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When you're planning your travels to Africa, the amount of

accommodation options can seem quite overwhelming. But for

those looking for something a bit different, there are some

innovative souls out there who have thought outside the
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traditional four-walled bedroom box and have either found or

created some very unique places in which to spend a night of

slumber.

   So if you're looking for an extraordinary experience to be the

cherry on top of your African cake, check out these unique places

to wake up that will make a holiday on the continent even more

memorable.

   

Navigation: Click on the 'Next’ or ‘Back’ buttons above

each image to see the gallery.

   

Cover photo provided by The Manta Resort, Pemba Island,

Tanzania. Image taken by Jesper Anhede and copyright of Genberg

Art UW Ltd. To find out more about Africa's only underwater

room, click here.

     

http://www.themantaresort.com/
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The starbed at Nkwichi Lodge ©Kristina Low

Sleep on a lakeshore in Mozambique

On the northern Mozambican shores of Lake Niassa (also known

as Lake Malawi on the Malawian side) lies a pocket of paradise
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that is almost entirely cut off from the rest of the world.

   Nkwichi Lodge runs on renewable energy, and there is no mobile

phone signal or WiFi, so this peaceful idyll provides the perfect

opportunity to just disconnect and live in the moment. And the

ultimate way to savour the so-called Lake of Stars is by spending a

night sleeping out on the lodge’s star bed. With no light pollution

for several miles around, this is an unforgettable way to be dazzled

by the African night sky and gain an understanding as to why this

lake received its nickname.

   The next morning you’ll wake up on a deserted beach on the lake

shores, surrounded by breathtaking baobabs and basking in a

feeling of serenity as you take in the views of the lake, as well as the

sounds of wild animals and exotic birdlife. The seclusion is the

ultimate seduction.

   

To find out more about Nkwichi Lodge and this area, read:

Brighter Days on the Lake of Stars

     

http://www.nkwichi.com/
http://www.nkwichi.com/the-lodge/star-bed/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-4/brighter-days-on-the-lake-of-stars/
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Mosquito net 'rooms' in South Luangwa ©Norman Carr Safaris

Sleep in a dry riverbed in Zambia

Norman Carr Safaris truly offers safaris for the 'sole' in Zambia.

And they've really taken their walking safaris to a new level by

offering groups of six guests the chance to experience the thrill of

sleeping out under the stars in the extremely remote Luwi dry
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riverbed in the Luangwa Valley - with just a bed roll and a

mosquito net for company!

   With not even a tent for shelter, Norman Carr Safaris' one-night

'Return to the Wild' experience offers those of an adventurous

disposition the chance to venture out into the wilderness on foot,

find a spot to camp, make a fire over which to cook dinner as a

group, then climb under the mosquito net to sleep out under the

magnificent African sky.

      As  over  60  species  of  mammals  call  the  9,050  km² South

Luangwa National Park home, a top guide and scout team, who

have roughly 30 years of experience between them, will keep

watch over the dreamers until the sun starts to rise over the valley

of the leopards, so that you can sleep safely and soundly in this

unspoilt wilderness.

     

http://www.normancarrsafaris.com/safari/return-to-wild
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The Underwater Room at The Manta Resort ©Jesper Anhede, Genberg Art UW Ltd.

Sleep with the fish in Tanzania

About a decade ago in a garden in Sweden, the creative juices of

Matthew Saus and Mikael Genberg were flowing in full force,

along with many rounds of Schnappes. A seemingly bonkers idea

started to form, which was to build a bedroom beneath the

breakers in Africa to follow in the footsteps of an underwater room
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- the idea for which was originally conceived by Mikael - that lies

three metres below the surface of Lake Mälaren in Sweden, and

that opened as a work of installation art at the turn of this century.

   Thanks to the support of various engineers and investors, the cup

quite literally runneth over and, cradling his head and Mikael’s

brainchild, Zimbabwean CEO Matthew returned to his home

continent in search of the perfect place for their plan to evolve. He

found his piece of paradise in the north of the pristine island of

Pemba in Tanzania, in the somewhat bedraggled shape of a former

scuba diving outpost, which he proceeded to lovingly transform

into the beautiful Manta Resort.

   With a population of only 300,000 people, the hilly Clove Island

provides travellers with the opportunity to discover almost

untouched territory. And upon reaching The Manta Resort, the

feeling of tranquillity can be further heightened by taking a boat

250 metres out to sea to stay in the resort’s Underwater Room,

which lies in what is known as the ‘blue hole’.

   After many years of planning, this Swedish-engineered, private

floating island opened to guests in November 2013 and consists of

three levels, each offering a unique experience. However, the most

magical of them all is arguably beneath the waves in a bedroom

that offers 360 degree views of the underwater world.

