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“L

isten”, says Jean, cupping his ears and staring at the distant
horizon. I listened. Nothing, except for that constant
muuuuuh muuuuh? muuuuh coming from the wildebeest
herds dotted around us, and the constant buzz of birds and
insects. Still I listened. Nothing. I looked at him and raised

a quizzical eyebrow.
“Exactly”, he said.
You see, the Serengeti can be pretty busy during the Great Wildebeest
Migration season, and yet we had been on safari for days without hearing a
vehicle, or seeing another soul. This was no private concession, we were in
Serengeti National Park. On one occasion, we had watched a pride of lions
hunting a herd of cranky old male buffaloes (more about this later) – no other
tourists present, despite this being prime tourism season. Huh?

We could see or hear
animals all day, every day,
of our 5-day walking safari
© Wayo Africa

It turns out that the Serengeti is VAST, and there are massive swathes of
wilderness that are far away from the roads, and therefore see no tourism traffic.
I have seen this during several flights over the Serengeti over the years – miles
and miles of open savannah dotted with rocky kopjes and woodland, and rivers

snaking through – but no roads or tourists in sight.
I was on a walking and fly-camping safari in these Serengeti wilderness areas.
Heaven on Earth.
When I say ‘fly-camping’, I don’t mean dig your own pit latrine, divine water
and find food. I mean comfortable, rustic tented camps that are either seasonal
(timed according to the migration movements) or they are set up specifically for
your walking safari. And there is a team behind the scenes to cater for your
needs while you make the most of being in paradise.

Clockwise from top left: 1) Giraffe are always curious, and will often approach
walkers © Wayo Africa; 2) There is nothing better than freshly-brewed coffee to get
your walking day started © Wayo Africa; 3) The Wayo camps are rustic but
comfortable © Simon Espley; 4) Breakfast is an important meal before a full morning
of walking © Simon Espley

One late morning, after walking since sunrise, the rising heat and aching feet
drove us to a huge fig tree clawing out a living on a rocky kopje with views
across the simmering savannah. We clambered up the rocks, to find chicken
wraps, chocolate brownies, cool drinks and mattresses set out in the cool shade.
Say no more.
Four hours of feasting and snoozing later, we walked the last hour to our camp
for the night. It was just us on that rock, with regular visits from white-headed
barbets and Fischer’s lovebirds as they plundered the ripe figs overhead. Some
in our party spent that time reading books or Kindles, some chatted quietly,
and others like me simply hit the snooze button. Could life be better?

Rocky kopjes make for

About those lions. So, we were

excellent early morning
coffee-infused ponderings

walking across a slope overlooking a

© Wayo Africa

riverine drainage line below us, when
we first heard their faint grunted
contact calls. Then we saw a few svelte
lionesses slinking through the dense
riverine shrubs, totally focused on the
hunt. We sat in the shade of a small
tree a few hundred metres away and
waited for the drama to unfold. The
lionesses ignored us like we were
wallpaper, though they did glance at
us now and then, possibly to make
sure we would not spoil the hunt.
Sharp eyes amongst us picked up the
dark shapes of several really large male
buffaloes lurking amongst the shrubs,
seemingly oblivious to the advancing
threat. We held our collective breaths.
Suddenly the silence was broken as the buff boys picked up the scent of the
lions and got the hell out of there, joined by several others that we had not
realised were mud-wallowing a short distance away. The cantankerous buggers
made their indignant departure (happily in the opposite direction to us) amidst
snorts, farts and bellows. And the lions simply vanished. Gone.
An hour later, while walking up a small valley that would crest with a view
over our next camp, we gaped in wonderment at the sheer number of animals
just across the valley, a few hundred metres away – good numbers of elephant,
giraffe, zebra, wildebeest, topi, hartebeest and warthog. In fact I cannot
remember one time during the 5-day walking safari that we could not see or
hear large numbers of animals all around us. At times when walking across the
flat grassy savanna, the herds of wildebeest and zebras seemed to part ahead of
us and reform behind us, like a magnetic force field.

