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Africa fuels our dreams of adventure and exploration, but some

countries inspire us to pick up our passport straight away, while

others don't often spring straight to mind.

As a result of economic and political instability, Zimbabwe has
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suffered a drastic decline in tourism over the last 15 years, and

many tourists have overlooked this magical destination, apart from

to fly in and out of the famous Victoria Falls. Granted, this iconic

world wonder is an incredible destination that should be on

everyone's bucket list, but Zimbabwe has so much more to offer

than these celebrated cascades. Its wildlife heritage is unique and

its diversity of habitats and landscapes evokes the romantic world

of traditional safari goers.

In this week's gallery, photographers and conservationists, Elsa

Bussière and Matthew Wijers, take a trip across this Southern

African country to show the world what Zimbabwe is made of and

to incite travellers to make the trip themselves. Just click on the

'Next' button above each image to explore the waterways, wonders

and wildlife of Zimbabwe, and to learn more about the magic of

this oft forgotten paradise.

Take a look at the below map to get to grips with where you can

find some of the best spots in Zimbabwe:

To find out more about this week’s authors, Elsa Bussière and

Matthew Wijers, head to the last page of this gallery.
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Elsa Bussière and Matthew Wijers

Elsa Bussière and Matthew Wijers are both post-graduate students

in the field of wildlife research and conservation. Elsa works on

the elusive carnivores of the Little Karoo in South Africa, while

Matthew works on lion behaviour in Zimbabwe. The duo met in

Zimbabwe in 2009, and six years later they combined their
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passion for flying and photography to embark on an aerial

adventure over the Zambezi River - Africa’s fourth largest and

arguably least spoilt watercourse.

   They share a passion for the Zimbabwean wilderness and wish to

encourage every adventurous soul to explore this forgotten

paradise, where nature is teaming with life.

     

http://www.jacislodges.co.za/safari/specialized-birding-safari-with-martin-benadie-trevor-hardaker
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Mana Pools, where the kings rule the forest ©Elsa Bussière

The 300km stretch of the Zambezi River below Lake Kariba, which

flows towards Mozambique, is known as the Zambezi Valley and

ranks as the wildest part of Zimbabwe. As one of Africa’s last great

wilderness areas, it is in this fascinating corner of Zimbabwe that
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you'll find the World Heritage Site of Mana Pools National Park.

   The Zambezi emerges from a deep gorge where four main pools

are scattered along the river course, and the cliffs hanging over the

water and floodplains provide shelter to a large and varied wildlife

population. The park stretches across 2,000 km² of prime

riverfront vegetation, much of which is inaccessible except on foot.

As a result, it is completely unspoilt.

   Mana Pools does not look like any other place on earth - its

signature is totally unique. Majestic baobabs and other tall

indigenous trees create a breathtaking forest, which filters the

sun's rays to create a spectacular light and colour under the

canopy. Thanks to this, it is the most wonderful playground for

amateur and professional nature photographers. During the

golden hours of the day, time stands still and the place goes

through a full metamorphosis of baffling beauty. Mana Pools is an

invitation to dream, while watching herds of elephants, impalas

and zebras elegantly dance together in this idyllic environment.

   After purchasing a permit at the reception, visitors are welcome

to leave the confines of their vehicles in this national park to

explore the magic of the Zambezi Valley on foot, which can be a life

changing experience that allows visitors to experience the wild in

an intimate way. The powerful scent of the wild and the sounds of

the bush make for the best guides, and walkers often get close to

big game.

   The Nyamepi Campsite along the Zambezi offers beautiful views

of the river and is totally unfenced. Elephants walk peacefully

through the camps and, in the early hours of the morning, campers

must watch out for hippos heading back to the river. Nature has

never been as loud as it is under the starry sky of Mana Pools.

Hippos roar all night while the sounds of snapping branches and

flowing waters shape the dreams of the campers.
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Harare is full of small surprises ©Elsa Bussière

Zimbabwe’s capital is small by international standards but is still a

good base from which to explore the rest of the country. Harare is

far more than just a transit hub, but is rather considered by many

visitors as an inviting and animated city. And thanks to direct
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Airlink flights between Johannesburg and Harare, it is now a very

accessible destination.

   The central business district is a bustling complex of modern

buildings. The Eastgate Centre is probably the most famous

architectural example of bio-inspiration, as it was designed to

incorporate similar features to those of a termite mound.

   The suburbs are particularly lovely in spring when all the

gardens are ablaze with flowering trees and the avenues with

jacarandas displaying their lilac-colored blooms. Nature is never

far away in Harare as bushpigs, vervet monkeys and owls move

from one garden to another, bringing life to the suburbs that are

bathed in the bright African sunshine. When night falls, frolicking

bush babies even jump on the terraces before disappearing into the

darkness, making it a great place to unwind before heading out

into the wild.

