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n 1874 Charles Darwin, along with six other eminent

contemporaries, wrote to the Governor of Mauritius and its

dependencies: “We the undersigned respectfully beg to call

the attention of the Colonial Government of Mauritius to

the imminent extermination of the gigantic Land Tortoises

of the Mascarenes, commonly called ‘Indian Tortoises’… No means

being taken for their protection, they have become extinct in nearly

all these islands, and Aldabra is now the only locality where the last

remains of this animal form are known to exist in a state of nature.”

This was the first time – but not the last – that the intervention of

scientists saved the Indian Ocean atoll of Aldabra. Now part of

Seychelles, and enshrined in 1982 as a UNESCO World Heritage Site,



Aldabra is home to the world’s largest population of giant tortoises,

and as Darwin noted, the only remaining natural one in the Indian

Ocean. Other Mascarene islands once had similar inhabitants; there

were giant tortoises on the granitic Seychelles, Madagascar and

Comoro islands; there were flightless birds on Mauritius and

Réunion. Humans failed them all.

But not here.

Described by UNESCO as a superlative example of an oceanic island

ecosystem, Aldabra is one of the last remaining such places on our

planet, a refuge of stability in a very unstable world. It is so isolated

One of Aldabra’s 15 residents entertains at the research station, located on the only major accessible

beach © Adam Mitchell



and so inhospitable to humans, one photographer called it “the

island that wants to kill you”.

In the late 1960s, Aldabra again came under the spotlight of the

international conservation community, when the British and US

governments considered developing the world’s largest raised atoll as

a military base. A number of scientists from the Royal Society,

supported by other scientific bodies such as the Smithsonian

Institution, mounted a protest, gaining public support against the

development (known as the “Aldabra Affair”). Eventually, the Society

was able to buy the lease to the island. A research station was

completed in 1971 and to this day a permanent 15-person research

team lives on the island. In 1979, responsibility for the protection of

the atoll was passed to a public trust, the Seychelles Islands

Foundation, which continues to manage the island.

The atoll itself consists of four main islands: Picard, Polymnie,

Malabar and Grande Terre.

Satellite image of Aldabra atoll © Google Maps



PICARD

The most westerly of these, Picard, is the only permanently inhabited

part of Aldabra. This has been the case since Darwin’s day as it

possesses by far the largest and safest beach, protected by the reef

some half a kilometre offshore.

Attempting landings anywhere else on the outside of the atoll, even

in the calmest weather, can spell disaster; some time in the 1920s,

the Lion, carrying 200 passengers, wrecked off the south coast, a

stone’s throw from the shore. All but 20 perished in the surf and on

the vicious rocks that line the coast. The few who survived the wreck

soon died of dehydration.

It is not only humans who made good use of Picard’s Settlement

Beach. Aldabra is one of the most important turtle nesting areas in

the region, and this beach is by far the atoll’s most popular nesting

site for green turtles. In fact, the turtle trade was the primary reason

why Aldabra was settled in the first place. This trade was not

unregulated and the lessee of the island was required to inform the

Governor of Mauritius of intended catches.

However, documentary evidence shows that in the early 1900s,

https://www.flyairlink.com/?utm_source=Africa%20Geo%20Online%20Mag%20banner%20General&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Africa%20Geo%20Online%20Mag%20banner%20General


lessees were requesting (and presumably granted) permission to land

a staggering 12,000 turtles a year – mostly nesting females and

mostly taken from this one 2-kilometre stretch of beach.

Clockwise from left: 1) Aldabra lacks the invasive predators,

artificial lights and beach development that plagues many other

turtle nesting beaches; 2) Only 50 years ago, turtles were almost

hunted to extinction on Aldabra, but now they thrive – the sight of

mating pairs off the beach is a common one indeed; 3) Aldabra is

one of the most important green turtle nesting areas in the region.

