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Nelson Mandela famously said that “education is the most

powerful weapon, which you can use to change the world,” and this

article celebrates the organisations and individuals who are

changing Africa through education.
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   Make no mistake, Africa faces many challenges. As a result of

poverty, environmental degradation is rife as people struggle to

manage with limited resources, often looking to nature to provide

where there is a shortfall. In many undeveloped regions across the

continent, people are forced to hunt wildlife to survive, and the

temptation to poach for ivory and rhino horn is sometimes strong.

Often the alternatives are few. But in some areas, by instilling a

love for the land and wildlife, and helping locals to explore

alternative livelihoods, education organisations are making real

change happen.

   Cynics may wonder how we can ever know that real change is

happening. But this can be assessed by looking at the longevity of

projects, the success of students, and the improvements made to

local environments. In this week's gallery, we tell stories that are

both inspirational and uplifting. So enjoy these success stories that

show us how bright the future can be!

   

Navigation: Click on the 'Next’ or ‘Back’ buttons above

each image to see the gallery.

   

To find out more about this week's author, Carolynne Geary, head

to the last page of this gallery.
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Carolynne Geary on the road in Namibia

About the author

Carolynne Geary holds degrees in economics, geography, life

sciences and education, and is the recipient of several academic

awards. She is fascinated by the interface between science and
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media, as well as all aspects of science communication. She has

done research on the human aspects of African conservation, as

well as biological research on many species, from rhinos to ants,

aardvarks to robins.

   She currently lives in Cape Town and, when not thinking or

reading about conservation, she runs, surfs or insists that those

around her start running or surfing – with varied success.

http://africageographic.com/yearbook-2016/
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Children who are part of the Eco-Schools programme using tyres as plant pots ©WESSA

Eco-Schools

In 2003 the international Eco-Schools programme was initiated in

Environmental Education Initiatives

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-124/environmental-education-initiatives/ag-mag-gallery/image/environmental-education-initiatives-gallery/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-124/environmental-education-initiatives/ag-mag-gallery/image/environmental-education-initiatives-gallery/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-124/environmental-education-initiatives/ag-mag-gallery/image/environmental-education-initiatives-gallery/
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/schools-programme/eco-schools.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/schools-programme/eco-schools.htm
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


South Africa, with the Wildlife and Environment Society of South

Africa as the implementing agent. The programme, which was

recognised by the United Nations in 2014 as being one of the most

effective sustainability projects over the past 10 years, is making a

positive contribution towards supporting education for sustainable

development and improving pedagogic systems in South Africa.

   Eco-Schools is a tool that supports environmental learning in the

classroom and accredits schools that make a commitment to

continuously improving their school’s environmental performance.

The programme follows a seven-step framework, which helps

learners to develop practical classroom and outdoor skills, rather

than just providing theoretical information. It also equips learners

with environmental knowledge for their future careers.

   With support from several funding partners, the Eco-Schools

programme reaches 500,000 learners and works with 40,000

educators across South Africa to support and improve school

curriculums with regards to environmental learning. Thanks to

this programme, children are now being equipped to live

sustainably.

   In 2013 the Department of Basic Education formally thanked

WESSA for the Eco-Schools programme and its contribution to

quality and sustainable education in South Africa, and in 2015 the

water project won the ‘Water for Life' United Nations Water Best

Practices Award!
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Learning about indigenous flora ©WESSA

Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa
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(WESSA)

The Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) -

also a beneficiary of MySchool My Village My Planet - has been

involved in environmental education in South Africa for almost 60

years, and is responsible for introducing one of the country’s first

official environmental education projects in Umgeni Valley in

KwaZulu-Natal in 1968. Today, the organisation is acknowledged

as being one of the leaders in this field worldwide.

