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enter a barren land where white clay meets an ice-blue sky,

marred only by a vulture that is coming in to land on a

giraffe carcass. The ‘Great White Place’ gives new meaning

to ‘bone dry’. At the end of a ruthless dry spell, the land is

crying out for the taste of rain, but there are no signs of a

I

http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


storm brewing. Africa is renowned for its big skies and never more so

than at Etosha.

On the ground, a primal energy rules. The awkward stoop of thirsty,

drinking giraffes makes them easy prey for Etosha’s lions, and

carcasses lay scattered around the waterhole in various states of

decay. Hyenas, jackals and vultures are queuing up for their turn at

the buffet; that is if the lions leave anything behind.

Lions are in for a feast ©Janine Avery



 

A young kudu bleats. It is stuck up to its shoulders in the middle of

the shrinking waterhole. A hyena looks on, sensing an easy prey,

while the kudu’s father, with his snaking horns, stands watch, and a

skinny warthog tentatively drinks nearby. The young kudu makes it

Namibia’s national animal holds fort ©Janine Avery

Hyenas in the pan ©Anja Denker
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A wildlife haven that
represents raw Africa

out safely, the hyena skulks away and I too move on past the Etosha

Pan, which is so large that it can be seen from outer space.

There is not another car in sight and I could be forgiven for thinking

that I own the land, until a stubborn rhino lets me know that he

actually does. I understand my place and pay my respects to

Namibia’s national animal as an oryx ambles past, followed by

elephants of varying shades; from ivory white to ebony black –

depending on which waterhole they decided to bathe in.

Members of a mongoose family go about their business, while a lazy

few lie flat in the shade of a cool termite mound and a hyena drags

around a zebra skin; her rotund belly scraping the ground. Damara

dik-diks, which once seemed to have been out in abundance, have

now seemingly disappeared, as a martial eagle picks on the remains

of one of these little antelopes.

This

is Etosha National Park – a unique reserve in Namibia that is home

to a 100-million-year-old salt pan and a turbulent history,

remembered on the monuments throughout the park’s rest camps. It

is a photographer’s dream come true, a birder’s delight, a wildlife

haven and a place that, for me, represents raw Africa.



The ‘white elephants’ that garner their colour from the clay of the

salt pan, which acts as a form of sunscreen and which they liberally

smear over their bodies to cool down, should be at the top of

anyone’s Etosha bucket list. The best place to catch a glimpse of one

of these famous ‘ghosts’ is at Nebrownii waterhole, where that iconic

Etosha scene will unfold before your eyes with ostriches, springbok,

zebra, gemsbok, giraffe, wildebeest and zebra all congregating for

their share of the life-giving waters.

What to see and how to see it

If you are visiting during the dry season, it is best to hunker down at

one of the many waterholes – including natural springs and man-

It all kicks off at the waterhole ©Anja Denker
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made boreholes – and wait to see what comes for a visit. The stretch

covering the Sueda, Salvadora and Rietfontein waterholes provides a

wealth of sightings and we were lucky to see two lionesses with their

cubs on this stretch of road.

A lioness passes with her cubs in tow ©Janine Avery

A ‘white elephant’ keeps the ostriches company at the waterhole ©Janine Avery



 

Chudob was another winning choice for our trip, as it was situated

within easy reach of the Von Lindguist Gate and our accommodation

at Mokuti Etosha Lodge, which is situated just outside of the national

park. Here we were able to watch the wildlife come and go as the sun

set in the background, while still having enough time to make it to

the gate before closing.

The man-made Halali waterhole is situated at Halali Rest Camp and

is a great place to sit with a sundowner or snack, and a pair of

http://www.mokutietoshalodge.com/
http://www.porini.com/special-offers.html?sub=late-booking-bargain


binoculars. But be careful not to leave your food unattended as a pair

of honey badgers are known to go after anything they can, including

your toes!

If you’re a birder, you’ll find Fisher’s Pan an absolute delight during

the rainy season when the pan welcomes thousands of flamingoes, as

well as other wetland birds and migratory species.

The plains between Halali and Okaukuejo camps are a great place to

spot smaller creatures such as the bat-eared fox, while the western

side of Etosha has recently opened to the public and provides a

different type of landscape thanks to its red soil and undulating

terrain. On this side of the park you will find Hartmann’s mountain

zebra, black rhino and black-faced impala.

Before visiting the park, it is important to note the fees that are

based on your nationality and vehicle. These fees are paid at the

camps within the park, and proof of payment needs to be presented

when exiting.

It is also important to respect the opening and closing times of the

park, which are based on sunrise and sunset, and so change with the

seasons.



