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nvironmental photographer and filmmaker, Sam Cox,

explains his passion for teaching the art of macro

photography to international volunteers

through African Impact’s Wildlife Photography &

Conservation programme. The programme offers

volunteers the opportunity to gain practical experience in wildlife

photography while helping to raise awareness of environmental and

conservation issues in South Africa’s Greater Kruger area. Here, he

shares with us more about the programme and showcases a selection

of photos taken by his students:

“Macro is in a realm of its own when it comes to taking photos of

subjects, and it goes without saying that most of my photographers

gain a huge appreciation for this genre very quickly. One of the first

pieces of advice that I give my students is that it’s better to be on foot

than in the confines of a game drive vehicle, as you are able to

become more in tune with your surroundings. To be able to take your

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/


time while out on foot and notice the tiny lifeforms all around you, is

truly a marvellous experience!

INTRODUCING MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY

“

Showing off the beautiful patterns of a citrus swallowtail butterfly © Ali Sainsbury, African Impact

volunteer [1/1600, f/3.2, ISO 400]

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/


Before their first walk, we go through a presentation detailing what

macro photography is and, more importantly, the technical aspects of

this genre.

“For example, the aperture is generally smaller in order to achieve

maximum focus on the subject – a narrower depth of field often

segments the subject due to the close proximity. It’s also key to

understand that a low perspective is fundamental because this gives

the viewer a feeling that they’ve been thrown into the world of that

life form. A drastic and more personal change in perspective is what

can easily elevate a simple ant from the ordinary to the extraordinary.

 

mailto:blackrhino@rainmakermarketing.co.za


 

 

 

 

From left to right: 1) Playing with composition: A long crop

accentuates the form of the insect and the twig that it sits on [1/640,

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/LennarSchumacher.1.jpg
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Ingrid.Aminzadeh.1.jpg


f/5.6, ISO 500] © Lennar Schumacher, African Impact volunteer;

2) A lone beetle is drawn out of a cluttered environment due to an

exact depth of field [1/320, f/8, ISO 640] © Ingrid Aminzadeh,

African Impact volunteer

An active ant’s nest is a great place to position your camera and wait for

the right moment to capture a detailed photo © Ingrid Aminzadeh,

African Impact volunteer [1/200, f/11, ISO 320]

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
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“Beyond teaching new techniques and skills, it’s important that

their photos have an impact in the world in which they’re temporarily

living. The more we’re able to photograph and learn about a species,

the more we can teach and advise others, such as enthusiasts, trainee

guides and even local communities. Every aspect of photography on

the programme is aimed at making a big statement, and despite its

smaller focus, macro is no different.

“Every month, macro photography wins over a host of new

enthusiasts and it’s beautiful to see photos of dragonflies being

mixed together with other wildlife for critique sessions. It’s a

testament to the open-mindedness of the people who volunteer with
us.

http://wildshotsafari.com/


Clockwise from left: 1) Capturing a story or interaction between

species is always going to result in more dynamic imagery; even if

it’s a simple dung beetle working away amongst buzzing

flies [1/400, f8, ISO 125] © Yvonne Baeumch, African Impact

volunteer; 2) Macro photography brings out details the eye would

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Yvonne.Baeumchen.3.jpg


normally not be able to see, such as this wolf spider trying to

manoeuvre her egg sac [1/160, f/7.1, ISO 1000] © Yvonne Baeumch,

African Impact volunteer; 3) A foxy emperor butterfly stands out

amidst a sea of leaves [1/160, f/4.5, ISO 80] © Clara Ghorayeb,

African Impact volunteer

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/


THE BIG PICTURE

“After a volunteer has completed their time in the programme, they

The vibrant colours and patterns of some species are sometimes hard to believe, as shown here with this

marbled reed frog © Yvonne Baeumch, African Impact volunteer [1/100, f/8, ISO 200]

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/


can return home and very easily continue to apply macro

photography principles to other subjects – it’s a diverse type of

photography.

“The teaching of macro photography is one of the main highlights

that African Impact offers its volunteers. It continually reinforces my

own passion for this overlooked form of wildlife photography.” 

From left to right: 1) Dragonflies often fly off, but then return to

the same spot, making life easier when photographing them – if you

have the patience [1/320, f/6.3, ISO 100]; 2) Playing with

backlighting can add atmosphere and a different tone to your

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Markus.Walter.1.jpg


chosen subject [1/320, f/2.8, ISO 100]. Both photos © Markus

Walter, African Impact volunteer

DEFINITIONS OF CAMERA SETTINGS

https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/
https://www.flyairlink.com/destinations/flights-to-st-helena?utm_source=Africa%20Geo%20Online%20Mag%20banner%20St%20Helena%20&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Africa%20Geo%20Online%20Mag%20banner%20St%20Helena%20


Shutter speed (1/320, f/2.8, ISO 100)

The shutter is a mechanism on the camera that opens (to let light in)

and closes. Shutter speed refers to how long the shutter stays open.