All photos © Adam Mitchell

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/32031875806_012781e290_k.jpg


These unsustainable practices continued until 1968, when a

Seychelles-wide ban was brought into force. By this time, turtle

populations had dwindled to a fraction of what they once were;

potentially as few as a thousand across the atoll. Studies in the mid-

1980s, however, showed a gradual increase in the numbers of nesting

females.

In the absence of human hunting and without the pressures of

invasive predators, beach destruction, and artificial lights that have

so plagued other nesting beaches, the turtles began to return in

increasing numbers. In 2016, some 5,700 nesting emergences were

recorded on Settlement Beach alone.

A true conservation success story, and one that shows that often all

that is required to allow populations to recover is not radical

intervention, but simply allowing nature to take its course without

human interference.

Hatchling turtles still face the gauntlet of natural predators both on the



POLYMNIE

Northeast of Picard lies the island of Polymnie – the smallest of the

main islands and the only one uninhabited by tortoises. No one

really knows why this is the case, but it is possible that they were

extirpated by human hunting.

Whereas tortoises are able to migrate across the channels from island

to island, the two channels that separate Polymnie – Grande Passe

and Passe Gionnet – have especially swift currents, slowing

nesting beach and in the sea, but far more of them survive their first days

here than in other places © Adam Mitchell

https://www.hphpublishing.co.za/blogs/news/vanishing-kings?utm_source=Africa-Geographic-blog-index&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Vanishing-kings&utm_term=Africa-geo-Vk&utm_content=lions-of-the-namib


recolonisation. In addition to these two channels, Passe Hoareau in

the northeast and the West Channels near the research station allow

Aldabra’s massive lagoon to fill and empty twice a day.

This lagoon is some 190 square kilometres – enough to accommodate

Manhattan twice over – but nowhere except the channels, scoured as

they are by the ripping currents, does it get more than five metres

deep.

The shallow waters and fringing mangrove forests are a haven for

wildlife. Hawksbill and green turtles cruise here in their hundreds,

threatened only by tiger sharks up to five metres in length; seabirds

and waders abound. Aldabra is also home to globally important

populations of crab plovers, red-footed boobies, and possibly the

world’s largest frigatebird population; it is one of only two oceanic

breeding areas for flamingos, and the blue-eyed Aldabra sacred

ibis (along with 11 of the other twelve landbird species) is found only

here.



Left: One of the research boats heads out from the station to fish.

No one but the resident researchers may fish near Aldabra, and

even then only in well-monitored subsistence fishing zones. Right:

Sharks are abundant here; the shallow waters and fringing

mangrove forests are a haven for wildlife. Both photos © Adam

Mitchell

Fish biomass is some 10 times higher here than in the granitic

Seychelles; the only fishing that is allowed here is closely monitored

subsistence fishing by the researchers. Sharks thrive here, and the

sight of massive giant groupers is common. At one of the regular

marine survey sites, divers are usually shadowed by Hank, a two-

metre long potato grouper with a fascination for diver’s dreadlocks.

Pods of resident spinner dolphins are seen on almost every boat

journey, and during the dry season, humpback whales and their

newborn calves pass by in droves.

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Boat1-e1530884021686.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Sharks2.jpg


Clockwise from left: 1) Aldabra is home to what is probably the

largest frigatebird colony in the world; both greater and lesser

frigates are found here in their thousands; 2) Aldabra’s mangrove

forests are exceptional; they cover some 90% of the lagoon coast

and are extremely important nurseries for turtles, sharks and many

other fish species; 3) The Aldabra bulbul is a subspecies found only

here. All photos © Adam Mitchell

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Frigate.jpg


MALABAR

East of Polymnie we find Malabar Island, which runs most of the

remaining length of the north of the atoll. Malabar was the last

stronghold of two of Aldabra’s endemic birds; the Aldabra warbler

and the Aldabra flightless rail. The introduction of rats with early

settlers, and subsequently of cats around 1900 in order to control the

rats, spelled disaster for these two species.