     

http://flyairlink.com/destinations/flights-to-harare
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Musango Island on Lake Kariba ©Elsa Bussière and Matthew

Wijers

Zimbabwe is a landlocked country with a 282km-long inland body

of water that was created by a dam built across the Zambezi River.

Lake Kariba is a wilderness of water, big game and baobab islands,
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and it is a birder’s paradise. Canoes and boats move smoothly on

the still water, allowing you to get up close to thousands of

kingfishers, hundreds of crocodiles and large herds of elephants

covered in red dust that come to drink in the afternoon. Only the

call of the African fish eagle breaks the silence in this region, which

seems to be blessed with an enchanting and eternal serenity.

   Lake Kariba is also a fishing paradise, providing a valuable

source of protein for its local inhabitants. Several thousand tons of

small sardine-like fish, known as kapenta, are harvested from the

water each year. Bream and feisty tigerfish, which are highly prized

by anglers, can also be caught.

   The shores of the lake are so fragmented that it can be

challenging to explore the region by land, but flying over Lake

Kariba is a wonderful experience. From the sky, the landscape

becomes a maze. Thousands of channels create secret inlets that

hippos, water monitors and a myriad of other creatures call home,

while the submerged forests in the shallows host cormorants,

darters, herons, kingfishers and fish eagles. The possibilities for

exploration are endless.

   The Kariba ferry is another attractive means of travel to cross

from one end of the lake to the other - for sightseeing as well as

practical purposes.
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The iconic "Smoke that Thunders" ©Elsa Bussière and

Matthew Wijers

I know we said that Zimbabwe isn't just about Victoria Falls, but

you can't discuss this Southern African country without

mentioning this one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World.
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   Imagine what David Livingstone must have felt in November

1855 when he first saw the series of immense cascades that plunge

thunderously over the 1,700 metre-wide cliff edge into a deep

gorge, creating a rising cloud of spray that can be seen within a

60km radius, earning it the local name of Mosi-oa-Tunya,

meaning "the smoke that thunders”. He was so moved by his

sighting of the waterfall that he famously acclaimed: “Scenes so

lovely must have been gazed on by angels in their flight.”

   The falls also provide the conditions of a tropical forest, which is

home to many unique species of flora and fauna. It is a little piece

of heaven for bushbucks, vervet monkeys and a myriad of birds

like trumpeter hornbills and even occasionally a taita falcon.

   Adventurous travellers can go white water rafting along the

turbulent waters of the Zambezi River, while others prefer to

bungee jump off the bridge between Zambia and Zimbabwe! If

you're looking to lap up this location in luxury, contact Africa

Albida Tourism, which not only boasts a portfolio that includes the

renowned Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, but they can also help to

organise unforgettable experiences, such as helicopter flights,

sunset cruises and canoe rides, to ensure you really make the most

of your time in this traveller's hotspot.

     

http://www.africaalbidatourism.com/
http://www.africaalbidatourism.com/
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A common resident along the shores of the Kariba Dam

©Elsa Bussière and Matthew Wijers

The construction of Lake Kariba’s arch dam started in the late

1950s with the goal of creating a hydroelectric power station

across the Zambezi River. And it was a mammoth task to build a
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128 metre high wall that was 617 metres wide in order to hold back

one of Africa’s greatest rivers.

   As the world's largest manmade reservoir started to fill, 50,000

people were forced to leave their tribal lands - a severe disruption

to their lifestyle with minimal compensation. When the local

people heard that the river would be blocked, they believed it

would make the river god, Nyaminyami, angry and that the dam

wall would be destroyed by floods. A year into the building project,

the powerful river rose to flood level, damaging lots of equipment

and washing away some of the access roads. The odds of another

flood occurring the following year were slim, but an even bigger

flood hit the dam causing serious damage - including to the main

wall. The dam was finally opened in 1960, but there was a whole

new respect for the power of the river god.

   Another impact of the dam was the transition from a riverine to a

lacustrine environment. Before its construction, the Zambezi River

flowed normally and exhibited seasonal fluctuations in water

levels. However, when the large reservoir was filled, the fish that

needed flowing water disappeared, while those that adapted to

lacustrine conditions were able to multiply, and a large fishing

industry developed, which benefited local communities.

  The abundance of fish in the newly created environment has also

been beneficial to some of the wildlife, such as crocodiles and

aquatic birds. Hippo and buffalo numbers are also on the rise as a

result of the development of Panicum repens grassland on the

shore.