   WESSA recognises that sustainable growth and development of

any country is dependent on people having extensive

environmental skills, and their adult courses aim to provide an

essential link between people and the environment. Their

environmental skills programme cuts across the core areas of

environmental education, water, biodiversity, waste, energy and

environmental legislation, and the courses are focused on helping

private individuals, corporates and all spheres of government in

order to address the critical scarcity of skills required to drive a

green economy in South Africa. The programme is focused on

water and biodiversity, with environmental education and human

capacity development having been identified as major catalysts to

social change in these priority areas. WESSA, therefore, works to

foster partnerships with stakeholders and responsible authorities,

and to empower citizens through the transfer of environmental

skills.

   In addition to courses, WESSA’s Environmental Governance

Programme aims to promote effective environmental governance

by participating in the development of legislation and actively

responding to any proposals, threats or incidents that pose a

significant risk to the environment.

   And their work is no drop in the ocean! Currently WESSA’s

http://www.wessa.org.za/
http://www.myschool.co.za/


courses benefit over 1,000 participants around the country each

year, and with an emphasis on hands-on, practical skills, they are

enabling people to follow promising career paths.

http://www.jacislodges.co.za/safari/specialized-birding-safari-with-martin-benadie-trevor-hardaker
http://www.iabsa.net/
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SAEP promotes an appreciation of the outdoors by taking a group of children on a hike ©SAEP

South African Education and Environment Project

(SAEP)

The South African Education and Environment Project (SAEP) is a

Cape Town based, non-profit organisation that supports and

motivates young people in need to thrive through education, with a

primary focus on critical developmental milestones from early
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childhood to young adulthood.

   As part of its holistic approach to growing and nurturing a

generation of young people equipped to maximise their potential,

SAEP includes environmental education in all its programmes.

Many of the young people in the programmes come from

townships where overcrowded and under-serviced living

conditions mean they have not had the opportunity to enjoy the

splendour of nature. By taking the children on camps, hikes and

other outdoor outings, they start to foster a sense of environmental

responsibility and become aware of practices that damage wild

areas.

   Last year, SAEP took hundreds of participants on outdoor

excursions. The results of this are measurable, and nearly 9 out of

10 students reported to feel a greater appreciation of the

environment as a result. This year, learners have attended a wide

range of nature-related outings, including hikes, camps, and visits

to an arboretum and an aquarium. Students receive transport and

food on these excursions, as well as the opportunity to develop an

appreciation for the natural places that surround them. This

doesn't only support a love for the environment and wildlife, but

these excursions also teach teamwork, perseverance and

environmental responsibility. What's more is they expose learners

to role models who are passionate environmentalists and who will

hopefully inspire the next generation of South African

conservationists!
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Children clean up their environment ©Harmony Flats Nature Reserve

Harmony Flats Kids Club

Harmony Flats is a nature reserve that is located near the

boundary of Strand and Gordon’s Bay in South Africa, in the centre

of the low-income residential areas. The reserve may be only nine
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hectares, but it conserves a critically endangered vegetation type

known as Lourensford alluvium fynbos (LAF). As Harmony Flats is

located in an urbanised area, environmental education and

awareness is a priority to make the people living in the

surrounding communities aware of the importance of all natural

areas and the significance of the vegetation in the reserve.

   The reserve was initially mainly focused on conducting

programmes for kids in the surrounding communities during their

school holidays, and found that there was always a good

attendance - to the point where these often exceeded capacity. The

reserve thus saw the need to spend more time with the kids, to

provide them with a deeper environmental education so that they

could stay excited about contributing to the conservation of the

reserve and all other natural areas. So in 2013 they established the

Harmony Flats Kids Club, inviting kids of all ages to participate

twice a month after school in a fun educational programme on

conservation concepts. This focuses on local and global

conservation, as well as social concerns, with the aim of linking

conservation efforts with the day-to-day challenges faced by

communities, and finding innovative solutions to overcome these

challenges. The programmes provide kids with a basic

understanding as to the importance of biodiversity through

practical interactive learning. They also focus on skills such as

reading, writing, verbal and non-verbal communication, group

work, identification skills and constructive thinking.

   The motivation behind the kids club is to develop young minds

through nature conservation and other facets of life, giving them

the exposure to different experiences outside of their community.

