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Will Burrard-Lucas recently published a book entitled Top

Wildlife Sites of the World in which he features his favourite

wildlife locations around the globe.

Top Wildlife Sites of Africa by Will Burrard-Lucas

http://www.topwildlifesites.com/
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As a British wildlife photographer, Will has travelled to Africa

more than to any other continent, and deciding on his favourite

African sites to include in the book was a difficult task. In the end

he decided to include a few of the obvious choices but also some

more obscure locations as well. His book, therefore, isn’t

necessarily a selection of the best, wildest or easiest to visit sites in

Africa, but simply a selection of some of his favourites.

   

Just click on the 'Next' button above each image to get a sneak

peek of 10 African sites featured in the book, as well as a bit of

information about each place from the photographer himself. We

would also love to hear what your favourite African wildlife sites

are in the comments below!

   

Find out more about Top Wildlife Sites of the World and Will

Burrard-Lucas on the last page of this gallery.



Top Wildlife Sites of the World by Will Burrard-Lucas

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Will Burrard-Lucas is a professional wildlife photographer from

the UK who uses innovation and technology to achieve fresh

perspectives in his work. He is also the founder of Camtraptions -

a company through which he sells his products for camera trap

photography. If you're a fan of Will's work, you can join his free

http://www.topwildlifesites.com/
http://www.burrard-lucas.com/
http://www.camtraptions.com/


online wildlife photography course here.

   

Top Wildlife Sites of the World is his new coffee table book, which

features more than 30 wildlife hotspots around the world. The

book is illustrated with 360 beautiful images taken over the course

of 10 years. To accompany the photos, Will's wife and travel

companion, Natalie, has written an evocative account of what it’s

like to visit each destination.

   

You can get a free ebook and order Top Wildlife Sites of the World

here.

http://www.wildlifephoto.com/?utm_source=africageo&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=blog&utm_campaign=agblogs
http://www.topwildlifesites.com/
http://www.topwildlifesites.com/


◄ Back Next ►
Picture 2 of 15

A free-roaming black rhino in the Kunene region of Namibia ©Will Burrard-Lucas

KUNENE REGION, NAMIBIA

The Kunene region is the only desert area in Africa that supports

the full complement of mega-herbivores and large carnivores such

as the desert-adapted African elephant, lion, cheetah, leopard and
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brown hyena. It is also home to healthy populations of giraffe,

mountain zebra, springbok, gemsbok and kudu. However, the area

is perhaps most famed for supporting the largest free-roaming (i.e.

not within a national park) population of black rhinoceros in the

world.

   In the Palmwag Concession, it is possible to join scouts from Save

the Rhino Trust to track black rhinos on foot. Having an intimate

on-foot encounter with these notoriously grumpy herbivores is

both exhilarating and humbling.

http://www.mydreamsafari.com/
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Elephants galore in Hwange National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

HWANGE NATIONAL PARK, ZIMBABWE

Hwange National Park is the largest reserve in Zimbabwe,

occupying almost 15,000km² in the north-west of the country. The
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park is on the edge of the Kalahari Desert, and this dry area with

sparse vegetation historically did not support the concentration of

game seen today. It wasn’t until 1929 when the national park was

founded, and the new warden of the park set upon the task of

drilling boreholes to create permanent waterholes, that wildlife

populations - in particular elephant - started to grow. In recent

times, the large number of elephants has actually been having a

negative impact on the park’s other flora and fauna.

   Watching large herds of elephant congregating at a waterhole is a

highlight of any trip to Hwange. Visitors may also encounter some

truly impressive lions (Cecil was from Hwange), as well as more

elusive carnivores such as cheetahs and wild dogs.

   

Stand the chance to win a two-night trip to African Luxury

Hideaways' Elephant’s Eye in Hwange National Park by entering

the 2016 Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year competition.

http://www.africanluxuryhideaways.com/
http://www.africanluxuryhideaways.com/
http://africageographic.com/photographer-of-the-year/entry-details/
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A lone Ethiopian wolf in Bale Mountain National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

BALE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK, ETHIOPIA

In the remote highlands of south-eastern Ethiopia lies Bale

Mountains National Park. The park covers an area of over

2,000km² and sits more than 3,000m above sea level. Its varied
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habitats are home to some of the rarest animals on Earth. The

park has more endemic animals within its boundaries than any

other national park, with unique and vulnerable species such as

Ethiopian wolf, mountain nyala, Bale monkey and giant mole-rat.