   After spending the day soaking up the sun on the top deck, when

you’re finally ready to wish the Milky Way goodnight and climb the

long ladder down into the turquoise bubble below the swell, it is

hard to describe the mesmerising feeling that comes from fixating

on the fish. By turning the spotlights on, you can then lie back in

the comfort of your double bed and watch shoals of batfish,

trumpetfish and cornetfish dart past the windows before their

nautical activities lull you into a deep sleep. To say that this is

http://www.themantaresort.com/
http://www.themantaresort.com/the-resort/accommodation/underwater-room/


incredible would be an understatement.

   However, while the Underwater Room may be the novelty hook

that catches the travellers, it is actually part of a much bigger

initiative to create awareness concerning the plight of the coral

reefs around Pemba Island. These reefs are a vital part of the

welfare of the island’s inhabitants and, thanks to the attention that

the Underwater Room has attracted on a local and international

level, The Manta Resort has managed to convince the Minister of

Fisheries, The Pemba Channel Conservation Area management, all

the local fishermen and subsequent fishing committees that the

reefs need protecting. A small ‘no netting’ area was implemented

on the opening of the Underwater Room, which prevents the

destruction of the coral reefs and also allows the 200+ species

found here to reproduce.

   Thanks to the exposure received by the Underwater Room, the

team at the resort has also been able to communicate the

importance of responsible and sustainable tourism with local

communities through a programme that is called Kwanini, which

means ‘why’ in Swahili, to symbolise the importance of asking

questions about our actions. As part of the programme, an annual

workshop is held with the aim of formulating and implementing a

sustainable strategy for Pemba's future in tourism, in order to

ensure that the growth of this sector has a positive impact on

communities and the environment.

   To merely state that staying in the Underwater Room is a mind-

blowing experience would not be giving this feat of engineering

enough credit. It is an all-encompassing, sensory experience that

really pushes the boundaries of what to expect from

accommodation, and it highlights how much of a difference can be

made when people think outside the box. This is a revolutionary



conservation initiative that should be on everyone’s African bucket

list, and its success is testament to what can be achieved when you

bring passionate people together... and ply them with Schnappes.

     

http://www.jacislodges.co.za/safari/specialized-birding-safari-with-martin-benadie-trevor-hardaker
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The South Tower of Watamu Treehouse ©Max Melesi

Sleep in a fairytale tower in Kenya

A fairytale fantasy come to life, Watamu Treehouse is situated in

the beautiful enclave of Watamu in Kenya. It is a peaceful retreat

designed to promote individual wellbeing, and its organically
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evolving architecture offers 360 degree views of the surrounding

forests, coconut plantations and Indian Ocean.

   The concept was brought into being by a local artist and

conservationist who specialised in coloured glass. This means that

the structure is decorated with beautiful stained glass designs,

together with a use of local wood and unusual plastering

techniques, to offer a vibrant and creative feel. Watamu Treehouse

consists of two towers, which are nestled above the forest canopy

and have many open sides, so as to offer a bright atmosphere and

a cooling breeze, as well as to enhance its harmonious existence

with the natural environment. Guests share this forest haven with

the birds, insects, small mammals, reptiles and primates that have

made a home amidst the indigenous trees, so you'll fall asleep

breathing the fresh air and awaken to the early morning calls of

the birds and Sykes’ monkeys!

   Both towers are linked by bridges, and stairways wind up three

stories to private bedrooms and terraces, which follow individual

themes that revolve around the elements and boast unique

features. After a few days of nutritious meals, freshly squeezed

juices, yoga classes, kite surfing and kayaking in the mangroves,

you'll be sure to leave feeling rejuvenated and inspired.

   

Book your trip to Watamu Treehouse with Africa Geographic

Travel and prepare to go 'WOW!'

     

http://africageographic.com/expeditions/kenya-watamu-treehouse-malindi/
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A tree tent on a private islet in Madagascar ©Louise Jasper Photography

Sleep suspended in the sky in Madagascar

Have you always wanted to stay on a private island in Africa with

no one around? Then you can do just that on the south-east coast

of Madagascar with Jenman Safaris, where you can sleep in a
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unique 'tree tent' and take camping to new heights.

   The two-person tent is tied halfway up palm trees with spidery

straps and can hold up to 400kg in weight, A sleeping bag, pillow

and fleece blankets are provided, along with a large torch and head

lamps so you can continue reading while snuggled up in the air.

