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hortly after arriving at camp I was relishing a moment of

pure bliss, washing off the heat and the dust under the

best outdoor shower ever.

I was reminiscing about the short flight from cold and

foggy Cape Town to the hot, sunny land of beautiful Botswana. Filled

with a sense of freedom and oneness with nature, I thought, “Can life

get any better than this?”

http://travel.africageographic.com/destination/botswana/


I think that a genie was tapped into my musings, because a few

seconds later loud sounds of splashing water interrupted the

stillness. I quickly grabbed a towel and my camera and rushed out of

the tent. And there, right in front of my eyes, an elephant bull was

quenching its thirst in the Boteti River.

As I was admiring the graceful movements of this gentle giant, I

realised what an incredible privilege it is to enjoy such a special

sighting from the veranda of my private luxurious tent. This was my

introduction to this rustic camp called Meno a Kwena.

We now live in the selfie era, where the ultimate safari experience is

determined by how close one can get to wildlife, to snap the perfect

shot and post on social media. But isn’t the true essence of wildlife

viewing being able to observe from a distance animals behaving

normally?

Serene sunset views from camp © Meno a Kwena

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/


Clockwise from left: 1) In the footsteps of a giant © Ayo

Gospodinova; 2) A large elephant bull strolls across the salt pan

fringes © Ayo Gospodinova; 3) The lodge overlooks the Boteti River,

which provides some excellent wildlife sightings © Meno a Kwena

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/In-the-footsteps-of-a-giant-1.jpg


Later on, while I was sipping on a glass of ice-cold white wine, and

munching on delicious veggie samosas, camp manager Justin

Everingham told me the story of the camp.

In years gone by this area was frequented by legendary explorers and

crocodile hunters. Later it became a mobile safari hotspot and

eventually, in 2003, the foundations of this rustic camp were laid.

This is one of the few camps in the mostly flat Botswana that is

perched on the edge of a rocky clifftop, providing amazing panoramic

views of the river and wildlife below.

https://www.hphpublishing.co.za/blogs/news/kgalagadi-video?utm_source=Africa-Geographic-blog-stories&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Kgalagadi&utm_term=guide-book&utm_content=Kgalagadi-self-drive-guide


“The [Okavango] delta is a unique oasis and a paradise, but you don’t

get this view. To be up here, elevated, and to be able to look over

across the Boteti River that has so many stories to tell, is a privilege,”

said Justin.

All roads lead to Meno a Kwena © Ayo Gospodinova

http://travel.africageographic.com/


He went on, saying that “there’s a spirit, a soul and an incredible

atmosphere here. It’s the perfect way to get in touch with what the

bush is all about – it’s about respecting nature from afar”.

He was clearly echoing my earlier ponderings.

If you are looking for designer luxury, move on because this camp

will not meet your needs. Instead, Meno a Kwena represents the true

authentic bush camp experience.

“The bushveld does not define by class, it’s not posh and prestigious.

Raw authentic beauty is often overshadowed by overt luxury – it

loses its true essence,” said Justin.



http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-verandah-of-my-tented-room.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-camp-bar-and-dining-area.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-camp-lounge-area-1.jpg


Clockwise from top left: 1) The verandah of my tented room ©

Ayo Gospodinova; 2) A room with a view © Meno a Kwena;

3) Fireside discussions, to end another wonderful safari day © Ayo

Gospodinova; 4) The camp’s lounge area © Meno a Kwena; 5) The

camp bar and dining area © Meno a Kwena

The essence of this place is to quietly observe the comings and goings

of wildlife to the river below from your front row seat – this is the

“The Boteti River private show”.

You won’t get a personal butler or chef, but I can promise you that a

bunch of naughty vervet monkeys might try to open your tent to

check if you need anything early in the morning.

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://www.wildshotsafari.com/


The beds are dangerously comfortable – you might be tempted to

stay underneath the warm blankets and miss the early game drive.

Luckily, I didn’t. But even if you do, there is plenty to do in camp.

After a delicious breakfast cooked on the fire, you can wander down

to the floating hide to spy on the continuous wildlife parade, or relax

in the pool with a view, or simply grab a great read from the library

in camp.