   Crocodiles sometimes swim across the lake but they generally

prefer to stay around the shores, as most of their kills usually

happen in the shallows. However, when on land, crocodiles risk

becoming prey to hungry lions. Near Matusadona National Park on



Lake Kariba, some young male lions, known as the Bumi Boys,

appear to regularly dine on crocodile. When this behaviour was

first observed, it was believed to be for opportunistic reasons, but

the killing continued and they have taken on much bigger

crocodiles that were up to four metres long. To stand the chance to

scan the shoreline with your own eyes for this predator showdown,

a stay at Bumi Hills Safari Lodge should be on your agenda. And

even if you don't get to see any croc eating lions, this exclusive

lodge perched on a hill above Lake Kariba will offer unbelievable

views and the height of luxury in this game-rich area.

     

http://www.bumihills.com/
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A bateleur eagle in a birder's paradise ©Elsa Bussière

Many twitchers consider Hwange to be up there with the best, and

there are said to be around 400 species in the national park. This

is largely due to the great diversity of habitats in the park, as well

as the migrating bird species that take advantage of the colossal

Zimbabwe: Not Just Victoria Falls

0 0

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-104/zimbabwe-not-just-victoria-falls/ag-mag-gallery/image/natures-light1/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-104/zimbabwe-not-just-victoria-falls/ag-mag-gallery/image/natures-light1/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-104/zimbabwe-not-just-victoria-falls/ag-mag-gallery/image/natures-light1/
http://bussierelsa.wix.com/zazoo
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


number of insects during the rainy season. It is not uncommon to

see 40 or so raptors feeding on a termite swarm just after the first

rains, which is a feast that mongooses and baboons are also happy

to join.

   There are two main seasons in Hwange National Park. From

November to April the weather is hot and wet, attracting high

flocks of migrating birds – both intra-African and Palearctic.

Amur falcons soar the sky and the landscape is mottled with

southern carmine bee-eaters, which bring bright colours to the

thirsty land.

   The rest of the year the weather is dry and mild, but

temperatures often drop to below freezing at night. Because it's at

the doorstep to the Kalahari, Hwange offers good sightings of

desert-adapted species, such as sandgrouse and coursers. The

open grassland with its scattered thorn trees makes a good home

for the southern ground-hornbill, grey crowned crane and

secretary bird. Red-crested korhaan and shaft-tailed whydah can

also be found in scrubby areas along the roads.

   During the wet months, an astounding number of waterbird

species frequent the pans and dams. But Hwange is probably best

known for its raptors. Bateleur, martial eagle, tawny eagle, African

hawk eagle, brown snake-eagle, black-chested snake-eagle and

pearl-spotted owlet are all common.

   Hwange also offers a good chance of seeing a very special bird -

the yellow form of the crimson breasted shrike, which often used

to be spotted at Main Camp, near the reception. The Hwange

Birder once recorded a sighting of one yellow and one red parent

feeding a yellow chick, and two red parents feeding a yellow chick

the following year, which suggests that the yellow gene is present

in several individuals.

http://hwangebirder.blogspot.co.za/
http://hwangebirder.blogspot.co.za/
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On top of the world in Matobo Hills ©Matthew Wijers

Matobo, meaning ‘bald heads’ in the local language of sindebele, is

the oldest national park in Zimbabwe and, thanks to its rich

cultural heritage, it has also been a UNESCO World Heritage Site

since 2003. A visit to Matobo Hills, which is located only 50km

from Bulawayo, the country's second largest city, will plunge you

into a unique and magical environment, where distinctive rock
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landforms seem to come alive.

   The area exhibits a profusion of granite boulders, which provide

a playground for soaring Verreaux’s eagles, elusive leopards and

rainbow-coloured lizards - all of which abound in the area and are

perceived to be the guardians of ancestral spirits.

   Wind and rain are the two great artists at work in this region,

and they have shaped the granite formations in so many different

ways over 3,000 million years. If you let your mind and

imagination wander when exploring the Matobo Hills, all the

delicately balanced rocks soon will take the shapes of animals,

people and buildings.

   On top of the granite hills, grassy plains, rivers and lakes reveal

themselves in the mineral landscape. Cecil John Rhodes’ grave lies

on top of Malindidzimu Hill, which he called the “View of the

World”, and is where he would stand in wonder of the landscape

in front of him and note that “the peacefulness of it all; the chaotic

grandeur of it; it creates a feeling of awe and brings home to one

how very small we are.”

   With such inspiring scenery, a pleasant climate and a safe

environment, the Matobo Hills are best explored on foot. The area

conceals a wealth of overhangs, caves and shelters, and hikers can

find themselves transported back 6,000 years to when the Khoisan

called the area their home.