The vision is to eventually change mindsets and to broaden the

scope of thinking, to aspire them to achieve great things - in the

world of conservation and beyond.
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30 outstanding rural students have received six-year, full ride scholarships to a private

secondary school. Here, scholar Paulo Kisota, gives a thumbs up at the Noloholo Scholars

Retreat ©Felipe Rodriguez, African People & Wildlife Fund

African People & Wildlife Fund (APW)

For the past 11 years, the African People & Wildlife Fund (APW)
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has pioneered new approaches to community-based conservation.

Working in northern Tanzania, APW’s mission is to build the

capacity of rural Africans to engage in environmental conservation

and sustainable livelihood strategies.

   One of the main challenges faced by rural Tanzanians is a lack of

infrastructure and remoteness from urban centres that makes

access to education difficult. APW provides local youth with the

skills and resources necessary to take control of their

environment’s future, and ultimately their own! The programmes

focus on immersive learning experiences such as after-school

Wildlife Clubs and week-long Environmental Summer Camps,

equipping students with the skills to become environmental

ambassadors when they return to their communities. Through

these programmes, young people are also taught essential life skills

such as teamwork, leadership, and peer teaching.

   APW’s commitment to creating young leaders in the community

has resulted in the Noloholo Environmental Scholarship

Programme, which provides high-achieving students with full ride

scholarships to a private secondary school, an opportunity that

most local youth could not otherwise afford. To be granted a

scholarship, students must be Wildlife Club members and

compete through a comprehensive selection process. Students are

also offered additional tutoring and unique opportunities such as a

Noloholo Scholars Retreat, academic boot camps, and field trips.

Mentored by APW staff members, these students will enter the

workforce as environmental leaders and big cat enthusiasts. Their

strong and united voice for the sustainable management and

conservation of the great Maasai Steppe will be an asset to the next

generation. One of their scholars, Joseph Lorgotin, finished top in

his academic year — a real achievement considering he was



competing against many students from a far more privileged

background than his own!

   Overall, APW’s environmental education programmes have

impacted over 6,000 children and provided 38 secondary school

scholarships in four key communities of the Maasai Steppe.

http://www.jacislodges.co.za/safari/specialized-birding-safari-with-martin-benadie-trevor-hardaker
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Learning how to snorkel off Chumbe Island ©CHICOP

Chumbe Island Coral Park (CHICOP)

Chumbe Island Coral Park Ltd. is the brain child of Sibylle
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Riedmiller, a development worker who identified the uninhabited

island off Zanzibar as the perfect location for a marine protected

area. Not only does the area include some of the world’s most

diverse coral reefs, it is also shallow enough to provide a perfect

location for environmental education programmes for locals.

   Riedmiller was aware that, in order to support nature

conservation, local people must not only understand why

conservation is important but also benefit from it. To this end,

CHICOP began its work by recruiting former fishermen from

adjacent villages to be trained as park rangers. They were the key

people in early outreach programmes to raise awareness among

the local community on marine ecology and sustainable

management of the area. They remain the backbone of the project

by patrolling the nature reserve, keeping daily records and using

non-confrontational and educational approaches to deter any

attempts of poaching. Their interaction is also no longer limited to

local communities, as now they are part of the team that assists

researchers, and guides foreign and local visitors in the nature

reserve.

   It was clear that more could be done to support local education in

Zanzibar, and in 2000 an environmental education programme

was also started. The goal of this was to address the lack of

outdoor, excursion-based activities, which link the information

students learn in the classroom with the outdoors. Many students,

particularly girls, had little experience of this kind of interactive,

applied learning, and many educators had little experience of this

method of teaching so, in addition to school activities, CHICOP

provides workshops for educators as well as teaching aids.
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Planting seedlings at Intaka Island ©Intaka Island

Intaka Island

Intaka Island is a wildlife sanctuary in the middle of the bustling

city of Cape Town - a perfect place for inner city kids to come and

learn about wildlife! Not only does the rich diversity of the reserve

Environmental Education Initiatives

http://intaka.co.za/
http://intaka.co.za/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


make it special, but its educational programme is fantastic. The

eco-centre is the main point of arrival - a multi-functional

environmental education centre that is capable of accommodating

groups of up to 75 enthusiastic students at any given time.