   Once you arrive on the small, private islet, which is just a five-

minute boat ride from Manafiafy Beach and Rainforest Lodge on

the Saint Luce peninsula, you can make the most of having the

island all to yourself by exploring its unspoiled beaches. Then, as

the sun sets, you can feast on a romantic lantern-lit dinner

prepared by a French-trained chef, before it is finally time to climb

up the rope ladder into your suspended tree tent to spend the night

sleeping up high like the lemurs.
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Stretcher beds in the NamibRand Nature Reserve ©Tok Tokkie Trail

Sleep between dunes in Namibia

Where one red sand dune gives rise to another, a stretcher bed lies

nestled in the dip, out of sight of its identical sidekick one dune

over. As you settle in to your haven of tranquility, away from your
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travel partners who are hidden behind their own walls of sand, you

look up from your duned room to the hundreds of stars that are

just starting to twinkle in the Namibian sky. And perhaps you'll

even notice a lone oryx in the distance that is silhouetted against

the setting sun.

   This is the Tok Tokkie Trail in the NamibRand Nature Reserve

and your room for the evening consists of nothing but a stretcher

with a roller mattress and a bucket of water to wash your face.

After having spent the day on foot examining fairy circles and

looking out for well camouflaged chameleons, this is where you

arrive - your little spot far away from civilisation. And in the

morning when you wake to the smell of coffee and a breakfast

braai, the tiny footprints everywhere tell the tales of the barking

geckos that broke the silence of the night.

   This two-night/three-day experience is not for everyone. You can

expect to walk for at least seven hours a day and, while you don’t

have to lug your luggage around and will enjoy a three-course

dinner at your next spot in the desert, an adventurous spirit is still

required. It is hard to believe that in our busy world, a land of vast

open spaces and simplicity exists at all, yet here it is in the heart of

the desert. But ssshhhh… don’t tell a soul.

     

http://www.toktokkietrails.com/
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A private yacht charter with Moorings ©Janine Avery

Sleep on a yacht in the Seychelles

When one thinks of sailing yachts, girls in bikinis and crystal clear

waters, the backdrop of the Caribbean or the Mediterranean tends

to accompany such reveries. But about 1,000 miles off the coast of
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East Africa, a lesser-known, but no less exquisite, destination

offers the ideal place to "throw off the bowlines, sail away from the

safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your sails, and explore,

dream, discover." Because, as Mark Twain so aptly puts it:

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the

things that you didn’t do than by the ones you did do.”

   The Seychelles offers land, ocean, wildlife and cultural

experiences that you can’t experience anywhere else on Earth. And

the best way to explore this heavenly archipelago is arguably by

boat. By taking a Moorings or Sunsail yacht charter, your bedroom

doubles up as your mode of transport and, with thousands upon

thousands of forested coves and snorkelling spots to explore, you

can’t get much better a sleeping arrangement than this.

   Moor your room next to granite rocks in the middle of the ocean

where brightly coloured fish dart between equally kaleidoscopic

coral, tie up to a palm tree and step into a world of horse carts and

fishermen, or swim ashore to the mangroves where crabs and

giant tortoises welcome you to their sultry abode.

   Find a friend that knows how to sail and let the wind take you

wherever it blows, or book a chartered boat if you don’t have

awesome friends because this experience will most certainly not

disappoint.

   

To find out more about this African archipelago, read: Sensational

Seychelles

     

http://www.moorings.com/destinations/indian-ocean/seychelles
http://www.sunsail.com/destinations/indian-ocean/seychelles
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-59/
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Watching elephants cross the Luangwa River from the top of a hide ©Shenton Safaris

Sleep on top of a hide in Zambia

Shenton Safaris offer two unique open air platforms from which

you can experience sleeping out under the African stars. These

outdoor, elevated beds are deep inside the most game rich area of
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Zambia’s South Luangwa National Park.

   The Elephant Hide Star Bed is situated in the boughs of an ebony

tree above an ancient elephant crossing. The Luangwa River

burbles underneath as the stars twinkle above you throughout the

night. In the morning, the sun rises at your feet and, if you’re

lucky, a herd of elephants may be crossing the river. The lower

level of this platform serves as one of Shenton Safaris’ many hides.

It is a great spot to watch the elephants crossing the river during

the day and is frequented by avid photographers.