   This is also the best Zimbabwean national park in which to see

white and black rhinoceros. Zimbabwe has been losing its rhinos

to poaching for many years. In the 1980s, there were more than

1,000 black rhinos in Zimbabwe, and the Zambezi Valley hosted

the largest single population in the word. However, not even 15

years later, more than 70% of the country's black rhino population

has been wiped out by poachers. As a result, most of the remaining



rhinos were moved to private lands, mainly in the Lowveld region

of southern Zimbabwe, and the Lowveld Rhino Trust (LRT), which

is centrally involved in the protection of nearly 90% of the rhinos

in Zimbabwe, has proven resilient and resourceful in its crusade to

safeguard and protect this emblematic species from the poaching

epidemic.

   Matobo also has an Intensive Protection Zone, where a large

population of black and white rhinoceros are successfully

breeding. It is common to come across anti-poaching patrols

several times a day while exploring the park, and the rangers know

every single rhino and follow them daily. More adventurous

travellers can even spend the whole day with professional guides,

tracking rhino on foot in the splendid Matobo Hills.

     



◄ Back Next ◄
Picture 10 of 16

  

Looking over Hwange’s giants ©Elsa Bussière and Matthew

Wijers

Hwange is the largest national park in Zimbabwe and is one of

Africa’s premier game reserves. It is close to the edge of the

Kalahari Desert, which means that most of the park is underlain by

Zimbabwe: Not Just Victoria Falls

0 0

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-104/zimbabwe-not-just-victoria-falls/ag-mag-gallery/image/leupold-sx-2-kenai-1-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-104/zimbabwe-not-just-victoria-falls/ag-mag-gallery/image/leupold-sx-2-kenai-1-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-104/zimbabwe-not-just-victoria-falls/ag-mag-gallery/image/leupold-sx-2-kenai-1-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


Kalahari sand that supports teak and mopane woodlands, as well

as dry acacia scrub. Hwange comprises of 14,000 km² of woodland

savannah that is interspersed with saltpans, vast open palm-

fringed plains and grasslands. As a result, this park can boast one

of the greatest diversities of wildlife of any national park in the

world.

   Despite this breathtaking variety, elephants represent more than

85% of the total biomass of large herbivores in the park. Elephant

culling stopped in 1986 and the population doubled in just six

years to around 30,000 individuals, which equates to two

elephants per square kilometre.

   Hwange is a dry region in which the only notable watercourses in

the park are the Deka and Lukosi rivers in the north-west, as well

as their tributaries. As a result, game viewing is at its best in the

dry season when the scarcity of water attracts large numbers of

elephants to the waterholes. It creates a special feeling to be

surrounded by so many of those giants, and heightens a sense of

appreciation of the immensity of the surrounding wilderness.

There are numerous boreholes throughout the park, many of

which are maintained by the tourism lodges.

   During a stay in the heart of Hwange in a luxury tented camp like

Somalisa Camp, it is a common sight to see herds of elephants

coming to quench their thirst and bathe in the late afternoon. Few

parks in Africa offer such a wonderful spectacle, and the views

from the Nyamandhlovu and Guvalala platforms are particularly

astounding. Sitting on the platform sipping a sundowner, with

elephants swimming nearby and the sun slipping behind the

horizon, must rate as one of the best experiences that the

continent has to offer.

   Despite a ban on the international trade in ivory, African

http://www.africanbushcamps.com/camps-safaris/zimbabwe/somalisa-camp/


elephants are still being poached in large numbers, and Hwange

National Park is not spared. Poachers have killed numerous

elephants by lacing waterholes and salt licks with cyanide.

Scavengers that fed on their carcasses were also poisoned.

Poaching remains a serious anthropogenic threat to wildlife, but a

24/7 anti-poaching team is costly. By visiting Hwange National

Park and the rest of the country’s wildlife destinations, tourists

will also be supporting the economy and providing national parks

with greater means to fight the poaching epidemic.
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Rock art of Stone Age hunter-gatherers ©Elsa Bussière

The rock formations in the Matobo Hills were inhabited for

40,000 years and have been associated with human settlement

from the early Stone Age when the San hunter-gatherers used

them for shelter.
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   The San left a rich heritage in rock paintings across Zimbabwe,

and 3,000 registered rock art sites are found in the Matobo Hills

alone. The park is a maze of painted caves - some dating back

13,000 years and that stand among the best preserved rock

paintings in the world.

   They illustrate the evolution of new artistic styles and socio-

religious beliefs, as well as the daily lives of the San people. Clay

ovens, historical artefacts and various archeological discoveries

have been recorded at sites that are now accessible to the public.

To this day, archeologists keep finding new pieces to the jigsaw

that will unravel the mysteries of the first settlers. And the Matobo

Hills continue to remain a strong focus for the local community,

which still uses its shrines and sacred corners for traditional,

social and economic activities.

     