   Their aim is to make sure kids who live in the concrete jungle get

their hands dirty and their feet wet! To this end, they run several

activities for youngsters from the age of five, to university students

and beyond. Activities include pond dipping for aquatic species,

the generation of renewable energy and the biodiversity of the

Western Cape - one of the most important biodiversity hotspots in

the world! All of this, of course, helps bring the curriculum of the

formal classroom to life, as well as helps students see the practical

application of the theories they are learning. In addition they run

special interest courses for various groups, but the thing that sets

them apart is their sustainable living programme, which is aimed

at all visitors to the reserve. The worm farms are especially

popular!

   As a non-profit organisation, they aim to never turn children or

schools away, as they believe all should have access to education.

To this end, they have partnered with two local schools from less

affluent areas, which would not have been able to provide the

facilities or experiences for their students without assistance.

   And the result? A sanctuary for wildlife and a place where

children are able to learn and develop skills that will help them for

many years to come. Oh, and a little bit of excitement! The

children on the day I visited were running from group to group to

check their answers, and excitedly took on the mantle of teacher to

explain all aspects of pond dipping to a certain writer in the

corner!
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Investigating life in a river ©Nature's Valley Trust

The NVT Education Programme

Planting its roots in the Garden Route of South Africa in 2000, the
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Nature’s Valley Trust (NVT) has conceptualised, developed and

established an award-winning conservation education and

community outreach programme - the NVT Education

Programme. The key to the success of the NVT Education

Programme was the excellent level of planning that went into it. It

only formally commenced four years after NVT started working in

the area, identifying the social-ecological issues and needs of the

two local communities and schools, as well as discussing risks with

them.

   Today the NVT Education Programme, run by the soft-spoken

and exceedingly focused Cindy-Lee Cloete, works with schools and

communities in both the Western and Eastern Cape provinces of

South Africa and, on occasion, gets visits from schools in other

provinces. To support the growth of the programme, they have

established 17 curriculum-linked outdoor classrooms, each with an

interpretive booklet - the aim of which was to provide teachers

with materials to extend and support their school classroom

lessons with hands-on field activities. The NVT Education

Programme also runs three annual projects - Adopt-A-Beach,

Adopt-A-River and Birding Champions - with five local schools,

which help to develop a sense of environmental responsibility

amongst the local children. Along with the above mentioned work,

the programme works in partnership with other local NGOs,

organisations, communities and schools in order to celebrate

national and international environmental events, including

National Water Week, World Environment Week and Marine

Week.

   The NVT believes that a holistic environmental programme is the

best way to effect positive change in the area, and they work with

community members, leaders and parents to achieve this. They

http://www.naturesvalleytrust.co.za/


also partner with communities to facilitate annual greening and

clean-up campaigns for healthier communities. As part of their

community outreach work, they have assisted in the establishment

of a gardening club, as well as recycling depots and swap shops to

support livelihoods.

http://www.wildfrontiers.com/walking-safaris/
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Playing environmental games to have fun while creating awareness ©Wildlife ACT

Wildlife ACT

Community-based work is critical for the sustainability of

conservation projects. Poverty is often a driving force for poaching,

and local communities cannot be expected to protect species or
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areas for their intrinsic value if they are struggling to meet their

own basic needs. It is often this survival factor that is the basis for

human-wildlife conflict throughout Africa.