To see these creatures in their beautiful, but fragile, home is a

privilege.

   The Ethiopian wolf is the rarest canid on Earth and the most

endangered carnivore in Africa, with fewer than 450 animals

remaining. The entire global population is found on just seven

mountains in the Ethiopian Highlands, with more than half of

them living in the Bale Mountains.

   

You can find out more about Will's project to photograph the

wolves in his Ethiopian wolf blog post.

http://blog.burrard-lucas.com/2014/06/ethiopian-wolf/
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A sable in the Okavango Delta ©Will Burrard-Lucas

OKAVANGO DELTA, BOTSWANA

The Okavango Delta in Botswana is a very large inland delta. The

water of the delta comes from the Okavango River, the source of

which lies in Angola and flows over 1,600km into Botswana. The
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delta is formed where the Okavango River empties itself into the

Kalahari Desert. None of the water from the Okavango River flows

into the sea. Rain that falls in the Angolan Highlands flows

downriver and the delta floods each year from March onwards.

The inundation causes the delta to swell to three times its usual

size, attracting a phenomenal abundance of wildlife and creating a

land of plenty that is truly one of the most beautiful places that I’ve

ever visited. The delta is also an excellent place to see leopards and

African wild dogs.

   

Explore the heart of the Okavango Delta on a mokoro, kayak or

boat with Lelobu Safaris.

http://www.botswanabackpackertours.com/budgetsafaris.htm
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Zooming in to the Amber Mountain National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

AMBER MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK, MADAGASCAR

The island of Madagascar split away from mainland Africa around

160 million years ago, and it has stood completely alone for over

80 million years. This isolation created a place where animals
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could evolve in wonderful ways in order to fill different ecological

niches. As a result, more than 90% of the island’s mammals and

reptiles are not found anywhere else on Earth. For the wildlife

enthusiast it is a biological wonderland.

   Every national park in Madagascar has its own unique species.

Amber Mountain in the north of the country is a rainforest

ecosystem with a plethora of interesting reptiles, birds and lemurs.

http://www.madikwe.com/specials/entry/wild-wine-photographic-safari
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After dark in the Makgadikgadi Pans National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

MAKGADIKGADI PANS NATIONAL PARK, BOTSWANA

Makgadikgadi Pans National Park lies in the Kalahari Desert to the

south-east of the Okavango Delta. It is made up of numerous salt

pans and is home to Africa’s second largest zebra migration. It is

Top Wildlife Sites of Africa by Will Burrard-Lucas

http://www.burrard-lucas.com/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


also one of the best places for catching a glimpse of the elusive

aardvark.

   On first appearance, it looks barren. However, sandy desert lies

between the individual pans, and at the fringe is the grassland and

shrubby savannah of the Makgadikgadi Pans National Park. This is

excellent habitat for meerkats. The meerkats in this area are wild,

but over time have been studied and visited by tourists, so they

have become habituated to humans. This means it is possible to

get close to them, and they may even make use of you as a lookout

post in their vigilant surveillance of the surroundings!

   

Watch Will's fun behind-the-scenes video here: Photographing

Meerkats

http://blog.burrard-lucas.com/2014/04/photographing-meerkats/
http://blog.burrard-lucas.com/2014/04/photographing-meerkats/
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Tracking mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK, RWANDA

Volcanoes National Park in north-western Rwanda was

established in 1925, making it the oldest national park in Africa.

The national park is contiguous with Virunga National Park in the
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Democratic Republic of Congo and Mgahinga Gorilla National

Park in Uganda.

   The Virunga Mountains are home to the Critically Endangered

mountain gorilla. Visiting the gorillas is expensive, can involve a

tough trek and you can only spend one hour with them per day.

However, it is still well worth it, as being in the presence of these

intelligent, gentle giants is simply wonderful.