When to go

Winter: May to October is dry season and provides the most action

in Etosha as the wildlife congregates around the waterholes. This is

the busiest season for visitors, due to the great visibility for sightings,

as well as the mild weather. I visited the park in November, which is

the end of the dry season in the region, but the park still had not seen

any rain. While waterholes were low, the game looked healthy.

However, there was little game to be seen in between these sources.

Summer: The months of January and February are the height of

rainy season and it is in these months that the usually dry salt plan of

Etosha is transformed into an exquisite birder’s haven with

thousands of flamingoes and migratory birds. The European bee-

eater is a particular delight! However, it is harder to guarantee game

sightings during this quieter period, as the animals have no need to

visit the waterholes. Consequently, more driving is necessary and

you can expect temperatures during the day to reach up to 40°C.

Wildlife in the recently opened western side of the park ©Anja Denker
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How to get there

Airlink offers a wide network of regional and domestic flights within

southern Africa and operates as a franchisee to SAA. Airlink offers

A damara dik-dik ©Anja Denker

An Etosha icon ©Anja Denker

http://flyairlink.com/
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direct flights between Cape Town and Windhoek, and through their

alliance with SAA travellers can connect conveniently with partner

airlines throughout the world. Bookings can be done online, via a

booking agent or through SAA Central Reservations on +27 (0)

11 978 1111. I arrived via the two-hour Airlink flight and thereafter

rented a car for the approximately five-hour drive up to Etosha

National Park. If you are travelling from Windhhoek, the nearest gate

is Anderson Gate, which is close to Okaukuejo Rest Camp.

While the road to Etosha is in good condition, be sure to watch out

for kudu, warthogs and the odd steenbok, which can suddenly dash

out in front of your car – as one heart-racingly did with me. Thanks

to Namibia’s flat landscapes my rental sedan was fine, but most

visitors in the park were flashing a bakkie or 4×4, and I did

sometimes envy their height, as they were able to look over my small

car when parked at the waterholes, which can become quite busy.

http://flyairlink.com/


Life at the life-giving Chudop waterhole ©Anja Denker
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I broke the journey into two parts by stopping at Okonjima, home of

the AfriCat Foundation, on the way up. At Okonjima, a variety of

accommodation options are on offer, from camping to your own

private bush villa. Money raised from their lodgings goes to

supporting the work of AfriCat, which focuses on the conservation of

Namibia’s large carnivores, conservation education and the

mitigation of human-wildlife conflict in Namibia. AfriCat also has

another base on the south-western border of Etosha, where they are

aiming to mitigate conflict between local farmers and lions.

Okonjima is currently home to leopards, lions, hyenas and wild dogs

– many of which have been rescued, while some are natural residents

of the reserve. These carnivores, which may otherwise have been

http://www.okonjima.com/
http://www.okonjima.com/
http://www.wildfrontiers.com/index.php?q=con,341,SPECIAL-OFFER-UGANDA-ENJOY-A-FREE-NIGHT,-OR-TWO,-AT-OUR-LODGES


confined to a life in captivity, are given a chance to become self-

sustaining in Okonjima’s protected area. And I managed to tick three

of Namibia’s big cats off my list before I even reached Etosha. This

was great as it meant that I wasn’t so focused on predator sightings

during my time in the national park, and the shorter drive also

meant that I had time to enter the park through Anderson Gate and

spend the rest of the day driving to exit at Von Lindguist Gate near

Namutoni, where Mokuti Etosha Lodge was waiting my arrival.

Booking and accommodation

Etosha’s three main camps – Okaukuejo, Halali and Namutoni – all

provide a range of accommodation, swimming pools, restaurants,

petrol stations and shops. They also all feature floodlit waterholes,

but Okaukuejo’s simply exquisite waterhole is the most famous and

frequented.  The waterhole rooms at Okaukuejo offer a great view of

the passing game, and it is well worth getting a room with a balcony

so that you can stay and admire the view without having to leave your

G+T behind!

Etosha’s newest camp, Olifantsrus, offers camping only, while Etosha

A collared cheetah roams its home at Okonjima ©Anja Denker
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also offers some more luxurious camps in the form of the stunning

unfenced Dolomite and the low-impact Onkoshi, with Onkoshi

offering chalets set on wooden stilts situated in a spectacular spot

overlooking the pan.

Onkoshi Camp overlooks the pan ©Anja Denker

Relax and enjoy the comfort of Mokuti Etosha Lodge ©Mokuti Etosha

Lodge
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However, if you are looking for a spa, activities for kids and a gym,

then many private lodges and reserves dot the perimeter of the park,

and most are situated near to Anderson Gate. My pick of private

lodges would have to be Mokuti Etosha Lodge, which is set in

tranquil landscaped gardens and offers a great restaurant with a

wide array of local dishes, as well as two swimming pools in which to

cool down from the harsh Namibian sun.