Although we cannot be sure of the reason for the decline and

eventual extinction of the warbler, last seen on Malabar in 1983, we

do know that the impact of these two invasive mammals (the cats in

particular) caused a precipitous decline in numbers of the rail. By

this time, the Aldabra rail was the sole remaining flightless bird in

the Indian Ocean, a region that was once home to such flightless

birds as the dodo, Rodrigues solitaire and Madagascar’s elephant

bird.

http://travel.africageographic.com/


Caption: Once threatened with extinction by introduced cats, an

extremely successful conservation initiative has helped the Aldabra

rail to avoid the fate of every other flightless bird in the Indian

Ocean. Both photos © Adam Mitchell

In 1999, cats were eradicated from Picard, and a rail reintroduction

program was initiated, which led to great success. In less than 20

years, an initial population of 18 reintroduced birds has ballooned to

over 3,000. The distinctive rising duets of these monogamous birds

can now be heard all across Picard and is to many residents the

‘sound of Aldabra’.

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Rail1.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/32172625763_a345114797_b.jpg


Left: White terns, like many birds here, show little fear of humans,

often hovering just a couple of metres away to get a better look.

Right: White terns lay their eggs on bare branches – a behaviour

dating from a time before introduced mammalian predators

wreaked havoc on seabird population across the region. Both

photos © Adam Mitchell

GRANDE TERRE

The largest of the main islands, taking up the whole southern and

eastern borders of the atoll, is the aptly-named Grande Terre.

Although Aldabra’s tortoises are found on Picard and Malabar (and

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Tern1.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/32142821104_aa77f06e04_o.jpg


also Ile Michel, the largest of the islets that dot the massive lagoon),

it is on Grande Terre where they truly make their stand.

As on many other islands, the lack of native terrestrial mammals

established reptiles as the primary herbivores. In fact, Aldabra is the

only place in the world whose ecology is dominated by a single

herbivorous reptile species.

Here, it is the endemic giant tortoises that have adopted this niche;

and giants they truly are, with a carapace on Picard Island reaching

on average over 1.2 metres in length, and with an average weight of

250kg (the heaviest recorded wild-living Aldabra tortoise is over

360kg).

For half the year there is almost no available drinking water for most of

the land animals. When the rains finally arrive they do so not a moment

too soon! If they are late, it can spell disaster. Such is the knife-edge of

living on Aldabra © Adam Mitchell



The impact the tortoises have on the Aldabran ecosystem cannot be

overplayed; an entire plant assemblage of over 20 sedges, grasses

and herbs, known as ‘tortoise turf’, has evolved alongside these

ecosystem engineers, and their dung provides food and fertiliser for

numerous other species.

Although technically herbivores, the harsh environment on Aldabra

means that resources are never wasted. Toward the end of the dry

season, these tortoises have been known to eat carrion, including the

carcasses of seabirds and even other tortoises (in a bizarre twist of

the childhood tale, Aldabra tortoises in an introduced population on

Cousin Island have been known to eat non-native hares!)

https://www.wildshotsafari.com/


Although very young tortoises are at risk from crabs, herons and pied

crows, after a few years they have no natural predators and when the

sun sets after their evening grazing session they will fall asleep where

they stand.

Since the cessation of tortoise hunting, they have only two threats as

adults: the sun, and sinkholes. As reptiles, tortoises must control

their body temperature behaviourally. If they don’t take shelter from

the hot sun in the middle of the day, they will literally bake to death

in their shells.

Because of this, shaded areas are often crowded with tortoises and in

areas with limited vegetation, they will pack into small caves, stacked

one of top of each other like nests of tables –  one such cave on

Grande Terre, with an opening five metres long and 1.5 metres high,

was found to contain over 80 tortoises! Windswept beach trees

regularly shelter over 200 tortoises. Trees and caves which have been

used as shelters for perhaps hundreds of years boast this distinction

with highly polished roots and rocks as a result of daily tortoise

traffic.

