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Africa is a continent of contrasts and offers a range of experiences

for holiday makers and locals alike. From seeing the Big Five in

some of the world's most iconic destinations, to having the chance

to unwind on an island idyll, there's something for everyone.
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Whether you're a beach baby who loves a picture postcard setting,

or a seasoned safari-goer in search of more sightings, Africa will

not disappoint.

   The continent's coastal towns cover a range of cultures and are

steeped in rich histories. From the Cape of Good Hope at its

southernmost tip, to the chocolate islands of Sao Tome & Principe

in its 'armpit', you could island hop for eternity across Africa's

waves. Meanwhile, a whopping 30,368,609km² of safari terrain

means that the continent's game reserves also vary drastically in

their landscapes and residents, so bush goers will never get bored.

   If you are undecided about whether you want to bump along in a

Landy looking for leopards or work on your tan in a sandy

paradise, don't beat around the bush as it doesn’t have to be a

question of choosing. Just grab your SPF30 and the bug spray, and

have the best of both worlds by combining the bush and the beach

on one holiday in Africa!

   So slip on your flip-flops, pack your veldskoens, and enjoy a

small selection of our personal favourite blissful bush and beach

experiences. Just click on the 'Next' button above each image to

continue your 'travels'.

   

To find out more about this week's author, enjoy a cocktail with

Georgina Lockwood on the final page of this gallery.

   

Cover image provided by Machangulo Beach Lodge, Mozambique.

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-30/chocolate-islands-sao-tome-and-principe-island-paradise/
http://www.machangulobeachlodge.com/
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Georgina Lockwood at Djuma Private Game Reserve ©Janine Avery

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Georgie grew up escaping Johannesburg city to go horseback

riding in the Magaliesberg mountains or Land Rover-ing in the

Madikwe sandveld. Accustomed to the sun on her face and the
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wind in her hair, Georgina embarked as a trainee sailor on a three-

masted barque to travel the world beyond her beloved Southern

Africa. Ship life steered her to remote destinations and ecological

treasure houses like the Galapagos, Pitcairn Island and Polynesia.

Once grounded, her love of the outdoors developed into a deep

respect for the environment and a desire to preserve it. Georgina

graduated from the University of Cape Town with a degree in

Environmental Science.

http://magazine.africageographic.com/wp-content/plugins/adrotate/adrotate-out.php?track=MTQsMSwwLGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ29uZHdhbmFnci5jby56YS93aWxkbGlmZS1lc3RhdGUv
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©Yulia Sundukova

SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK, TANZANIA

The unique ecosystem of the Serengeti has inspired the creative

likes of Ernest Hemingway, as well as a smorgasbord of scientists.

The 14,763km² region is a photographer's dream and is also a
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UNESCO world heritage site.

   The park's name translates to ‘where the land runs forever’, and

it is famed for the six million hooves that pound its plains when

more than 200,000 zebra and 300,000 Thomson's gazelle join the

wildebeest in their quest for fresh grazing.

   The national park has changed very little over the past million

years, and it is also renowned for its outcrops and its large

concentration of lions. When you are all bushed out, Tanzania's

Zanzibar archipelago offers the ideal escape to soak up some more

of that East African sun!

   

FUN FACT: Serengeti National Park is Tanzania’s first protected

area and hosts 90,000 visitors each year.

WHEN TO GO: The best time of year to see predators in action

is between October and July before the wildebeest return to

Kenya's Maasai Mara in August.

WHERE TO STAY: Let African Experts take care of all your

safari needs in the Serengeti. As a small Africa-based safari

company, the team has lived in various bush destinations for over

15 years. This means that they not only can provide firsthand

knowledge about Tanzania's national park, but they also offer 24-

hour ground support, which is a reassuring bonus for any safari

enthusiast. Also check out Chaka Camp's latest specials, which are

valid until December 2016. Off the grid and reliant on a custom-

built solar system for its power, this is a great place to really

immerse yourself in the magic of the park.

http://african-experts.net/destinations/tanzania/
http://chakacamp.com/
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©Kayak Africa

MUMBO ISLAND, LAKE MALAWI

For a different kind of beach holiday, Mumbo Island is only one

kilometre in diameter and is surrounded by the calm, clear waters

of Lake Malawi.
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   Whether you wish to snorkel through a network of underwater

boulders or laze around on canoes, a stay at the Lake Malawi

National Park provides a closer look at nature in its unspoilt state.

Innumerable species of colourful cichlid fish call the lake's pristine

depths their home, and many would attest that the Lake of Stars

offers the best freshwater snorkelling and scuba diving in the

world.

   Just across the border in Zambia, South Luangwa National Park

offers some of the best walking safaris in the world, making the

ideal bush accompaniment for those who are looking for a bit more

adventure after the beach.

   

FUN FACT: Mumbo Island is one of three islands on Lake

Malawi, but it is the only one that is not settled by communities.

The other two, Likomo and Chizumulu, have always maintained a

consistent human presence, and were even visited by explorer,

David Livingstone.

WHEN TO GO: Make the island your home-away-from-home

from May to late October.