This is calibrated in fractions of a second, or seconds. For example:

1/200 (one two-hundredth of a second) or 1″ (this denotes a full

second).

Aperture (1/320, f/2.8, ISO 100)

Aperture is the size of the opening of the camera’s lens. A wide

opening of the aperture lets more light pass through the lens to the

camera’s sensor, while a smaller aperture lets in less light.

http://www.klaseriesands.com/


Aperture is measured in f-stops (focal ratio). The lower the f-stop,

the wider the aperture, for example: f/1.8 (wide), f/22 (narrow). For

macro photography, a narrow opening (higher f-stop) is usually

used.

ISO (1/320, f/2.8, ISO 100)

The ISO determines the camera’s sensitivity to light. A low ISO (for

example, ISO 100) means that the camera isn’t very sensitive to light

– perfect for taking photos during the day. A high ISO (for example,

ISO 3200) increases light sensitivity – this is ideal for taking photos

in low light.

TRAVEL TO KRUGER WITH AFRICA GEOGRAPHIC

Travel in Africa is about knowing when and where to go,

and with whom. A few weeks too early or late and a few

kilometres off course and you could miss the greatest

show on Earth. And wouldn’t that be a pity? Contact

an Africa Geographic safari consultant to plan your

mailto:travel@africageographic.com
mailto:travel@africageographic.com
http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/sabi-sands-photographic-safari/


dream vacation.

GETTING THERE

Airlink offers a direct flight to Kruger National Park as

well as multi-destination flight options across southern

Africa and a convenient Lodge Link program, direct to

popular lodges in the greater Kruger National Park and

beyond.

http://africageo.com/4855
http://africageo.com/5054
http://www.wpgmaps.com/documentation/troubleshooting/jquery-troubleshooting/


ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sam Cox originally studied filmmaking, earning a BA Honours

degree in filmmaking before moving his sights onto photography.

Travelling to Africa since 1999, his passion for wildlife quickly

drew him to focus on photographing the diverse wildlife the

continent has to offer, and has seen his images published online with

http://travel.africageographic.com/safaris/classic-botswana-a-mobile-tented-safari/


National Geographic and Africa Geographic, with printed

publications in Travel Africa Magazine and BBC Wildlife Magazine.

Wanting to put aside work photographing weddings and events in the

UK for a life and career in Africa, he dipped his toes into the water by

volunteering with African Impact in Zimbabwe and South Africa –

using his camera skills to aid in conservation efforts. Since then, he

has joined the team at African Impact in the Greater Kruger National

Park as the Photography Coordinator, teaching wildlife photography

to international volunteers whilst also contributing to conservation

and local community-based projects.

     

Sign up to get our magazine stories

and most popular blog posts every week

https://africageographic.com/blog/newsletter/
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The Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year 2018

competition, brought to you by Land Rover South Africa, with

stunning prizes from Canon South Africa and Tanda Tula, is now

open for submissions and we have received some incredible photos

so far.
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The overall winner of the competition will receive a Canon EOS 7D

Mark II with a 18-135mm IS USM lens. In addition, the overall

winner, first runner-up, and second runner-up (along with their

partners), will experience the ultimate photographic safari at

Tanda Tula Field Camp, located in the heart of the Timbavati

Private Nature Reserve.

 

The most popular entries on Facebook, Instagram, and our

Website will receive a copy of our 2018 Yearbook – a stunning

selection of the past year’s greatest photography from around

Africa. In addition, five commendable finalists will also receive a

2018 Yearbook.

 

The following gallery showcases this week’s Weekly Selection. To

see the second gallery for this week's selection click

here: Weekly Selection Gallery 2

Get your entries in now and join us in celebrating Africa! Click here

for more details.

 

http://www.tandatula.com/field-camp
https://www.facebook.com/Africa.Geographic/
http://instagram.com/africageo
https://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/vote/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/photographer-year-2018-weekly-selection-week-17-gallery-2/
https://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-details/
https://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-details/
http://bs.serving-sys.com/serving/adServer.bs?cn=trd&mc=click&pli=23129104&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
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A zebra and an oxpecker in Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya © Yaron Schmid
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Picture 2 of 19

An inquisitive pangolin gets up close and personal in Tswalu Kalahari Private Game Reserve,

South Africa © Andrea Galli
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Picture 18 of 19

A Cape cobra in Robertson, Western Cape, South Africa © Tyrone Ping
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Picture 3 of 19

