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Santa's wild helpers wish you a Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa Claus,

   

We’ve been on our best behaviour this year, and we hope that

you’ll notice this when you’re making your list and checking it
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twice before you make your rounds tomorrow night.

   

As lovers of all things Africa, a few things in particular have caught

our eye. Our wish list could go on but we don’t want to be too

greedy. All we want for Christmas is any of these gifts from across

our fair continent – you’ll notice that some gifts just keep on

giving while other gifts are simply just too good to start the new

year without.

   

Oh, and helping us to protect, preserve and conserve our Mother

Continent's wild and special places, people and wildife would be

great too!

   

Thank you, old Saint Nick!

Sincerely,

The Africa Geographic Team x

 

Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!

   

Navigation: Click on the 'Next’ or ‘Back’ buttons above

each image to view the gift gallery. Come Sunday we

hope that you may be opening some of these too. And if

your grandma has bought you yet another ugly jumper,

don’t fret because you can still treat yourself to these

come Boxing Day. After all, you’ve been so good!
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Support sustainable entrepreneurship with Trash 2 Treasure

Get crafty with Trash2Treasure

Trash 2 Treasure is a crafting initiative of non-profit organisation
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Nourish (part of its Community Business Incubator project) that

focuses on sustainable entrepreneurship opportunities for women

and men in rural communities.

Their aim is to assist crafters in refining their skills, and enable

them to make a livelihood from utilising waste and their age-old

skills to create beautiful art and craft works.

A positive by-product of this initiative is that recycling happens at

a grassroots level through seeing waste as resource. Their focus in

rural communities marginalised around the boundaries of the

greater Kruger National Park means that they are aimed at making

tourism and tourism-spend locally relevant to these villages. Here,

their income can come directly from conservation tourism and

thus the beautiful link begins - that as we break the poverty cycle,

and make tourism important in these communities, the value of

conservation tourism to these communities becomes understood.

Through this initiative, poaching will also be flagged as being a

danger to their sustainable entrepreneurship and incomes. This is

their two-fold goal: to fight poaching and poverty through their

community crafting initiative.

Trash 2 Treasure products are available online and they accept

donations too!

http://www.nourish.org.za/
http://nourish-org-za.mysupadupa.com/
http://www.nourish.org.za/donate.php


◄ Back Next ►
Picture 2 of 18

Help crowdfund a documentary with the ©STROOP calendar

Crowdfunding with STROOP

After numerous requests from their legion of social media fans,

award winning filmmakers Bonné de Bod and Susan Scott have

just released their 2017 STROOP calendar.

STROOP is South Africa's own crowd-funded documentary film on

the rhino poaching crisis, still in production and due for release in

2017. The images from the calendar were taken in the field during
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filming of this highly anticipated documentary.

Images in the calendar are surprisingly uplifting and positive...

urging us to notice full moon periods so we keep those at the

forefront in our minds and each month is themed with reflections

from the field. The filmmakers need help to finish their film and

proceeds from the calendar go to helping pay production costs.

The high-quality A3 calendar sells for R199 and all orders for

delivery in South Africa are couriered free of charge for orders of

two or more calendars.

Buy your calendar here:

For South African deliveries: Click here

For International deliveries: Click here

http://igobooks.co.za/product/stationerygift/stroop-calendar
http://www.sdbfilms.com/product-page/66aec94d-2d89-1ef5-00fc-012a55467942
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Hear the call of a lion in the wild with SANParks ©Simon Espley

SANParks Ringtones

What better way to experience the enchanting calls of the wild

than to have them accessible to you wherever you are?

SANParks ringtones are a great way to indulge in your favourite
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sounds of the African bush and to stimulate your imagination -

allow the dreams of your next special bush holiday to flow!

Not only are they fun for the whole family - they're also a great

way to support SANParks conservation efforts. At a mere R15 each,

or a bundle of R5 for R50 - how can you resist inviting the calls of

the wild closer to you?

Who knows, they may be your inspiration to get out into South

Africa's magnificent national parks and experience the

mezmerising calls of the wild for yourself.

http://www.sanparks.org/
https://www.porini.com/kenya/safari-tours-kenya/recommended-safaris/twiga-safari/
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White, red or rosé - the choice is yours! ©Rhino Tears

Rhino Tears Wine

The Rhino Tears range of wines, from the Mt Vernon Estate in

Cape Town, donates proceeds from every bottle sold to be used in

the war against rhino poaching within South Africa’s national

Christmas 2016

http://www.rhinotears.co.za/
http://www.rhinotears.co.za/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


parks (SANParks). Since their launch in 2014 they have already

contributed over R1million to the cause.