WHERE TO STAY: 14 guests can stay on this piece of paradise

in tastefully furnished walk-in tents at Mumbo Island Camp, which

is completely sustainable and can boast many 'green' credentials.

The goal at this tropical island paradise is to keep the environment

as pristine as possible. Perched high on rocks overlooking the

water, a holiday here is the perfect way to disconnect, unwind and

feel just like Robinson Crusoe.



©African Experts

ZANZIBAR, TANZANIA

From tracking predators in a game vehicle to soaking up the sun by

the sea, Tanzania has the best of both worlds. And Tanzania also

offers a combination of cultures that attracts people to the shores

of Zanzibar.

   The dhows of the Arabs, Persians and Indians were first to arrive

http://african-experts.net/


on this island, and were swiftly followed by the ships of the

Portuguese and the English, all contributing towards the melting

pot of cultures that is so prevalent in Zanzibar today.

   Formerly a slave-trading port, Zanzibar is otherwise known as

the 'Spice Island' thanks to the wealth of black pepper, cinnamon,

cloves and nutmeg that it produces. Its natural resources and

resultant trade opportunities traditionally made it a hub for

merchants, but newlyweds and sun-starved Europeans have more

recently started to capitalise on the island's offerings, thanks to its

five-star comforts and fresh cuisine.

   However, luxury resorts are not the only attractions for tourists,

and the island also provides the unique opportunity to see

endemic animals such as the Zanzibar servaline genet and the

Zanzibar red colobus monkey. And then, of course, Tanzania’s

Serengeti offers the ideal bush accompaniment to your beach

break.

   

FUN FACT: One of Zanzibar’s claims to fame is Farrokh Bulsara,

who was born in Stone Town on the 5 September 1946. This young

gentleman would grow up to be none other than Freddie Mercury -

the lead singer of the band, Queen.

WHEN TO GO: If you're a fan of balmy weather and blue skies,

the best time to hit the beach in Zanzibar is from June to October

or December to February. So you can tie this in perfectly with the

migration in the Serengeti.

WHERE TO STAY: African Experts also has expert knowledge

about this beautiful island and specialises in tailoring fantastic

itineraries to meet your every whim. So if the white sands of

Zanzibar are calling you, then give these guys a call.

http://african-experts.net/contact-us/
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©Brandon Corken, Norman Carr Safaris

SOUTH LUANGWA NATIONAL PARK, ZAMBIA

The gigantic baobab trees in South Luangwa have borne witness to

Bush and Beach

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-74/bush-and-beach/ag-mag-gallery/image/leupold-sx-2-kenai-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-74/bush-and-beach/ag-mag-gallery/image/leupold-sx-2-kenai-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-74/bush-and-beach/ag-mag-gallery/image/leupold-sx-2-kenai-10/
http://www.normancarrsafaris.com/#!/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


thousands of years of history – from the hunting of its mega-fauna,

to when Norman Carr set up the park's first safari camp in 1950.

   Thanks to Norman Carr's and Robin Pope's innovative

approaches to experiencing the bush, South Luangwa has now also

become an area that is somewhat synonymous with walking

safaris. You can expect to encounter an abundance of wildlife

while exploring the bush on foot, with endemic and endangered

thornicroft giraffe sure to stand out from their quadrupedal

neighbours.

   And after all that glorious bush exercise, no one will blame you

for taking some time to kick back and put your feet up on Mumbo

Island in neighbouring Malawi.

   

FUN FACT: South Luangwa is widely referred to as the Valley of

the Leopard, and this is due to the number of big cats found in the

area. A survey in 2014 revealed that there is a leopard every two

square kilometres in the park!

WHEN TO GO: To avoid the seasonal floods, it is best to pay

these leopards a visit from May to October.

WHERE TO STAY: Norman Carr Safaris is one of the most

esteemed safari companies in the area, and offers popular

itineraries and remote, community-based bush camps to suit a

range of budgets and preferences. Alternatively, Robin Pope

Safaris specialises in mobile walking safaris and will take you for a

walk in the wilderness that you will never forget.

http://www.normancarrsafaris.com/
http://www.robinpopesafaris.net/safaris/the-mobile-walking-safari.php
http://www.robinpopesafaris.net/safaris/the-mobile-walking-safari.php
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©Nobby Clarke

HLUHLUWE-iMFOLOZI PARK, SOUTH AFRICA

This is the oldest protected area in Africa, and is one of the few

places in KwaZulu-Natal where you can see the Big Five. It is at

the forefront of the fight against rhino poaching thanks to its

renowned white rhino conservation efforts, and it also has one of
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Africa's most successful breeding programmes for wild dogs.

    Once the royal hunting grounds of King Shaka, what were

traditionally two game reserves have been joined into one national

park that is extremely diverse with a variety of landscapes, from

thick forests to open savannah and dry bushveld. Its hilly outcrops

and low lying riverbeds are particular favourites amongst its

leopard and lion community. Flamingos also flourish across its

floodplains, which makes the park somewhat reminiscent of its

wetland neighbour, iSimangaliso. The park is also very close to

Durban and the beautiful blue flag beaches of Umhlanga and

Ballito, which makes for an ideal bush and beach combo.