A leopard poses on a rock in Samburu National Reserve, Kenya © Thorsten Hanewald
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Picture 4 of 19

A lioness quenches her thirst in a reserve in Greater Kruger National Park, South Africa ©

Greg McCall-Peat (Instagram/gregmccallpeat)
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Picture 16 of 19

A malachite kingfisher launches into flight at Intaka Island Bird Sanctuary, Cape Town, South

Africa © Jeff Harrisberg
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A basket star in False Bay, Cape Peninsula, South Africa © Peet J. van Eeden
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Picture 6 of 19

"Hug with a cheek bite" in Tswalu Kalahari Private Game Reserve, South Africa © Linda Oteri
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Picture 14 of 19

A pelican comes in to land at Walvis Bay, Namibia © Limor Bahar
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Picture 7 of 19

"Chemistry" – a Suri woman and a school wall with chemistry elements in Kibish, Ethiopia ©

Astrid Bluemel
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Picture 8 of 19

A young pangolin walks towards the camera in Tswalu Kalahari Private Game Reserve, South

Africa © Linda Oteri
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Picture 12 of 19

African wild dogs in Selinda Reserve in Botswana © Andrea Galli
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Picture 11 of 19

Affectionate lion brothers in the rain in Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, South Africa © Johan J.

Botha
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Picture 10 of 19

"Bandit at 8 o’clock" – a rüppell's vulture observes the scene of a kill made by hyenas in the Ol

Kinyei Conservancy, Kenya © Olli Teirilä
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Picture 1 of 19

 

The Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year 2018

competition, brought to you by Land Rover South Africa, with

stunning prizes from Canon South Africa and Tanda Tula, is now

open for submissions and we have received some incredible photos

so far.
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The overall winner of the competition will receive a Canon EOS 7D

Mark II with a 18-135mm IS USM lens. In addition, the overall

winner, first runner-up, and second runner-up (along with their

partners), will experience the ultimate photographic safari at

Tanda Tula Field Camp, located in the heart of the Timbavati

Private Nature Reserve.

 

The most popular entries on Facebook, Instagram, and our

Website will receive a copy of our 2018 Yearbook – a stunning

selection of the past year’s greatest photography from around

Africa. In addition, five commendable finalists will also receive a

2018 Yearbook.

 

The following gallery showcases this week’s Weekly Selection. To

see the second gallery for this week's selection click

here: Weekly Selection Gallery 1

Get your entries in now and join us in celebrating Africa! Click here

for more details.
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"Hippo tongue" – a hippo shows off his immense mouth in Okavango Delta, Botswana © Willem

Kruger
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Picture 2 of 19

A leopard rests on top of a termite mound in Londolozi Private Game Reserve, South Africa ©

Willem Kruger
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Picture 18 of 19

A water monitor in Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe © Thorsten Hanewald
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Picture 3 of 19

A pangolin in Tswalu Kalahari Private Game Reserve, South Africa © Andrea Galli
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Picture 4 of 19

A lioness sleeps in Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, South Africa © Willem Kruger
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A cape fur seal at Walvis Bay, Namibia © Limor Bahar
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Picture 15 of 19

Hide and seek with a spotted eagle-owl (rufus form) in the middle of the day in the Namib

desert, Namibia © Panos Laskarakis
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Picture 6 of 19

A timeless moment with a leopard cub in Serengeti National Park, Tanzania © Harriet du Toit

(Instagram/dutoitharriet)
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Storm clouds and light play over the Sani Pass, Drakensberg South Africa © Kina Joubert

Photographer of the Year 2018 Weekly Selection: Week 17: Gallery 2

Issue 196

30 Mar 2018
In This Issue ▼

Publisher & safari company Wildlife . People . Travel

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-196/photographer-year-2018-weekly-selection-week-17-gallery-2/ag-mag-gallery/image/bradys-banner-2000x575-10/
http://bs.serving-sys.com/serving/adServer.bs?cn=trd&mc=click&pli=23129104&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]


Picture 7 of 19

"Giant walking" in Kruger National Park, South Africa © Bernhard Bekker
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Picture 8 of 19

Hiking the Big Daddy dune in Namib-Naukluft National Park, Namibia © Mark Timmermans
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A red velvet mite shows up after the rain in Namibia © Jessica Sack
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"Dreamy" – a Suri boy in Kibish, Ethiopia © Astrid Bluemel

Photographer of the Year 2018 Weekly Selection: Week 17: Gallery 2

Issue 196

30 Mar 2018
In This Issue ▼

Publisher & safari company Wildlife . People . Travel

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://bs.serving-sys.com/serving/adServer.bs?cn=trd&mc=click&pli=23129104&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]


Picture 10 of 19

Wild dog pups join the adults on a hunt in Laikipia, Kenya © Teresa Nel
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