   Alternatively, the Numbu Star Bed is set in an open savannah

plain, which stretches out as far as the eye can see. Here you will

enjoy the vastness of the African night sky after a spectacular

sunset over the Muchinga Escarpment. Tucked up safely and

toasty warm, it feels as if you are alone in the wilderness as lions

roar and hyenas whoop around you throughout the night.
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The starbed in the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve ©Tanda Tula Safari Camp

Sleep on a deck in the bush in South Africa

As you lie flat on your back on a raised wooden platform next to a

large leadwood tree in the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve,

staring up at the bright full moon and listening to a soundtrack of

lions, hyenas, giant eagle owls and ground hornbills, you may very

likely feel that a safari can’t get any better than this.
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   Many bush enthusiasts would probably find it hard to conceive

that anybody would not want to sleep out on an elevated wooden

deck in Big Five country, but this choice of accommodation isn’t

necessarily for everyone. However, if you do decide to opt for this

enlightening experience while staying at Tanda Tula Safari Camp,

you can expect to be taken to the starbed at the tail end of yet

another wonderful game drive, with memory cards packed with

leopards, lions and elephants. You will then be offered a wonderful

three-course dinner and a choice of wines, before being shown

how to use the hand-held radio in case of emergency and left to

your own devices beneath the stars. The next morning you will be

picked up at your chosen time and driven to a sandy riverbed for a

bush breakfast before going back to the lodge to freshen up and

prepare for another tough day on safari.

   If there is romance in your lives, the starbed at Tanda Tula will

redefine it – imagine dinner under the stars, a comfy bed, and

getting to play defender of the realm for your significant other.

Who wouldn’t fall in love?

     

http://www.tandatula.com/safari-camp


◄ Back Next ◄
Picture 9 of 16

  

A beehive suite in Isibindi Eco-Reserve ©Isibindi Zulu Lodge

Sleep in a beehive suite in South Africa

At Isibindi Zulu Lodge in the heart of South Africa’s KwaZulu-

Natal province, the rich cultural heritage of the region is expressed

in the beehive structure of six magnificent suites. Inspired by

traditional Zulu architecture, the bedrooms offer spectacular views

over the 2,000 hectare community-owned Isibindi Eco-Reserve,

which is a stone’s throw from the historical Anglo-Zulu Battlefields

of Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana. It is also the perfect location in

which to learn about the Zulu culture and traditions in Zululand

Unique Places to Sleep

0 0

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-118/unique-places-sleep/ag-mag-gallery/image/limpopo-lipadi-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-118/unique-places-sleep/ag-mag-gallery/image/limpopo-lipadi-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-118/unique-places-sleep/ag-mag-gallery/image/limpopo-lipadi-10/
http://www.isibindizululodge.co.za/
http://www.isibindizululodge.co.za/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


today.

   The floor to ceiling thatched exterior of each 'beehive' is

intricately woven using local grasses to create a perfectly insulated

room. This doesn’t just offer an aesthetic value but moderates

temperatures so that guests can remain cool in the summer

months and warm during the chilly winters. Each of the rooms is

named after the mountain that it overlooks - such as

Mpompolwana, Makhonda and Malakatha - making each balcony

an ideal place to relax and appreciate the rugged beauty of this

beautiful part of Africa.
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A giraffe on a game drive in Nairobi National Park ©Paras Chandaria

Sleep in a national park in a city in Kenya

In the heart of one of the busiest cities in Africa lies a safe haven

for wildlife and claustrophobes – Nairobi National Park. Whether

on a city break, in transit, or living in the capital, spending a night
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or two in this park is the perfect way to escape the traffic and

retreat to an oasis of bush calm, where the only type of congestion

you may experience is a zebra roadblock.

   As the only accommodation inside Nairobi National Park,

booking a stay at Nairobi Tented Camp through Porini

Gamewatchers offers a quick fix for bush lovers who don’t have the

time to make the journey to one of Kenya’s renowned repertoire of

reserves. Even though the camp’s nine tents may lie in close

proximity to Nairobi’s central business district, the park's open

plains still offer that safari feeling that so many crave. The noise

and the fumes can’t hurt you here and life under this bush blanket

is good.

   Once you’ve left the stress of ‘civilisation’ at the gate, you’ll be

whisked off on a game drive before soothing your soul with a

sundowner around the campfire and quite possibly making the

acquaintance of Fred the resident warthog. After a delicious

dinner, fall asleep to the sound of a buffalo grazing outside your

tent, then wake up the next morning to a freshly brewed pot of

coffee delivered to your room, before heading off on an early

morning game drive in search of lions.

   A stay at Nairobi Tented Camp provides such a unique

juxtaposition of worlds that it’s impossible for it not to stand out

amidst the plethora of safari accommodation in Africa. There is

something fascinating about seeing a wild animal framed against

the backdrop of an urban skyline. It’s this interesting combination

of metropolitan development and the wilderness that makes a stay

at Nairobi Tented Camp so special, and it’s almost utopic as a

metaphor for beast and man to live side by side in harmony.

https://www.porini.com/kenya/in-nairobi/hotels/nairobi-tented-camp/

	Gallery - Unique Places to Sleep