Clockwise from top left: 1) Walking guides are required by law to carry rifles, but
seldom have to use them © Simon Espley; 2) Hyenas were curious about us, but kept
their distance © Wayo Africa; 3) © Wayo guide James points out circling vultures to
our party © Wayo Africa; 4) Hyena tracks in the mud © Wayo Africa; 5) Simon’s
walking crew. Walking safaris tend to forge great friendships and fond memories ©
Wayo Africa

One morning I was enjoying a quiet moment alone on the fringes of the camp,
mug of coffee in hand and watching a stunning red-cheeked cordon-bleu
waxbill scratch around for grass seeds, when a daring side-striped jackal
appeared out of nowhere and dived into the grass 10 metres from me. He
emerged with a tiny Thomson’s gazelle fawn in his mouth, and headed off,
dragging the screaming young thing with him. In a flash the fawn’s mom
appeared and attacked the jackal with diminutive determination. After a few
head-butts in the rear-end (those sharp little horns must have hurt), the jackal
dropped his intended breakfast and ran for the hills. Mom quickly escorted her
kid away, shaken but not stirred.
Life on a walking safari is made of these moments of magic, these packets of
exhilaration and of solitude. This is the “slow safari”, the true essence of
journeying.

Wayo Africa director Jean
du Plessis striding across
the Serengeti, his home
turf © Simon Espley

WHO SHOULD DO A SERENGETI WALKING SAFARI
These walking safaris are not the brief mid-morning stroll after your game
drive, offered by many traditional safari lodges. Rather, the goal is to cover a
good amount of ground, and to explore the vastness beyond the usual tourist
haunts. And so, you should be prepared to spend most of each morning
walking, and possibly part of each afternoon. The pace is slow, and the terrain
easy, but you should be walking fit.
This is not a route march, so every excuse to stop is taken – from bird-watching
to wondering at a spider packing up her dew-drenched web after a night of
hunting. And watching lions hunt buffaloes.

Clockwise from top left: 1) Walking safaris are about understanding the granular
detail © Wayo Africa; 2) Each day on a walking safari brings new experiences and
learnings. Wayo director Jean du Plessis maps out the day’s route © Simon Espley;
3) Burgers and beer for lunch, after a long morning walk © Simon Espley; 4) The
parallel rows of holes show that a version of ‘Mancala’ was played here. Mancala is one
of the oldest known games still played today – dating back to the 7th century © Simon
Espley

You will carry your own water and personal items for that walk, but of course
your kit bag and heavier items are left in camp, to be transported to the next
camp location. Blisters are the norm, and you will get hot and uncomfortable at
times. And did I mention the tsetse flies?
There is a game-drive vehicle based at camp, and so game drives are possible
during walking safaris – but the true essence of walking safaris is to, well, walk.

Indeed, Serengeti walking safaris are for those who want more than the
traditional lodge and game drive arrangement. That said, a combo of the two is
just perfect. After this amazing soul-food walking safari, I headed off to enjoy a
more traditional lodge-based safari, also in the Serengeti. Which did I prefer?
That is like asking whether you prefer the main course or dessert. The question
is what you want, versus what you need. The answer lies within you…

Walking safaris allow
plenty of ‘me time’ – food

SERENGETI

for the soul © Wayo Africa

Serengeti National Park, in northern Tanzania, comprises of almost 15,000 km²
of predominantly rolling grasslands, savannah, riverine forest and woodlands.
This vast landscape forms part of the unfenced Mara-Serengeti ecosystem that
spans Kenya and Tanzania and plays host to the Great Wildebeest Migration
and offers regular sightings of the Big Five (lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo and
rhino) as well as zebras, crocodiles, hippos, giraffes, various antelope species and
good populations of cheetahs and hyenas, as well as smaller species such as
serval and bat-eared fox.
The name Serengeti is derived from the Maa word siringet, which refers to a

“place where the land runs forever.”

Long early morning
shadows reach into the
distance as walkers head
out for another day of

WHERE TO STAY

exploration and adventure

Simon was a guest of Wayo Africa, who offer a number of activities across

© Wayo Africa

northern Tanzania, from canoeing to biking and walking. Using expert guides
and unique access they focus on remote areas within the iconic Serengeti,
Ngorongoro, Lake Manyara and Arusha regions. With only 30% of the
Serengeti currently accessed by tourism they prefer to operate in the
unexplored regions of the park, from their various permanent and mobile
camps that are located seasonally to either follow the Great Wildebeest
Migration, or to cater to specific client requests. The camps are simple and very
comfortable, evoking a feeling of adventure – from a bygone safari era. They
are termed “green camps” because every effort is made to tread lightly – making
use of solar power, gathered rainwater and compostable toilets.

