are clear to see.” –

Sabi Sands Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © John Vosloo

A red-billed quelea

flock rests on a tree in

Ongava Game

Reserve, Namibia ©

Natalya Privalenko

Mount Nyiragongo in

Virunga National

Park, Democratic

Republic of the Congo

© Björn Persson

 



A group of zebras

stay close together for

protection as they

quickly quench their

thirst at a waterhole

in Amboseli National

Park, Kenya © Björn

Persson

A field mouse spotted

in a flower bush in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Charlene Bacchioni

An elephant herd

approaches a

waterhole in Etosha

 



National Park,

Namibia © Annette

Ligthelm

A female coot tends to

her newly hatched

chick, while

watching over the

sibling trying to

break out of its shell

at Zibulu Colliery

Hides, South Africa ©

Karen Blackwood

 



The landscape in the

Drakensberg

Mountain Range,

South Africa © Robert

Kaemba

A lion cub peers

through a hole in the

carcass in Sabi

Sands Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Prelena Soma

Owen

A hyena checks for

approaching danger

while feeding on an

elephant carcass in

Sabi Sands Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Gerald

Hinde

A Pickersgill’s reed

frog perches on a

plant on a farm in

KwaZulu-Natal,

South Africa © Ingrid

Sellschop

 



“If there is one thing I

learn time and time

again it is that once

you think you’ve

seen everything

Africa shows you

something mind

boggling. This photo

was taken in the

south of Namibia

while traversing over

some of the most

amazingly shaped

mountain series I

have ever seen.” –

Namibia © Jandré

Germishuizen

A Verreaux’s eagle

chases a pied crow in

Water Sisulu

National Botanical

Garden, South Africa

© Ernest Porter

A tree squirrel in

Kruger National Park,

South Africa ©

Wilmari Porter

 



Giraffes in Maasai

Mara National

Reserve, Kenya ©

Kush Patel

A swallow-tailed bee-

eater exits the

burrow after feeding

its young in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Willem Landman

 



The Elsa lion pride

makes a retreat after

attempting to stalk a

herd of buffaloes in

Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Rudolf Hug

A black-backed

jackal at dusk in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa © Mart-

Mari Duvenhage

 



A leucistic zebra

spotted in Olare

Motorogi

Conservancy, Kenya

© Yaron Schmid

Lions play after an

early morning drink

at a waterhole in

Etosha National Park,

Namibia © André

Ligthelm

“With only 400+ left

on the continent, the

Ethiopian wolf is

Africa’s rarest canid”

– Bale Mountains

National Park,

Ethiopia © Michael

Lorentz

 



A curious painted

wolf (African wild

dog) in Okavango

Delta, Botswana ©

Lori Denham

“Sailors from the

deep – a Portuguese

man-o’-war

(Physalia utriculus)

in the Atlantic

Seaboard, Cape

Town, South Africa ©

Geo Cloete

A pride of adult and

 



sub-adult lionesses

huddle tightly to

avoid the morning

chill in Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Lakshitha

Karunarathna

A mating pair of

lions captured in the

early morning in

Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Preeti &

Prashant Chacko
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“Baboon eyes” –

Diani Beach, Kenya

© Dori Hoffmann

An eastern lowland

gorilla (Grauer’s

gorilla) infant in

Kahuzi-Biega

National Park,

Democratic Republic



of the Congo © Sushil

Chauhan

“Karnak Temple

Complex – The

massive stone pillars

of the temple are a

testament to the

building prowess of

the ancient

Egyptians. One can

only imagine in

wonder what a sight

it must have been to

witness this

spectacle all those

centuries ago.” –

Luxor, Egypt © Kunal

Gupta



Tawny eagles clash

in Zimanga Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Annemarie

du Plessis

A mother leopard

stands up on a

mound calling for her

cub who she’d left to

go hunting in

Serengeti National

Park, Tanzania ©

Andrew Morgan

“In Africa things do

not always go

according to plan,

even for the largest.