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/delta-detox/


The limestone geology of the island means that large, deep sinkholes

are commonplace and these holes will often be littered with the

bones and shells of tortoises who have fallen to their deaths, or who

were unable to climb back out having mistakenly reached too far for

overhanging vegetation.

Unlike the granitic Seychelles (the ‘inner’ islands), Aldabra was never

part of the ancient supercontinent of Gondwana, whose tectonic

migration over 200 million years ago left the granitic islands in its

wake. Aldabra is much younger, and at approximately 2 million years

old is a relative newcomer to the region. This comparatively short

time for colonisation, along with its isolation and harsh environment,

Much of Aldabra provides little shade from the baking sun. In such places, tortoises will use any shade

they can to avoid overheating, such is this huge driftwood log © Adam Mitchell



is reflected in its relatively low terrestrial vertebrate diversity,

consisting mostly of birds and bats (who were able to fly to the

island), and small reptiles (one gecko and one skink species) who

were likely brought accidentally on floating rafts after storms.

But the question might reasonably be asked: “How did the tortoises

get there?”

It would be hard to imagine a 200kg tortoise rafting on floating

vegetation, and surely they didn’t swim all that way? Well, actually, it

is likely that they did indeed swim. In 2004, a tortoise believed to

have come from Aldabra trudged up out of the sea on a beach in

Tanzania, having travelled a distance of over 740km. It was even

possible to estimate, from the size of the barnacles covering the legs

and lower carapace, that the tortoise had been at sea a minimum of 6

to 7 weeks!



Clockwise from left: 1) Coconut crabs are the world’s largest

terrestrial invertebrates, reaching 4kg in weight and up to a metre

across. Fights are vicious and their claws are strong enough to

remove each other’s legs, and could easily sever the fingers of any

human foolish enough to get in the way!; 2) The Aldabra kestrel is

one of the smallest and rarest raptors in the world, feeding largely

on small lizards and large insects, such as dragonflies; 3) Blue

pigeons are found in large groups, moving around the atoll to

where trees are fruiting. Blue pigeons and tortoises are the most

important seed dispersers on the atoll. All photos © Adam Mitchell

In fact, tortoises are fantastic island colonisers. As Darwin noted,

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Crabs.jpg


before the arrival of humans perhaps 20 species and subspecies were

present on islands in the Indian Ocean, not to mention the famous

Galapagos populations in the Pacific.

Heavy as they are, their lungs are located at the top of the carapace

ensuring the tortoise will float upright. They are able to survive

without food or water for up to 6 months, and their oxygen

requirement is so low that on Aldabra they have been seen to

apparently sleep with their heads underwater. These factors amount

to a perfect storm for a coloniser!

A very rare calm day on the southeast coast – landings here are normally exceptionally

dangerous © Adam Mitchell



Although a 3-day survey on Picard in 1898 failed to locate a single

tortoise due to over-hunting, their numbers have now reached a

healthy and stable population of approximately 100,000

individuals – the largest giant tortoise population in the world, and

approximately five times that of the Galapagos population. Without

these ecosystem engineers, the ecology of this unique island would be

very, very different, and without the legacy of protection initiated by

Darwin almost 150 years ago and continued by Aldabra’s protectors

today, the world would have lost one of its few pristine islands and

the only remaining home of these magnificent reptiles.

Aldabra’s history tells us that we can have a profound influence on

http://www.klaseriesands.com/


the trajectory of our natural world, both for good and evil. This is

particularly pertinent now as despite its protected status there is now

a new insidious threat to Aldabra. Large amounts of plastic debris

now wash up on Aldabra’s beaches from as far away as Australia,

India, China and Malaysia, killing birds, turtles, tortoises and marine

mammals.

In a world of rapid change, biodiversity loss, habitat destruction and

over-exploitation of resources we sometimes despair of there being

hope of a bright future. We wonder whether there are any places left

on Earth that have remained stable and we wonder what we can do to

protect and preserve our natural treasures. Aldabra is proof that with

enough willpower we can save Earth’s special places. But the ongoing

plastic threat shows us that the only way to truly do so is as a global

community.