The idea for the wine came about when Mt Vernon MD, John

Hooper, met with John Turner, Chairman of the SANParks

Honorary Rangers Conservation Services Unit, and Andre Nel,

owner of The Hat & Creek restaurants in Hoedspruit and

Phalaborwa. After spending a couple of days with the field rangers

at the Kruger Wilderness Experience bush camp in the Kruger

National Park, the idea for a wine that could raise money for anti-

poaching efforts was developed.

Hooper realised that he needed to create a good quality wine that

wine lovers around the world could appreciate. However, an

important point to consider was selling a wine that people would

buy often and could enjoy immediately, as this would mean more

for anti-poaching than a wine that was stored in a cellar for years

before drinking. The result is a good red blend made from shiraz,

cabernet sauvignon and pinotage that allows for easy drinking and

appeals to all levels of palate. The white is a delightful fruit-driven

chenin blanc, suitable for enjoyment at all occasions. The sweet

rosé, which is the latest addition to the brand, is a shiraz, cabernet

sauvignon, pinotage and chenin blanc blend, with a tropical fruit

on the nose and palate.

Rhino Tears wine is available for purchase in major retailers

around the country. It can also ordered online. It sells at around

ZAR55 per bottle, and ZAR15 from each bottle goes directly to

SANParks Honorary Rangers. Wine lovers can be confident that

100% of the funds raised through sales of Rhino Tears are used for

anti-poaching projects in SANParks.

http://www.sanparksvolunteers.org/
http://www.sanparksvolunteers.org/
http://www.rhinotears.co.za/
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Funkify your gadgets this Christmas with ©Joie d'Vivre

Camera and binocular straps from Joie d'Vivre

Joie d' Vivre (established in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa in 2012)

is a local brand that creates artisan leather camera, binocular,

guitar and waist slings for each and every type of individual.

The slings are curated in Durban from a variety of trendy fabrics
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and local leathers. The goal is to celebrate the individual behind

the camera by allowing that person to represent who they are

through a design that suits their style.

Slings start from R450 each (incl 2-3 business day delivery to your

door) and 5% of this goes to supporting tertiary education in South

Africa.

To enquire, contact founder Courtenay Thatcher.

mailto:courtsthatcher@gmail.com
https://www.porini.com/kenya/safari-tours-kenya/recommended-safaris/twiga-safari/
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Explore South Africa's Wildest Places from the comfort of your living room ©Scott Ramsay

Discover the true wilderness of South Africa with Scott

Ramsay's book

Scott Ramsay is one of Africa's true wilderness adventurers and

explorers. He believes that in wild places, basic truths emerge. In

his opinion, these basic truths are:

"We are all one. We are all connected. We are a tiny part of a much

larger web of life. Our commonalities with each other and other

living creatures far outweigh our differences. We need to pay

respect to each other and to nature, on which we depend totally.

We need to fall in love again with beauty and wildness and the

community of life. Not just for our survival, but for our happiness."

Through his dedication and passion for celebrating our treasured

wilderness, Scott has spent years travelling extensively within

South Africa's national parks and wild places and spaces.

Now, for the first time ever, a photographic coffee-table book

celebrates South Africa’s finest national parks and nature reserves.

South Africa’s Wildest Places by Scott Ramsay features 30 of the

country’s most special protected areas, including all 19 national

parks and 11 provincial reserves. This is the ultimate photographic

reference for the country’s famous natural heritage, it’s diverse

wildlife and it’s awe-inspiring scenery.

It's the perfect Christmas gift to spread the love and inspiration for

celebrating one of Africa's gems with those close to you.

https://www.lovewildafrica.com/product/south-africas-wildest-places-book/
https://www.lovewildafrica.com/
https://www.lovewildafrica.com/
https://www.lovewildafrica.com/product/south-africas-wildest-places-book/
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Donate to The Rhinos Are Coming and get one of these handcrafted notebooks ©Eco Africa

The Rhinos Are Coming

This unique style of artistic fundraising is coming to the City of

Cape Town in 2017! The concept is based on a tried and tested

model of fundraising using uniquely designed animals to light up

cities with impeccable outdoor art and raise funds for worthy
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causes.