This elephant

misjudged the

placement of the edge

of this waterhole

resulting in an

unexpected but

perfect and gracious

dive into the water.”

– Addo Elephant

National Park, South

Africa © John Vosloo



A leopard rests after

eating in Kruger

National Park, South

Africa © Janine

Malan

Up close with an

elephant in Sabi

Sands Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Ross Couper



A ground pangolin

(also known as

Temminck’s

pangolin) takes a

break between eating

ants and termites in

Namibia © Jacha

Potgieter

“A mother’s care” –

Madikwe Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Gerald Hinde

A mother gelada (also

known as a bleeding-

heart monkey) with

her young in Simien

Mountains National

Park, Ethiopia ©

Patrice Quillard



An egret preens itself

in Plettenberg Bay,

South Africa ©

Prelena Soma Owen

Giraffes fight for

dominance in

Serengeti National

Park, Tanzania ©

Erin Long

A black-and-white



colobus monkey with

its young (who are

born white) in

Naivasha, Kenya ©

Faraaz Abdool

A blue agama enjoys

the afternoon sun in

Keetmanshoop,

Namibia © Beata

Bettaglio

Spangenberg



A male lion stretches

out and rests in the

high grass of Maasai

Mara National

Reserve, Kenya ©

Björn Persson

A herd of zebra are

framed by hot air

balloons in Maasai

Mara National

Reserve, Kenya ©

Preeti & Prashant

Chacko

A defassa waterbuck

in Naivasha, Kenya

© Yaron Schmid



The mighty

Murchison Falls in

Murchison Falls

National Park,

Uganda © Patrice

Quillard

A cute baby Cape

ground squirrel

spotted in southern

Namib, Namibia ©

Sanet Rossouw



A Verreaux’s eagle-

owl (also known as a

giant eagle owl)

drinks from a

waterhole at

Zimanga Private

Game Reserve, South

Africa © Annemarie

du Plessis

A group of king fish

surround their prey,

silverback fish, in

Sodwana Bay, South

Africa © Pier Mane



A lion with a spotted

hyena in Sabi Sands

Private Game

Reserve, South Africa

© Willem Landman

Red-billed queleas

captured at a slow

shutter speed in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Prelena Soma Owen

A yellow-billed

hornbill with a bat

meal, shortly before

swallowing it whole,

in Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Hubert Janiszewski



“As I ventured out to

explore this tidal pool,

I never would have

guessed that I would

find a rocksucker

fish (Chorisochismus

dentex) hunting as a

subject for a split

level photograph.” –

West Coast, South

Africa © Geo Cloete

Vervet monkeys on a

roof at Tshokwane

picnic site in Kruger

National Park, South

Africa © Karen

Blackwood

A southern grey-

headed sparrow hops

between branches in

Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa © Mart-

Mari Duvenhage



An olive marsh

snake peeks though

the rushes in Khwai

Private Reserve,

Botswana © Jaco

Beukman

A close up of a

chimpanzee’s hand

after a rain shower in

Ngamba Island

Chimpanzee

Sanctuary, Uganda ©

Anthony Ochieng

A beautiful vulture

stretches out its

wings in the sun for

heat in Maasai Mara

National Reserve,

Kenya © Björn

Persson

An African fish eagle

with a tigerfish catch



at the Zambezi River,

Zambezi Region

(formerly Caprivi),

Namibia © Willem

Landman

A Cape fox keeps

guard over the den

on a chilly morning

in Kgalagadi

Transfrontier Park,

South Africa ©

Wilmari Porter

A baboon rests his

hands on a tree trunk

in Kruger National

Park, South Africa ©

Marijke Claassen

Lynx spider (Oxyopes



schenkeli) guarding

her spiderlings in

Greater Kruger

National Park, South

Africa © Eraine van

Schalkwyk

Grey crowned cranes

spotted in Maasai

Mara National

Reserve, Kenya ©

Lakshitha

Karunarathna

A hippo spotted in

the Chobe River in

Chobe National Park,

Botswana © Cheryl

Cranfield
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