High predator densities are an indication of a healthy marine ecosystem

© Adam Mitchell
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Moments ~ by John Vosloo

Celebrated winner of our 2017 Photographer of the Year,

conservation photographer John Vosloo continues to amaze and

astound with his incredible wildlife photography.
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John has a knack for catching moments in time. From a lioness

showing her displeasure, to a young elephant calf getting a time-

out, these snapshots into the lives of African wildlife is what this

gallery is all about.

Here we present a selection of some of his favourite photos that he

took in the Addo Elephant National Park and surrounding areas in

the Eastern Cape in South Africa, along with his thoughts.

 

ABOUT JOHN VOSLOO

  

“I have been involved in photography on

and off for the last 20-odd years.

Recently, say over the last five years, I

have become more involved with digital

and wildlife photography, which to me

has been a whole new concept and

approach to photography. My

photographic mantra is: ‘Let the camera do its thing, but let your

heart be the lens’.”

Some of John’s notable  accolades include fifth place in the

Getaway Gallery Competition (2016); Top 10 in Sunday Times

Wildlife Photographer of the Year (2016); winner of Africa

Geographic’s Photographer of the Year (2017); winner of Kragga



Kamma’s Wildlife Photographic Competition (2017 - open

category); winner of the PSSA Senior Open Division – winning

image (medal award); extensively published in SANParks Addo

Elephant National Park official guide; and extensive images

featured in the book The Last Elephants – to be published at the

end of this year.



Picture 23 of 23

© John Vosloo

"These helmeted guineafowl in the rain created an interesting

myriad of colours and shapes for me. The raindrop streaks can be

seen when using a slower shutter speed and the bright colours of

the guineafowl, coupled with their strange yet spectacular heads,

make for an interesting subject. But be warned, they are difficult to

capture on camera as they move about with speed and always

seem to do the unexpected. In the rain however, they do seem to
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slow down a bit, allowing for an easier target."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/50 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm

     

http://www.klaseriesands.com/
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© John Vosloo

"This was a very exciting image to capture as mother elephants

usually hide their babies out of direct sunlight to prevent sunburn,

so you seldom get the chance to see one drinking with enough light

to capture a decent photo – they are usually in the shadows by

their mother's side and one generally battles to get enough light.

"In this case, 1/200 sec and more than the usual light secured this
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unique image. On a bright day (as was the case in this image) you

can also get lucky with the sunlight reflecting off the ground and

up into the shadows – like a natural light reflector."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/200 sec ISO 640 @ 600mm
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Picture 22 of 23

© John Vosloo

"These two buffalo were photographed at the Spekboom waterhole

in the Addo Elephant National Park. Their joint symmetry whilst

drinking caught my attention and the artful curve of their horns

always make for a great photographic subject. They can be quite

cantankerous and one is always alert when photographing these

species at close quarters. Born with a bad attitude, these few

tonnes of fury can become quite a large problem in seconds."
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Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/250 sec ISO 1250 @ 600mm
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© John Vosloo

"I took this image of this lioness at Kuzuko Lodge (a 5-star game

lodge in Addo Elephant National Park) whilst feeding on a kudu

kill. Her aggressive mood and "stay clear" signals caught my

attention as they always make for a compelling and in-your-face

image, especially when cropped tightly as in this case. Those eyes

really say it all!"
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Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/100 sec ISO 800 @ 534mm
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© John Vosloo

"This Cape gannet was photographed on Bird Island in Algoa Bay

in the Eastern Cape. It is a highly protected island and hosts the

largest flock of gannets on Earth – about 65,000 breeding pairs.

"When they come in to land they tend to fly in a pattern, and upon

seeing or hearing their chicks they apply the brakes and literally

drop out of the sky on the spot (as in this image) – often to an
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aggressive landing crew where space is already at a premium.