Left: Everyone gathers around the fire to share stories © Ayo

Gospodinova; Right: Breakfast is served © Pickford/Meno a Kwena

On one such quiet morning, I enjoyed exploring all the small details

in camp, such as the old maps, photos, periodic decorations, and all

the crocodile statues. I also took time to park off at the fire and get to

know all the international guests and the friendly staff, hear their

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Everyone-gathers-at-the-fire-to-share-stories.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Breakfast-is-served.jpg


unique stories, and sip on the delightful beverages that flow so freely.

The camp is fantastic for children as well – it’s the perfect fortress or

a space ship where the little explorers can get to know Africa better.

One evening I overheard a conversation with a Californian couple

who came to Meno a Kwena with their seven-year-old twins.

Apparently the kids loved the place so much that one day they will

return to start a mokoro business.

My favourite aspect of camp is the staff – incredibly warm-hearted

people with a true passion about wildlife and nature. My guides

Kgabisi Bojosi and Mpaphi Dikaelo impressed me with their

knowledge, but also made me feel as if I have known them for ages.

The Tswana are known for their remarkable hospitality, but at

Meno a Kwena one really feels part of the family. Most of the camp

team come from Moreomato, a nearby village, and they know this

land like the back of their hands.

THE BOTETI RIVER

The camp communal area © Meno a Kwena

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/


This camp would not be the same without the mysterious Boteti

River, which is a magnet for wildlife in this otherwise desolate salt

pan ecosystem. The river starts its journey as an offshoot of the

Thamalakane River that passes through the town of Maun, en route

from the Okavango Delta to its journey end at Ntwetwe Pan – part of

the greater Makgadikgadi Pans system.

During a soothing boat safari on the river, Mpaphi explained that the

name Boteti means “something mixed”, because of the ethnic

diversity of the people living here.

Once, the Boteti was a life-giving force that provided a significant

volume of water into the pans. The flow used to fill the Mopipi Dam,

which is vital for a few diamond mines in the region, and supplied

the major grain-producing area around Sukwane with fresh water.

And of course the wildlife benefited from the fresh water.

From left: 1) The Boteti River, wildlife magnet and lifeline ©



Mpaphi Dikaelo; 2) The view of Meno a Kwena from the Boteti River

© Ayo Gospodinova; 3) This wooden tool is used by the Khoisan

people to indicate direction © Ayo Gospodinova

Between 1993 and 1995, the river started drying up – probably due to

tectonic movements that deviated the annual Angolan floodwaters

that feed the Okavango Delta (a 20-year cycle that researchers are

still trying to understand). As a consequence, wildlife populations

declined significantly. The management of Meno a Kwena started to

pump water so that wildlife could at least survive the prolonged

drought. Elephants, impalas and kudus were rubbing shoulders in

the scrum for water, and large numbers of zebras died.

Human-wildlife conflict also escalated (read more about the human-

wildlife conflict in the area here). Then, in 2008, the river suddenly

started flowing again, and there were celebrations all around.

THE ZEBRA MIGRATION

The Boteti River also plays a key role in one of Botswana’s best kept

secrets, the zebra migration – the longest land migration in the

https://africageographic.com/blog/fences-and-wildlife/
https://africageographic.com/blog/fences-and-wildlife/
https://africageographic.com/blog/botswanas-zebra-migration-africas-longest-mammal-migration/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/classic-botswana-a-mobile-tented-safari/


world. From April through to October, when the dry season kicks in,

this river is the only source of water in the region, providing a great

stop for the migrating herds. The scale of the procession, and the

optical illusions cast by so many moving stripes, can leave guests

breathless.

The camp name, Meno A Kwena, means “the teeth of the crocodile”

– a possible reference to crocodiles snapping their teeth at the

countless number of herbivores crossed the river at this point.

The timing of the migration is highly dependent on rainfall, but the

key period is usually during the rainy season – from January to April

each year.

THE PANS

Zebras on the Boteti River © Pickford/Meno a Kwena

https://africageographic.com/blog/botswanas-zebra-migration-africas-longest-mammal-migration/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/


One morning we embarked on a game drive to the Nxai Pans, which

makes up part of the great Makgadikgadi landscape. Signs of lion

spoor got my heart racing, particularly because a few of the guests

had apparently seen a large pride the previous day, but sadly for me

we did not see any of the big cats. We did, however, encounter

giraffes, elephants, zebras, kudus, oryx, a variety of antelopes, hippos

and both black-backed and sided-striped jackals.

I have always wanted to improve my birding skills and this was my

chance. I made a list to show off to my colleagues once back in office.