Renowned Cape Town designer Janice Ashby is bringing The

Rhinos Are Coming to Cape Town in 2017 to raise funds for the

protection of our precious rhinos.

By donating to their Thundafund crowdfunding campaign, TRAC

will reward you with a gift of your choice relative to the amount of

your donation. For R500 towards a great cause, you will receive a

choice of these lovely PLAYFUL AFRICA hand-crafted journals

made locally by Eco Africa.

This is a great way to buy a gift for yourself, family or friends while

supporting a worthy conservation cause!

http://therhinosarecoming.org/everweb/about.html
http://therhinosarecoming.org/everweb/about.html
https://www.thundafund.com/project/TRAC
http://www.ecoafricapapercraft.org/ECO_AFRICA_PAPERCRAFT/HOME_PAGE.html
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The chunky snare necklace from the new Snare Wire Collection is made out of brutal snare

wire ©Mulberry Mongoose

Chunky snare necklace by Mulberry Mongoose

The Mulberry Mongoose workshop is located on a well-trodden

elephant path in the Zambian bush. Here they employ and train
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local craftswomen to make all their jewellery by hand using

natural materials from the South Luangwa valley. In an area where

unemployment and poaching are a reality, every piece of jewellery

sold helps support local families whilst conserving this unique

safari environment.

Having sold over 12,000 pieces of snare jewellery, Mulberry

Mongoose has already raised over US$60,000 for anti-snare

patrols since they started in 2013. Celebrities including Bill and

Hilary Clinton, Leonardo Di Caprio and Sting have worn their

snare bracelets.

The name Mulberry Mongoose represents the business' vision. The

banded mongoose work together in social groups to keep safe in

the African bush. As a company, Mulberry Mongoose believes in

looking out for the community and wildlife enabling them to grow

stronger. And Mulberry? It’s a British tree and fruit. The word

mulberry reminds Kate Wilson, the founder and designer for

Mulberry Mongoose, to aspire to grow a competitive business with

on-trend designs and customer service to rival any Western

business.

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-62/
https://mulberrymongoose.com/collections/snare-wire
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Get professional with your business cards with WWF

Business card case - WWF

The next time you reach for a business card, this case will make a

nice little touch to show your interest in rhino conservation.

Designer Carrol Boyes teamed up with WWF South Africa to
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support rhino conservation by donating 25% from the sale of a

range that captures the essence of this iconic member of the Big

Five. Her business card cases, ice tongs and notepad holders make

nifty and stylish little gifts for those tricky customers.

WWF-SA has had a rhino programme since 2012 and one of its

most successful projects has helped to grow black rhino numbers

in KwaZulu-Natal over the past decade by more than 20%. In that

time, the Black Rhino Range Expansion Project (BRREP) has

translocated some 160 rhinos to establish 10 new breeding

populations. More than 70 calves have been born on project sites

and the population in KZN now stands at over 500 animals. Watch

this video to be inspired.

BRREP is now looking to expand its horizons in the region. Says

wildlife vet Dr Jacques Flamand: “So far, our work has all been in

South Africa, but we are excited to work with equally passionate

people in the region, in order to build up their black rhino

populations as well. The more thriving populations we have, the

greater the chances of black rhino surviving in the long term.”

To support this, and all the other excellent conservation work

WWF-SA is doing, browse their gift catalogue.

http://www.wwf.org.za/what_we_do/rhino_programme/black_rhino/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02wYDxIYToU
http://www.carrolboyes.com/?v=rhino


◄ Back Next ►
Picture 6 of 18

Get creative with your photography with Canon's compact camera

Canon PowerShot G7 X Mark II

Take your creative photography to the next level with this

powerful, pocket-sized compact camera. The Powershot G7 X

Mark II packs in DLSR-like creativity with simplistic convenience
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to offer you, the budding photographer, boundless creativity at

your fingertips

With features like bright precision optics, optical image stabilizer

and DIGIC 7 refined processing, this pocket-power camera is an

essential travel tool to document all your best festive season

moments!

Did you know? Canon is a main sponsor for the Africa Geographic

Photographer of the Year 2017 compeition. Get your entries in now

and you could stand a chance to win a Canon EOS 700D with a

double-lens kit, valued at R10,999!

http://africageo.com/4938
http://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-details/
http://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-details/
http://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-form/
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Delve into the secrets of Cape Town this summer with the Secret Cape Town guide book

©Jonglez Publishing

Secret Cape Town

Secret Cape Town, the latest book by travel writers Justin Fox and

Alison Westwood, presents the Mother City’s hidden gems – those

places that would not normally make it into a conventional
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guidebook.