"It is an absolute assault on the senses to be there and witness this

large flock and the vitality of life that it generates. An absolute

must to those who get the opportunity to visit as it is a life-

changing event!"

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/3200 sec ISO 500 @ 230mm

     



Picture 4 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This hyena with an antelope’s leg was photographed in the very

early morning in the Addo Elephant National Park. They are often

seen with a leg or a bone scuttling away to feed in peace and quiet.

They always seem to be on the move.

"Whenever you get close to one of these creatures it always amazes

me how much bigger they really are. They  really are very

Moments

Issue 211

13 Jul 2018
 In This Issue ▼

Publisher & safari company  Wildlife . People . Travel

       

http://johnvosloophotography.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-211/moments/ag-mag-gallery/image/sthelena_2000x575-general-copy_preview-2/


impressive killing machines when seen up close – precisely built in

perfect form and function for their purposes in every respect. All in

all, an impressive animal to see and experience up close in the

wild. At close quarters they always send shivers down my spine."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/320 sec ISO 1600 @ 380mm
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© John Vosloo© John Vosloo

"This huge elephant bull came down a narrow road towards me in

Addo Elephant National Park, and not wanting to make direct eye

contact with him I decided to photograph his feet, toes and trunk

in motion – parts of the elephant that is not always photographed.

This made for an interesting image and a thrilling experience at

the same time with a couple of tonnes of elephant moving past me

just three feet away."
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Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/500 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm

     

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/photographic-safari-kariega-game-reserve-may-2018/


Picture 6 of 23

© John Vosloo

"In the Addo Elephant National Park this little chap was getting a

bit out of hand and the parents simply put him in his place. They

pegged him down and calmed him in a peaceful, firm and gentle

manner – AND IT WORKED!

"These giants often do things gently but with firm purpose.

Perhaps that is why their family groups are generally well behaved
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and there seems to be a mutual respect between all members.

Some rowdiness is tolerated but when it gets out of hand it is

always dealt with firmly and with some finality and success. A

winning combination in a group where size most definitely

matters!"

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/400 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm

     

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/photographic-safari-kariega-game-reserve-may-2018/


Picture 18 of 23

© John Vosloo

"Interestingly this is the same crew as the other ostriches in the

sunset dust image when they were still small and part of a larger

group. These little ones always make for interesting photographic

subjects... if one can manage to stay away from their overprotective

parents – those eyes in the back of the photographer’s head are

really needed in this situation!
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"They are generally curious little creatures and if patient they will

move towards the photographer, allowing for some great shots of

their unique and interesting patterns of colours."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/400 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm

     

http://www.klaseriesands.com/


Picture 7 of 23

© John Vosloo

"I had been following these three ostriches from birth when they

were part of a group of about seven (only these three made it to

adulthood), and the older they got the more physical and

boisterous they became. I caught them one evening after a dust

bath against the setting sun in the Addo Elephant National Park

having a dispute and almost getting into a full-blown fight – the

lighting and dust was awesome and made for a great moody
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image."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/400 sec ISO 1000 @ 380mm

     

https://www.wildshotsafari.com/


Picture 17 of 23

© John Vosloo

"These two kudu cows, photographed in the early morning in the

Addo Elephant National Park, depict the grace and elegance of

African wildlife. Those prominent ears coupled with superb

eyesight do not miss a thing. Being super alert is their mantra –

nothing comes, goes or moves without them knowing. They are

hardy, intelligent, crafty and are not known as the grey ghosts of

Africa for nothing! They can disappear in a flash and are true

Moments

Issue 211

13 Jul 2018
 In This Issue ▼

Publisher & safari company  Wildlife . People . Travel

       

http://johnvosloophotography.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


masters of camouflage."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/500sec ISO 640 @ 270mm

     

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/photographic-safari-kariega-game-reserve-may-2018/


Picture 8 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This elegant cat photographed in the Addo Elephant National

Park (where he and his three brothers "broke into the camp" and

nobody knew where they came from) is always a privilege. They

ooze elegance and are just perfect in form and function to do what

they do best – hunt at high speed.