Win with Africa Geographic and Tony Park

http://www.mokutietoshalodge.com/
http://africageographic.com/travel/tailor-made-safaris/


An Empty Coast, the latest novel by Tony Park is set at the edge of

Namibia’s Etosha National Park. Australian author Park has a deep

love for the African bush and wildlife and is the author of eleven

novels set in Africa. In this novel a father will do anything to solve

the mystery of his son’s disappearance, a mother will do anything to

find her daughter and a man tries to keep both parents alive. To win

one of three copies of An Empty Coast, simply sign up to

Africa Geographic’s newsletter to enter! Competition closes 31

January 2016 and existing subscribers will automatically be entered

into the draw.

 

 

http://panmacmillan.co.za/catalogue/an-empty-coast/
http://www.tonypark.net/
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As the dry season comes to an end in Etosha National Park,

wildlife abounds at the waterholes as animals vie for this life-

giving source. And the beautiful country of Namibia reveals yet

another side to its vast and glorious personality.

Gallery: The Great White Place
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Explore the wonders of Etosha National Park in this gallery of

images by Anja Denker and Janine Avery. Follow them on their

adventure through the park and discover their encounters with

some of Africa's most iconic and majestic wildlife by clicking on

the 'Next' button above each image.

   

Cover image provided by Anja Denker.
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A rhino lets the zebras know who's boss ©Janine Avery
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The wrinkles of an iconic 'white elephant' ©Anja Denker

Gallery: The Great White Place

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-77/gallery-the-great-white-place/ag-mag-gallery/image/the-great-white-place-gallery/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-77/gallery-the-great-white-place/ag-mag-gallery/image/the-great-white-place-gallery/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-77/gallery-the-great-white-place/ag-mag-gallery/image/the-great-white-place-gallery/
https://www.facebook.com/Anja-Denker-Wildlife-Photography-and-Visual-Art-246355102104717/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


◄ Back Next ►
Picture 10 of 11

A giraffe quenches its thirst ©Janine Avery

Gallery: The Great White Place

http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


A kudu overlooks a lion kill ©Janine Avery
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Face off with a wildebeest ©Janine Avery
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Getting up close and personal with a rhino ©Anja Denker
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Zebras in the recently opened western side of the national park ©Anja Denker
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A lone bat-eared fox ©Janine Avery
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A hyena isn't scared of a little dirt ©Janine Avery
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The entries are rolling in and the Africa Geographic Photographer

of the Year 2016 competition is picking up the pace. Brought to

you by Canon and Cape Union Mart, the competition is most

certainly shining a spotlight on the talent that is lurking behind

the lens in Africa, and the calibre of entries is exceeding even the

wildest of expectations!

   

Just click on the 'Next' button above each image, and prepare to be

delighted and astounded. You may even fancy dusting off your

suitcase and packing your khakis in preparation for your own trip

to this sensational continent!

Week 3: Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year 2016
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And if you think you have what it takes to become Africa

Geographic's Photographer of the Year 2016, we'd love nothing

more than for you to join in the fun and stand the chance to win

one of the amazing prizes up for grabs. Just click here for more

details and to enter the competition.
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Cute lion cub twins in the Kruger National Park ©Massimo da Silva

Week 3: Africa Geographic Photographer of the Year 2016
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A proud Maasai warrior stands by his hut as a summer storm brews on the outskirts of the

Serengeti National Park in Tanzania ©Andrew MacDonald
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A bateleur eagle takes flight in the Kgalagadi ©Kate Morris
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The reflection of an impala ram drinking at the Matabole Hide at Mashatu in Botswana ©Anna

Mart-Kruger
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A spotted bush snake pokes its head up at Berg-en-dal Camp in the Kruger National Park

©Celeste Polley
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Hidden treasure is revealed on the beach at Blombos in the Western Cape ©Kate Morris
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A leopard with his scaly catch in MalaMala Game Reserve ©James Craig Moodie
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A lion family walks along a dry riverbed in Amazulu Game Reserve in South Africa ©Ben ter

Huurne
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A young baboon poses as 'The Thinker' in Tarangire National Park in Tanzania ©Jacques-Andre

Dupont
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A jackal at Lesholoago Pan in the Mabuasehube Game Reserve in Botswana ©Carla Lyle
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Lightning crashes in the Sabi Sand ©Neil Whyte
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A man rides his bike home from work in Mombasa, Kenya ©Pareet Shah
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Coming face-to-face with a Cape buffalo at Amakhosi Safari Lodge ©Heinrich Neumeyer
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A giraffe and attendant oxpeckers go for a drink in the Xinii area of the Okavango Delta in

Botswana ©Fred von Winckelmann
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