A captain who lived on the wreck of the Kakapo for three years;

Table Mountain’s hidden hiking trails; a restaurant in a

maximum-security prison; the arboreal evidence of apartheid’s

earliest manifestation; a woman disguised as a male doctor for 56

years; a beach on top of Table Mountain; a fascinating secret

collection of vintage and classic cars; a magical tree renowned for

its spiritual healing properties; a heated pool in a military base

that’s open to the public; a secret night-time nature tour; a

hamster wheel for humans...

Far from the crowds and the usual clichés, Cape Town is a reserve

of well-concealed treasures, revealed only to those residents or

visitors prepared to wander off the beaten track. This is an

indispensable guide for those who think they know Cape Town

well and those who would like to discover the hidden face of the

city.

The book is available for purchase on the following

online stores:

Amazon, Amazon UK and Exclusive Books.

https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Local-guides-local-people/dp/2361951401/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481624074&sr=8-1&keywords=secret+cape+town+justin+fox
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Secret-Cape-Local-Guides-People/dp/2361951401/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1479988171&sr=8-1&keywords=secret+cape+town
http://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/books/Secret-Cape-Town-AuthorJustin-Fox~AuthorAlison-Westwood/000000000100000000001000000000000000000000000009782361951405/
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Count the days until next Christmas ©Ross Couper
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Contrasts - a 2017 calendar featuring fine art

photography by Ross Couper

The inspiration for Ross Couper's 2017 black-and-white wildlife

calendar was to showcase the beauty of Africa's wildlife and

continue to raise awareness for their preservation.

Ross curated the calendar to hang in homes and office spaces, so

that no matter what social environment you're in, there's a

reminder that the beauty of the wild needs to be cherished and

that we should be doing everything we possibly can to continue to

protect and save them -whether they're on the endangered species

list or not.

Calendars are ZAR350, and postage is ZAR75 to major cities

within South Africa. It can be purchased by contacting Ross

directly or through his website contact page.

The design behind the calendar means that once each month is

over, the photo can be framed as it fits a standard 40” x 50” frame

that can be bought at retail stores.

Throughout the year Ross donates images to raise funds for

different wildlife charities, such as StopRhinoPoachingNow,

Ronald McDonald House Charities™, and recently, Remembering

Elephants, which is a project initiated by wildlife photographer

Margot Ragged with the aim of raising money to spend on fighting

elephant poaching.

mailto:ross@rosscouper.com
mailto:ross@rosscouper.com
http://www.rosscouper.com/contact
http://www.stoppoaching-now.org/
http://www.rmhc.org/
http://www.rememberingelephants.com/
http://www.rememberingelephants.com/
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An essential accessory for your next adventure ©Thule
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Thule Legend GoPro Case

Put this sleek and durable little GoPro case on the essentials list

for your next outdoor adventure. Thule's mission is: to help you

transport anything you care for safely, easily and in style so that

you are free to live your active life. They've left nothing unturned

in bringing you this convenient carry bag for the ultimate

adventure filming device.

With features like the Crushproof padded compartment, LCD

Touch BacPac™, semi-hardshell construction and high-visibility

interior lining, the Legend GoPro Case is the carry case you want

for your GoPro.

Did you know? Thule is also sponsoring a prize for Africa

Geographic's Instagram competition, the Insta Favourite of the

Year 2017. View the entry details, get your entries in now and

stand a chance to win a Thule hamper worth R7000!

http://africageo.com/5044
https://www.thule.com/en/za/camera-bags-cases/gopro-cases/thule-legend-gopro-case-_-tl_tlgc-101-black
https://www.instagram.com/africageo/
http://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-details/
http://africageo.com/5044
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Get trendy on safari with ©High Tea With Elephants

Fashionable safaris with High Tea With Elephants

If you’re escaping on an African safari this Christmas, the Great

Traveller is without doubt your trendiest and hardiest companion.

Handstitched by local craftsmen at Alex & Thatch in the

northernmost corner of Kwazulu-Natal, the Great Traveller can be
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customised with your chosen colour of leather and lining.

Available in two sizes, it’s perfect for a week or two away.