It included kori bustards, red-billed buffalo weavers, long-tailed

paradise whydahs, ostriches, secretary birds, southern yellow-billed

http://klaseriedrift.co.za/?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=Africa+Geographic&utm_campaign=Africa+Geo&utm_content=Africa+Geo


hornbill, capped wheatears, lappet-faced vultures, lilac-breasted

rollers, pale chanting goshawks, and many more!

We barely saw any other humans during our 12-hour-safari in the

pans, and I felt like this wilderness belonged to me.

The Makgadikgadi Pans landscape is the world’s largest salt pan

landscape. It covers an area of over 30,000 km² and is technically

not a single pan, but consists of many pans – the largest of which are

Sua, Nwetwe and Nxai pans. The Makgadikgadi Pans were once part

of the old Makgadikgadi lake bed – an ancient lake that is believed to

have covered as much as 80,000 km², and started drying up almost

10,000 years ago, leaving huge salt-encrusted pans behind.

The Makgadikgadi Pans National Park incorporates the western end

of Ntwetwe. At its northern boundary, it meets the Nxai Pan National

Park, separated only by the Nata-Maun Road.

Some camps, such as Meno a Kwena, will take you camping on the

Experience a salt pan sleep-out at Meno a Kwena © Meno a Kwena

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-163/soul-food-nxai-pan-botswana/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-163/soul-food-nxai-pan-botswana/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/


pans at night, once the pans have dried up after the rains – a truly

special experience. The flat, moon-like surface of the pans is like one

giant space auditorium, a natural observatory.

Another out-of-this world experience in the pans is to venture out to

Baines’ Baobabs or Kubu Island, home to gigantic baobab trees that

loom over the flat landscape. I am a passionate tree-hugger and to be

around these millennia-old baobab trees was a moment filled with

awe.

This was a spiritual journey for me – it is believed that these trees

assist with important decision-making. So if you have any life

dilemmas, this is the place to be.

Read about five reasons why you should include the

Makgadikgadi Pans in your itinerary

Baines’ Baobabs are a cluster of millennia-old baobab trees in the Nxai

Pan National Park © Ayo Gospodinova

https://africageographic.com/blog/9-fascinating-baobab-tree-facts/
https://africageographic.com/blog/5-reasons-visit-makgadikgadi-botswana/
https://africageographic.com/blog/5-reasons-visit-makgadikgadi-botswana/


WALKING WITH KHOISAN PEOPLE

I was eight years old when I discovered my passion for Africa, and by

my teenage years I was totally immersed in the rich culture and

history of the continent. I was the weird cat in my school in my home

town in Bulgaria – always talking about African tribes and rituals.

And so the chance to rub shoulders with the Khoisan people was a

dream come true.

I was beside myself when told by camp managers Tutalife and

Matilda that I was to get ready for a walk with Khoisan people. And

there they were – proud, humble people, with warm, genuine eyes. I

sat as close as possible to them, absorbing every click, every gesture,

every facial expression and every mimic. I felt a profound and deep

respect and connection with them from the get go.



Clockwise from left: 1) Khoisan people demonstrating their

hunting skills © Ayo Gospodinova; 2) Food gathering in the

bushveld © Pickford/Meno a Kwena; 3) Guests at Meno a Kwena

can experience a bush walk with expert Khoisan guides © Meno a

Kwena

As they all gathered around the fire, dancing and singing, I sensed a

deep longing in my heart. It felt like I am an endless wanderer who

has finally come home. For a brief moment, while joining them in

this ancient dance, I remembered something I had long forgotten.

We all kissed hands and said goodbye…

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Khoisan-demonstarting-hunting-skills.jpg


On the last night of this memorable journey, I was gazing at the

stars, standing on this incredibly special piece of land that protects so

many natural and cultural gems, whispering only one thing: “Thank

you!” 



ABOUT MENO A KWENA

Meno a Kwena is a simple-but-stylish explorer-styled tented bush

camp perched on a rocky clifftop above the Boteti River in Botswana,

bordering the Makgadikgadi Pans National Park. This elevated

position allows for wonderful wildlife viewing from your private

verandah, as thirsty wildlife slakes its thirst at the river below.

Meno a Kwena is a 90-minute drive from Maun, making it a good

option for groups and families looking for that bush break.

Accommodation

Meno a Kwena is not about private butlers and air conditioning – it’s

about making a genuine connection with nature and creating safari

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
https://www.klaseriesands.com/


memories.