Wayo camp sites are
off the beaten track
and often secreted
away in rocky areas
or under riverine
trees © Wayo Africa

The camps range from ‘classic’ camps (canvas bell tents) to ‘walking’ camps
(canvas dome tents) and ‘trekking’ camps (ultra-lightweight nylon tents).
Classic Wayo green camps:
The newly upgraded Wayo green camps comprise large square en-suite eco
tents on raised platforms. Simple luxuries, comfortable beds, crisp linens, low
flush toilets and classic bush showers ensure you can relax and wind down after
a full day enjoying the wildlife. The camps have a stylish central mess tent with
lounge chairs and a small library so you can relax in complete comfort during
the day.
Kogatende Green Camp is located in a beautiful area in the Nyamalumbwa
Hills in the Kogatende area of northern Serengeti. Set on the banks of the
Bologonya River, which teems with wildlife all year long, the camp is in reach
of the Mara River via a two-hour game drive. The camp is on the edge of the
wilderness zones, away from the hustle and bustle of other camps, cars and
people but close enough not to miss the crossings when they occur.

Left: Canvas dome tents used at ‘walking’ camps – set up to take advantage of
opportunist wildlife events © Wayo Africa; Right: The inside of a bell tent © Wayo
Africa
Banagi Camp is located in the central Serengeti area, north of the prime
Seronera area, and a convenient distance from the western corridor. The camp
is located on a small tributary of the Grumeti River, under large Acacia tortilis
trees. This stream has pools of water most of the year, making the camp very
active with wildlife all year round.
Naabi Camp is located under a stand of large Acacia tortilis trees in a beautiful

quiet area at the foot of the giant Nabi rocky kopje in the southern Serengeti
short grass plains, south of the prime Seronera area and close to the Ngorogoro
Conservation Area. The camp is open from December to March each year, to
catch the Great Wildebeest Migration as it moves through this area, but also
well-placed to be able to head further south, west or north to wherever the
migration is moving.

Clockwise from left: 1) Canvas bell tents © Wayo Africa; 2) Nylon tents used at
‘trekking’ camps – for tailored walking safaris away from more permanent camps
© Simon Espley; 3) This campsite is well-positioned for easy access to the plains ©
Wayo Africa

TRAVEL WITH AFRICA GEOGRAPHIC
Have a look at our migration safaris on offer:
• Serengeti Great Migration Safari (4 days or more)
• Maasai Mara Migration Season Safari (7 days)
Travel in Africa is about knowing when and where to go, and with whom. A few weeks
too early / late and a few kilometres off course and you could miss the greatest show on
Earth. And wouldn’t that be a pity? Search for your ideal safari here, or contact an
Africa Geographic safari consultant to plan your dream vacation.
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O

ur Photographer of the Year 2019 competition, brought to
you by Airlink, with a stunning prize provided by Klaserie
Drift Safari Camps, is now open for submissions!
The competition runs from December 2018 through to the

end of April 2019, and there is a great prize up for grabs! The overall winner,
first runner-up, and second runner-up (along with their partners), will
experience the ultimate private safari at Amani Safari Camp and the soon-tobe-launched Misava Safari Camp, located in the heart of the Klaserie Private
Nature Reserve, part of the Greater Kruger National Park in South Africa.
Read about the safari enjoyed by the 2018 winners here.
Get your entries in now and join us in celebrating Africa! Click here for more
details about how to enter.

A female leopard sits
atop a termite mound
at sunset in Maasai
Mara National
Reserve, Kenya ©
Krishnan Gopala
Krishnan

A baby vervet
monkey in the arms
of its mother in
Hluhluwe–Imfolozi
Park, South Africa ©
Anna-Carina Nagel

A dramatic

wildebeest river
crossing in Maasai
Mara National
Reserve, Kenya ©
Hesté de Beer

A leopard focuses
intently from the
bushes in Maasai
Mara National
Reserve, Kenya ©
Panos Laskarakis

Close up of a dancing
ritual for the bull
jumping ceremony,
Omo Valley, Ethiopia
© Cohan Zarnoch

A young adult lion in
the first rays of the
morning light,
Moremi Game
Reserve, Botswana ©

Fred von
Winckelmann

A hippo surfaces out
of the water at speed
in Chobe National
Park, Botswana ©
Deena Sveinsson

Gemsbok spotted in
the vast, open
savannah plains of
Namib-Naukluft
National Park,
Namibia © Vittorio
Ricci

A lioness moves her
five cubs to a new
den in Londolozi
Private Game
Reserve, South Africa
© Nick Kleer

A Himba boy eats the
scraps out of a big pot
in the Kunene
Region, Namibia ©
Hesté de Beer

A grey heron with a
turtle dove chick at
Intaka Island Bird
Sanctuary, Cape
Town, South Africa ©
Johan Mocke

An African wildcat in
Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park,
South Africa ©
Edmund Aylmer

A newborn zebra in
Welgevonden Game
Reserve, South Africa
© Shellee Kuypers

Salt caravans begin
their westward
journey after sunset
in the Afar
Depression, Ethiopia
© Hesté de Beer