   

Meet the mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park and enjoy

the beauty of the Virungas on a three-day gorilla trekking safari

with Africa Geographic Travel.

http://africageographic.com/expeditions/gorilla-trekking-rwandas-volcanoes-national-park/
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A forest elephant in Odzala National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

ODZALA NATIONAL PARK, CONGO

Odzala National Park is situated in the remote north-west of the

Republic of Congo. It lies within the Congo Basin, in the world’s

second-largest tropical rainforest after the Amazon. The park
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covers 13,600km² of wilderness with numerous different habitats,

including primary forest, savannah, rivers and forest bais,

supporting a huge diversity of flora and fauna. It is home to

significant populations of western lowland gorilla and forest

elephant, which were two of the biggest draws of the park for me.

   

Tracking the lowland gorillas is a particularly wild and

exhilarating experience, as can be seen in this short video by Will.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87_FarjFIq8
http://www.mydreamsafari.com/
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Close-up with a lion in the Serengeti National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK, TANZANIA

The Serengeti National Park in northern Tanzania lies within the

larger Mara-Serengeti ecosystem that encompasses the

Ngorongoro Conservation Area and crosses into south-western
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Kenya to include the Maasai Mara National Reserve. The Serengeti

is famed for its big cats, particularly lions. Of course, it is also well

known for the Great Migration, which sees over 1.5 million

wildebeest, along with other antelopes and zebras, undertake an

annual journey as they follow the rain and seek fresh pastures. For

me, the Serengeti’s open grass plains and abundance of animals

are the very essence of wild Africa.

   

Watch Will's award-winning time-lapse video of the Great

Migration here: Wildebeest Migration Time-lapse.

http://blog.burrard-lucas.com/2014/10/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-time-lapse/
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Spot a leopard in South Luangwa National Park ©Will Burrard-Lucas

SOUTH LUANGWA NATIONAL PARK, ZAMBIA

South Luangwa National Park in eastern Zambia covers 9,050km².

The lifeline of the park is the Luangwa River, which is one of the

last major unaltered rivers in Southern Africa. It has no dams, no
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major towns on its banks, no commercial agriculture, minimal

pollution and only two bridges along its entire length. As a result,

the valley is at the mercy of Zambia’s two seasons - wet and dry.

During the wet season from November to May, the rains cause the

river to rise and swell, breaking its banks and flooding the parched

valley floor. When the rains end, the river shrinks back, and its

surroundings become drier and drier as months go by. The

streams disappear and wildlife finds itself clinging to the river edge

and permanent waterholes. Prey is forced to drink alongside

predator until the first rain comes once more.

   The valley is perhaps best known for its abundance of leopards

that are readily seen. In fact, on my last trip I even managed to

photograph one without realising it! It also supports one of the

highest hippo densities in Africa as well as lots of elephants.

Finally, visitors also have the opportunity to encounter African

wild dogs.

   

Experience the South Luangwa and its characteristic ‘dambos’

(oxbow lakes) with Norman Carr Safaris and enjoy the chance to

discover the region on foot.

http://www.normancarrsafaris.com/about/history
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Lesser visited locations take centre stage in this week's Africa

Geographic Photographer of the Year gallery, brought to you by

Cape Union Mart and Canon.

   To zoom in on these unusual corners of the continent, just click

on the 'Next' button above each image. And if you have a

refreshing perspective that you'd like to share, then get involved in

the last few weeks of our competition by entering here.
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Lagoon reflections in Betty's Bay, South Africa ©Johan Hosten
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Children play in a makeshift house in Motsoaledi informal settlement, South Africa ©Ilan

Ossendryver
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A shy, young Himba girl in the Epupa region of Namibia ©Matthieu Rivart
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Chaos ensues during the great migration in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©Panos

Laskarakis

Week 20: Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year 2016

http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


◄ Back Next ►
Picture 7 of 9

Sociable weaver nests in Sesriem, Namibia ©Gary Proctor
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A rosy-faced lovebird in flight at Spitzkoppe, Namibia ©Ernest Porter
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Don't mess with the boss at Sabi Sand Game Reserve, South Africa ©Trevor McCall-Peat
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A starry, starry night at Spitzkoppe, Namibia ©Anna Mart-Kruger
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