The canvas lounge and dining tents are decorated with old-world

artefacts, books and trinkets – and a seemingly bizarre sculpted

crocodile. The communal area includes a rocky swimming pool –

perfect for cooling off as you watch the animals doing the same below

you. Accommodation consists of nine classic tents, perched on a 100-

foot high clifftop overlooking the Boteti river – and offering

wonderful ‘armchair’ game viewing. Furnishings merge classic safari

with locally-woven fabrics and colonial-style furniture – simple

fittings brightened by snippets of colour. All tents have fully-

equipped en suite bathrooms, and there are two new family units,

both with inter-leading tents, perfect for the kids.

Activities

Meno a Kwena offers game drives in the Makgadikgadi Pans National

Park, complete with bush picnics and chilled drinks. Also on offer are

cultural safaris and walks with the resident Bushmen, a cruise along

the Boteti River by boat (water levels permitting), sleep out under the

stars in the heart of the Makgadikgadi Pans and viewing the wildlife

at the river at eye-level from the floating game-viewing hide.



http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/meno-a-kwena-2.jpg


http://support.google.com/mapsengine/?hl=en&p=lite_browsers
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Salt-pan-sleep-out-sunrise.jpg


TRAVEL TO BOTSWANA’S TOP GAME RESERVES WITH AFRICA

GEOGRAPHIC

Have a look at our bucket-list safaris in Botswana on offer:

http://travel.africageographic.com/


• The Botswana Salt Pans ( 3 days)

• Okavango Delta (3 days)

• Desert & Delta (11 days)

• Moremi Magic – A Mobile Tented Safari (6 days)

• Classic Botswana – A Mobile Tented Safari (11 days)

• Delta Detox (5 days)

• Walking Chief’s Island (6 days)

• Cape Town & Okavango Delta (7 days)

• Three Rivers Safari – Victoria Falls + Chobe + Okavango

Delta or Khwai (7 days)

• Victoria Falls and Chobe (5 days)

Travel in Africa is about knowing when and where to go, and with

whom. A few weeks too early / late and a few kilometres off course

and you could miss the greatest show on Earth. And wouldn’t that

be a pity? Search for your ideal safari here, or contact an Africa

Geographic safari consultant to plan your dream vacation.

FLY WITH AIRLINK

The Africa Geographic team flies with Airlink, who offer multi-

destination flight options across southern Africa and a

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/botswana-the-salt-pans-3-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/okavango-delta-3-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/desert-delta-11-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/moremi-magic-mobile-tented-safari/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/classic-botswana-a-mobile-tented-safari/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/delta-detox/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/walking-chiefs-island-okavango-delta-botswana/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/cape-town-okavango-delta-7-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/three-rivers-safari-7-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/three-rivers-safari-7-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/victoria-falls-chobe-5-days/
http://travel.africageographic.com/
mailto:travel@africageographic.com?subject=I%20want%20the%20safari%20of%20a%20lifetime
mailto:travel@africageographic.com?subject=I%20want%20the%20safari%20of%20a%20lifetime
http://africageo.com/4855


convenient Lodge Link program, direct to popular lodges in the

greater Kruger National Park and beyond.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR, AYO GOSPODINOVA

I am a traveller in time and space with passion for Africa, wildlife

and adventure! I have been born and raised in Bulgaria but my heart

is moulded in the shape of the African continent. I came to Cape

Town after I graduated my Master Degree in Journalism in the

Netherlands and ever since day one I have been in love with the

Mother City. During the week I am a multimedia content ninja

delivering the latest updates from the African bush alongside with my

awesome team from Africa Geographic.

http://africageo.com/5054
https://www.flyairlink.com/?utm_source=Africa%20Geo%20Online%20Mag%20banner%20General&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Africa%20Geo%20Online%20Mag%20banner%20General


My greatest mission as a journalist is to portray Africa from the

perspective of its breath-taking wilderness, cultural and historical

significance, and the incredible people that live here. On the

weekends I praise the mantra “sun, sea, stars, mountains, and good

food”. But most of all, I am humbly grateful for everything that the

Universe sends my way.

ALSO IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE

TIMELESS ~ by Patrick Bentley

In his book, TIMELESS, Patrick Bentley presents readers with

seventy stunning black and white wildlife photographs from the

Luangwa Valley in Zambia, taken from the last decade. The subjects

of Patrick’s images are the iconic wild animals of the Luangwa Valley.