A lioness makes her
way through the
water in Okavango
Delta, Botswana ©
Dana Kennedy

Up close with an
elephant in Madikwe
Game Reserve, South
Africa © Kevin
Dooley

“Watchful” – a male
leopard protects his
kill in Khwai
Concession,
Botswana © David
Harrison

An agama lizard
hones in on a bug
sitting on a lion,
known as Blackie, in
Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Patrice
Quillard

An elephant calf
suckling in Klaserie
Private Nature
Reserve, South Africa
© William Messmer
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An elephant with two
young calves in
Amboseli National
Park, Kenya © Kevin
Dooley

A priest welcomes
church goers into his
rock-hewn church,
Lalibela, Ethiopia ©
Hesté de Beer

A leopard shakes off
the rain in Kruger
National Park, South
Africa © Ozkan
Ozmen

An elephant calf
reaches up to take
leaves from its
mother’s mouth in
Klaserie Private
Nature Reserve ©
William Messmer

“Second to summit”
– climbing one of the
world’s largest sand
dunes at Sossusvlei,
Namib-Naukluft
National Park,
Namibia © Adam
Mitchell

“A face to grow into”
– a gelada (also
known as a bleeding
heart monkey) in the
Semien Mountains,
Ethiopia © Kevin
Dooley

A lioness eats from
an elephant carcass
in Chobe National
Park, Botswana ©
Andrea Mazzella

A ray of sunlight
filters through the
leaves illuminating
the eyes of a leopard
in Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Silvio
Capardoni

“Flamingo paradise”
– greater and lesser
flamingos feed on the
plankton in Lake

Logipi, Kenya ©
Andrea Mazzella

Two blue cranes in
conversation in the
Overberg, South
Africa © Kina Joubert

Celebrating the bull
jumping ceremony,
Omo Valley, Ethiopia
© Cohan Zarnoch

A lion approaches in
Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Dana
Kennedy

Two young Cape
foxes play in
Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park,
South Africa © Hesté
de Beer

An African wildcat at
sunset, Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park,
South Africa ©
Vittorio Ricci

Three elephant calves
are herded towards
the waterhole in
Mashatu Game
Reserve, Botswana ©
Janet Pitts

The first rays of the
sun reach the
dramatic scenery of
Deadvlei in NamibNaukluft Park,
Namibia © Vittorio
Ricci

“Texture” – up close
of an elephant’s ear
and skin, Kruger
National Park, South
Africa © AnnaCarina Nagel

A one-day-old giraffe
in Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Lauren
Cohen

A hippo charges
through the water in
Chobe National Park,
Botswana © Panos
Laskarakis
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A buffalo rubs up
against a fallen tree
in Madikwe Game
Reserve, South Africa
© Kevin Dooley

A red-billed oxpecker
and its host – a
warthog – have a
drink in Zimanga
Private Game
Reserve, South Africa
© Bruce Staples

Young lions at play in
Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Patrice

Quillard

Dune 45, Sossusvlei,
Namib-Naukluft
National Park,
Namibia © Andrea
Mazzella

A painted wolf (wild
dog) at the banks of
the South Luangwa
River above a colony
of carmine beeeaters, South
Luangwa National
Park, Zambia ©
Daniela Anger

A painted Suri girl in
Omo Valley, Ethiopia
© Hesté de Beer

Cape turtle doves
come in for a drink in
Mana Pools National
Park, Zimbabwe ©
Roger MacDonald

A lone spotted hyena
in Etosha National
Park, Namibia ©
Jean-Marc Surdel

Two baboons hold
hands in Kruger
National Park, South
Africa © Ozkan
Ozmen

A spotted eagle-owl
on a nest in a school
yard in Fochville
South Africa ©
Schalk Lombard

A lion descends a tree
in Tanzania © Kevin
Dooley

Members of the
Hamer tribe perform
the Evangadi dance,
Omo Valley, Ethiopia
© Andrea Mazzella

“King of the kopjes” –
a lion resting on a
rock in Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Dana
Kennedy

A Nigeria whitethroated guenon in
Okomu National
Park, Nigeria ©
Dolapo Adejumo

Up close of a crocodile

sunning itself on the
bank of Sunset Dam
in Kruger National
Park, South Africa ©
Tony de Oliveira

A Hamer tribe
woman and her
child, Omo Valley,
Ethiopia © Andrea
Mazzella

A cheetah mother
and cub at sunrise in
Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Krishnan
Gopala Krishnan

A playful lion cub in
Maasai Mara
National Reserve,
Kenya © Krishnan
Gopala Krishnan

A black rhino in
Tanzania © Licinia
Machado
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