A fresh take on all things safari, High Tea With Elephants carefully

curates unique, safari-inspired products and stories from all over

Africa. With values grounded in environmental and social

sustainability and a desire to explore the unusual elements of

Africa, the brand celebrates all aspects of ‘the art of safari,’ from

décor and design, to art and photography – as well as a whole lot

more.

Order your Great Traveller from the High Tea with Elephants

Boutique

http://www.highteawithelephants.com/
http://www.highteawithelephants.com/product/the-great-traveller-bag/
http://www.highteawithelephants.com/product/the-great-traveller-bag/
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Keep your cool this Christmas with ©Endangered Wildlife Trust

Endangered Wildlife Trust wine cooler

Imagine a world without a variety of exquisite landscapes and

incredible wildlife. It seems unthinkable. The Endangered Wildlife
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Trust (EWT), a conservation leader for over 40 years, is committed

to ensuring that the unthinkable doesn’t happen. As more and

more people recognise that humans, wildlife and habitats are all

connected, the EWT’s dedicated team is out in the field,

implementing specialist programmes to ensure that this

connection is preserved and that key threats to our environment

and its precious wildlife are identified and reduced or eliminated.

The EWT is active throughout Southern Africa, working tirelessly

to conserve a variety of wildlife, such as rhinos, cheetahs, wild

dogs, dugongs, blue cranes, riverine rabbits, Pickersgill’s reed

frogs, and many more, as well as the habitats they live in. The

EWT also offers training and skills development programmes,

working towards creating a community where conservation in

action comes alive.

They are delighted to offer a variety of merchandise in their online

shop to raise funds for their endeavours. So if you see a large, kind

of squishy present under the tree this Christmas, hopefully it'll be

one of these snazzy wine coolers.

Those working hard for wildlife all year to need to take a break

though, so if you haven’t already placed your order online you

won’t be able to do so until 9 January 2017. So be sure to

bookmark this page and return in the new year to order that gift

you really wanted.

https://www.ewt.org.za/
http://www.ewtshop.co.za/
http://www.ewtshop.co.za/
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The 2017 Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year

Competition, brought to you by Land Rover and Canon, opened for

entries on 1 December 2016.

The grand title winner of the year's competition will walk away

with a Big Cat Photo Safari for two, provided by At Close Quarters

with flights by Airlink, as well as a Canon EOS 700D with a double

lens kit. Runner up prizes include a two night safari for two at

Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year 2017 Week 3

http://africageo.com/5051
http://africageo.com/4938
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Klaserie Sands River Camp or Hideaways' Elephant's Eye while

each category finalist will enjoy a case of wine provided by Rhino

Tears. The most popular entries on Facebook and Instagram will

enjoy prizes sponsored by iSimangaliso and Thule.

The following gallery showcases a selection of great images

submitted during the third week of the competition but it is still

early days! As you can see, we are receiving some high quality

travel, culture and wildlife images! Get your entries in now by

clicking here for more details.

 

Navigation: Click on the 'Next’ or ‘Back’ buttons above

each image to see this week's exquisite gallery.
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Sunrise at Epupa Falls, Namibia ©Neville Lance
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Kicking up the dust in a race for life ©Andre Erlich
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A Nile Monitor at Umngazi River Mouth, Eastern Cape, South Africa ©Tyrone Ping
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Camping below the beautiful Milky Way in the Ngorogoro Crater, Tanzania ©Mikkel Beiter
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The hunter's call ©Matt Engelmann
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Buffalo close up in Tarangire National Park, Tanzania ©Brenden Simonson
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A lady from the Hamer tribe and her baby at sunset in the Omo Valley of South Ethiopia

©Jacob Bahar
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A story of empathy in Zanzibar, Tanzania ©Paolo Maccarone
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The master of camouflage, the gaboon viper, in iSimangaliso Wetland Park, South Africa

©Tyrone Ping
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Rhino mom and her tot in Kragga Kamma Game Park, South Africa ©Charmaine Joubert
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Giraffes chasing a pot of gold ©Mark Nicholson
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Hyena gazing up longingly ©Greg McCall-Peat
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Now you see me, now you don't - a Peringuey's adder in the Namib Desert, Namibia ©Tyrone

Ping
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A giraffe walking under the stars in Lake Manyara National Park, Tanzania ©Mikkel Beiter
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Wild dog spaghetti ©Kyle Lewin
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Beautiful golden light on the coast of Ghana ©Greg Metro



◄ Back Next ►
Picture 10 of 18

Buffalo drinking at night in Zimanga, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa ©Leo van Vuuren
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