His photograph’s provide an insight into their uniqueness,

recognising their temperaments and individuality. Through these

images an observer cannot help but feel an emotional connection

with the magnificence of this region, where the untamed Luangwa

River and the valley’s fertile soils and lush vegetation create a wildlife

haven like no other in Africa. It is a place of unparalleled beauty and

dramatic seasonal variations, an environment that demands

protection.
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"TIMELESS is a book that fills me with hope. Such an important

emotion in the preservation of wild spaces, it is hope that drives

us on. Hope that despite the seemingly endless fight against the

destruction of nature, others will be inspired to join our cause and

that the Luangwa Valley and the magnificent animals that live

here will endure." ~ Rachel McRobb, Founder and CEO of

Conservation South Luangwa

TIMELESS is a large format fine art book. The subjects of Patrick's

images are the iconic wild animals of the Luangwa Valley. His

photograph's provide an insight into their uniqueness, recognising

their temperaments and individuality.

Through these images an observer cannot help but feel an

emotional connection with the magnificence of this region, where

the untamed Luangwa River and the valley's fertile soils and lush



vegetation create a wildlife haven like no other in Africa. It is a

place of unparalleled beauty and dramatic seasonal variations, an

environment that demands protection.

For every book that is sold, US$20 will go directly to Conservation

South Luangwa (CSL). CSL is a non-profit community based

organisation committed to the conservation and preservation of

the local wildlife and natural resources in South Luangwa in

Zambia.

The book's hard cover is wrapped in Cialux cloth, foil stamped with

the title and author's name and protected by a matt laminated dust

jacket. The seventy unique black and white photographs are

printed on 140 pages of 200gsm heavy weight, matt art paper. The

book was printed by EBS press in Verona, Italy, one of the world's

foremost printers of fine art books.

BUY THE BOOK HERE

http://www.patrickbentley.com/timeless


ABOUT PATRICK BENTLEY

Patrick

Bentley is an

award-

winning, fine

art nature

photographer

from Zambia.

He creates

images using

a variety of techniques and creative ideas to provide a fresh

perspective on the natural world, with a particular emphasis on

black and white, infrared and aerial photography, sometimes in

combination. The subjects of Patrick’s images are the iconic wild

animals of the Luangwa Valley, each one a character with a defined

role in his photo narrative of life in this unspoilt corner of Zambia.

http://www.patrickbentley.com/
http://www.patrickbentley.com/
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Contemplative

With her steady gaze, a lioness seems to contemplate the beauty of

the setting sun.

Timeless

Issue 214

03 Aug 2018
 In This Issue ▼

Publisher & safari company  Wildlife . People . Travel

       

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-214/timeless/ag-mag-gallery/image/timeless-patrick-bentley/


Picture 20 of 21

© Patrick Bentley

Across The Sand

With their legs still wet from crossing the Luangwa, a family of

elephants stroll along the sandy riverbank.
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© Patrick Bentley

Balancing Act

A feeding bull elephant goes bipedal for extra reach with his trunk.
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© Patrick Bentley

Blurred Lines

A Crawshay’s zebra in full flight.
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© Patrick Bentley

Connection

A tender moment between a leopard mother and her cub.
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© Patrick Bentley

Blurred Wings

Flying low and fast along the Luangwa River, cattle egrets head to

their roost.
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© Patrick Bentley

Geronimo!

A herd of buffalo stampede down the bank of the dried-out

Mwamba River.
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© Patrick Bentley

In the Ebony Grove

Filtering through the trees the winter sun warms a troop of

foraging baboons.
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Alert

All eyes were on a leopard making his way through the long grass

nearby. A second later and the herd of impala was gone.
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Leopard and Clouds

As a warm front fills the evening sky with clouds, a leopard

descends to the ground.
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Watchful

The unblinking eyes of a vigilant lioness.
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In Shadows

Asleep in the deep shade of a combretum bush a lioness briefly

opens her eyes to investigate the sound coming from my camera.
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Dust

A herd of elephants bathe themselves in clouds of billowing dust.
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Elephant Shadows

Following an ancient pathway, over 40 elephants make their way

across a vast expanse of sand.
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Wading Lion

At the break of dawn, a male lion wades across the shallow

Luangwa River.
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River and Skull

Curved horns on the banks of the ancient Luangwa is all that

remains of a battered buffalo bull.
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