   To help address these issues, Wildlife ACT - a beneficiary of

MySchool My Village My Planet - has initiated community

conservation projects around five game reserves in Zululand where

they work. These are areas with endangered species that need

immediate protection, and while anti-poaching efforts are crucial

in these areas, they are short-term strategies. Wildlife ACT has the

vision to see that the only long-term solutions are through

community upliftment and environmental education. To this end

they teach conservation lessons throughout the year for students

of a variety of ages. These lessons focus on ecological relationships

and biodiversity, as well as issues surrounding snare hunting. To

date, they have taught thousands of learners and they hope to keep

growing. For children the learning is through child-centred

discovery activities with the aim of instilling a passion for

conservation that takes the form of education bush camps. Taking

things further still, their community conservation liaisons also

directly consult with community leaders to better understand the

community members’ own perspectives on the economic

development and food security needs of each village. Three of their

community liaisons have been formally recognised for their hard

work - with two winning the Disney Conservation Hero Awards

and a third being nominated as Best Conservation Practitioner for

the Rhino Conservation Awards 2016.

   Wildlife ACT also organises Wildlife Ambassador Clubs for young

adults who are interested in being conservation models in their

villages. The members are often unemployed and looking for ways

to be more active in their community. These clubs meet once or

http://wildlifeact.com/
http://www.myschool.co.za/


twice a week to learn about conservation and organise

sustainability projects in their villages.

   Finally, recognising the importance of instilling a love for the

local wildlife and changing community attitudes, WildlifeACT

provide free-of-charge educational game drives to locals, many of

whom have never been inside neighbouring parks, allowing them

to see the beauty of the places that attract tourists from all over the

world. Whilst these educational and economic processes are slow

and expensive, the results are worth it. When communities are

partners in conservation with their local reserves, snaring rates go

down, rhino horn poachers find no local support, and conservation

is sustainable.
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Children prepare to plant trees in Zambia ©Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust

Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust

Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust in Zambia is run by Anna

and Steve Tolan, who put their life savings into starting an

organisation aimed at teaching Zambian children about the value

Environmental Education Initiatives

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-124/environmental-education-initiatives/ag-mag-gallery/image/airlink-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-124/environmental-education-initiatives/ag-mag-gallery/image/airlink-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-124/environmental-education-initiatives/ag-mag-gallery/image/airlink-10/
http://www.chipembele.org/
http://www.chipembele.org/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


of their environment so that it can be preserved for future

generations.

   They run innovative programmes that instill a sense of

ownership into children of their natural heritage. These

programmes focus on helping the rapidly developing rural

communities adjacent to the main entrance of one of the South

Luangwa National Park. The most serious challenges the

organisation addresses are associated with wildlife and

communities competing for the same land and resources - these

include poaching, over-fishing, bush fires, human-wildlife conflict,

habitat loss and deforestation, as the local community searches

ever harder for protein, building materials and firewood.

   The Conservation Education Centre on the banks of the Luangwa

River provides lessons and activities for children from the six local

schools. In addition, there are offices and a classroom based in the

grounds of the local secondary school, putting the programme

right at the heart of the local community and extending the

geographic outreach to a total of 17 schools. There is an emphasis

on addressing environmental and wildlife issues that directly affect

the pupils and their families in the area through activities such as

tree planting schemes, environmental campaigns, human-wildlife

conflict solutions, the Chipembele Rangers scheme and the

Chipembele Girls Club whose motto is 'strong girls can change the

world'.

   The students in the Chipembele programme learn how to become

the leaders of tomorrow in the conservation of wildlife and the

care of their environment. They are guided in personal

development to believe that they can change their world in a

positive way through even the smallest of actions. They also share

the information they have learned with friends and family,



generating peer-to-peer and inter-generational behavioural

change. This education is helping to conserve wildlife, to protect

important habitats and to generate sustainable development for

the benefit of the local population.

   As the numerous awards attest, Chipembele has gained

international recognition for their work, but perhaps the greatest

ambassadors for the programme are past pupils such as Thandiwe

Meetwa, a lion biologist who has overcome incredible odds to rise

to the top of her field, proving that bit by bit education initiatives

really can change the world!

   Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust are a company that

Norman Carr Safaris supports through a donation from every

bednight - so you can rest assured that your safari in South

Luangwa will contribute towards this fantastic programme.
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