"In this case, his '1000-yard stare' caught my attention, with those
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eyes and ears picking up everything and anything in the bush. A

highly effective and elegant predator, and always a pleasure to see

and photograph."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/6400 sec ISO 800 @ 512mm

     

https://www.wildshotsafari.com/


Picture 16 of 23

© John Vosloo© John Vosloo

"This pretty little common waxbill was photographed in our

garden at a water trough we put out for them. Having a shallow

tray of water in your garden is sure to attract a variety of birds, and

can be utilised to create awesome images of the birds drinking,

bathing, feeding or fighting.

"Patience is the name of the game with precise focusing and honed
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techniques as they are very quick little birds to photograph –

always a challenge one enjoys rising to."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f6.3 1/1600 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm

     

https://www.wildshotsafari.com/


Picture 9 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This image was taken at Radical Raptors, a rehabilitation centre

for raptors situated between Knysna and Plettenberg Bay in the

Eastern Cape. This particular vulture is non-releasable, and is

used for educational purposes while free-flying around the area. It

was quite an intimidating experience, having a vulture of this size

swooping down into my face, but fun all the same."
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Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f6.3 1/5000 sec ISO 3200 @ 600mm

     

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/photographic-safari-kariega-game-reserve-may-2018/


Picture 14 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This elephant was blowing bubbles in the water at the Hapoor

Dam in the Addo Elephant National Park. Sometimes elephants

just seem to enjoy 'playing' with the water by blowing bubbles or

smashing it with their trunks or  feet in a spectacular manner. In

this image, the sunlight caught the water in such a unique way that

it looked like sheets of bubbled water, making for an interesting

'waterscape'."
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Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/200 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm

     

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/photographic-safari-kariega-game-reserve-may-2018/


Picture 11 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This Cape buffalo (AKA Black Death) had such an intimidating

stare that I was compelled to try and capture his mood and

attitude – always in a bad mood and always with an aggressive

attitude. Choosing black and white over colour worked well to

depict this dagga boy as the cantankerous tank of the African bush.

"It is always exciting to get up close and personal to these huge

Moments

Issue 211

13 Jul 2018
 In This Issue ▼

Publisher & safari company  Wildlife . People . Travel

       

http://johnvosloophotography.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-211/moments/ag-mag-gallery/image/large-magazine-ag-travel-generic-3/


creatures and never knowing what to expect. They just ooze

confidence, power and demand attention from all and anything

around them."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/30 sec ISO 640 @ 600mm

     

http://www.klaseriesands.com/


Picture 13 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This little elephant calf, taken at the Spekboom waterhole in the

Addo Elephant National Park, is still very young, with telltale hairs

still prevalent on its body. Under close protection from mom (as is

always the case!), this image depicts the size difference between

the two and really shows how big these behemoths can get as

opposed to how tender, small and vulnerable they are when born.
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"Baby elephants are always a great photographic subject as they

are playful and full of antics that can keep the photographer

mesmerised for hours on end. Always a great experience shooting

these little guys."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f71. 1/400 sec ISO 1000 @ 430mm

     

https://www.wildshotsafari.com/


Picture 12 of 23

© John Vosloo

"This secretary bird was on the hunt in the Addo Elephant

National Park. Their keen and alert approach is always interesting

to observe, but taking a photo of them can be challenging as they

are difficult to capture on camera due to their size and speed when

hunting. Therefore much patience and planning is required to get

close and secure a shot – this is helped by their rather predictable

hunting patterns and one can usually anticipate where they will be
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during their walking hunt.

"I got lucky with this shot as they are quite skittish and generally

do not allow one to get too close or allow much time for

composition and focus."

Canon EOS 1D MK4 with a Sigma 150-600mm lens (sport

version) - f7.1 1/2500 sec ISO 800 @ 600mm
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