   

FUN FACT: The Hluhluwe River Flood Plain is one of the only

places in the country where birders can see the yellow-throated,

rosy-throated and orange-throated long claw species together.

WHEN TO GO: For the ultimate predator sightings, visit the

park in the dry months from March to November when the lack of

vegetation makes it easier to spot the action.

WHERE TO STAY: iSibindi's beautiful Rhino Ridge Safari

Lodge offers 4-star luxury on the park's western boundary, and is

a great place to rest your head after an exciting day of game

viewing.

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-71/isimangaliso-wetland-park-kwazulu-natal/
http://isibindi.co.za/rhino-ridge/
http://isibindi.co.za/rhino-ridge/
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©Machangulo Beach Lodge

INHACA ISLAND, MOZAMBIQUE

Inhaca is a stunning and peaceful oasis that lies about 30 miles

across the bay from Maputo, which is within easy driving distance

of southern Kruger. The island is a diver's delight thanks to 160
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coral species that decorate the ocean floors, as well as summer

visits from the loggerhead and leatherback turtles that come to the

eastern shores of the island to breed.

   Enjoy an R&R (Mozambique’s famous rum and raspberry

cocktail) while devouring a great book on the beach, or take shade

from the sun at the Inhaca Lighthouse and the Marine Biology

Museum. But whatever you do, don't miss snorkelling at the

southern tip of the island where a protected coral reef is home to

huge schools of bigeye kingfish and Natal moonies, before

returning to shore for a beach picnic.

   

FUN FACT: The island was named after a 17th century Tsonga

chief who established positive relationships with Portuguese

traders. Inhaca’s sister island, Portugese Island, is now a favourite

stop for local cruise liners.

WHEN TO GO: Catch a healthy dose of vitamin D from May to

November when the winter months mean clear blue skies with

temperatures at around 27°C.

WHERE TO STAY: Inhaca island is host to some fantastic

hotels, but for the ultimate dream holiday, stay a short kayak away

in one of the 17 luxury rooms at Machangulo Beach Lodge on the

amazing Machangulo Peninsula.

http://www.machangulobeachlodge.com/
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©Kelly Cestari, Ballito Pro

BALLITO, SOUTH AFRICA

Hop in a car and drive just two hours from Hluhluwe-Imfolozi

Park to soak off the safari dust and find your balance on a

surfboard.
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   Ballito is a laidback holiday town with a surfing addiction.

Hurricane season in Madagascar creates some of the best surf here

on South Africa’s east coast, and the beach gradient, rock

formations and point break give rise to an epic swell. This also

means that the little town is fit for the professionals, and the

Ballito Pro surfing competition is held on its shores every July.

   Ballito’s main strip, Willard Beach, may have gained Blue Flag

status, but there's plenty to do in the town besides lounging on a

deckchair. Visitors can also play golf, kitesurf and micro-light in

the area; just don't get so carried away that you forget to indulge in

a hot Durban curry.

   

FUN FACT: Ballito is situated on the Dolphin Coast, which is

renowned for the pods of dolphins that give the area its name.

WHEN TO GO: It's t-shirt weather almost all year-round in

Durban, but the best time to go would be from May to October

before the summer humidity hits.

WHERE TO STAY: There are lots of holiday options in Ballito,

from renting a self-catered house like Seventeen on Patricia to

checking in at a luxury hotel like Fairmont Zimbali Resort.

https://www.facebook.com/seventeenonpatricia/
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©Garonga Safari Camp

GREATER KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, SOUTH AFRICA

Established in 1898, South Africa’s flagship park is home to a

myriad of mammal species, including the continent’s Big Five, and

over 500 bird species. It's not only a dream destination for wildlife
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lovers and twitchers, but even historians and archaeologists get

hot under the collar as a result of the rock paintings and ruins that

offer an insight into the hunter-gatherers of the Stone Age.

   With two million hectares of unrivalled diversity, Kruger

National Park also has the added bonus of bordering beautiful

Mozambique, which means that you can soon feel the sand under

your slip-slops on Inhaca Island after you've had your fill of

predators. This beach and bush combination is one of the most

accessible due to its proximity to Johannesburg, making it a

favourite with international and local travellers alike.

   

FUN FACT: You can avoid Komatipoort border post by crossing

over from Kruger into Mozambique’s Limpopo National Park,

without having to waste any precious holiday hours waiting in

queues or 'negotiating' with officials.

WHEN TO GO: If you're mad for wildlife, head to the waterholes

from May to October to watch the crowds of animals gather to

drink.

WHERE TO STAY: Explore the Greater Kruger National Park

from Garonga Safari Camp. Located in the beautiful Makalali

Conservancy, Kruger's unfenced borders mean that you can enjoy

more than one bush world if you stay at this environmentally

sustainable camp.

   If you want affordable luxury, it is also worth looking into Djuma

Private Game Reserve, which is renowned for group bush getaways

for family, friends or business colleagues. Situated in the famous

Sabi Sand Game Reserve, this self-catered safari experience offers

all of the usual safari amenities without some of the price tags.

   Another fantastic option is a stay at Klaserie Sands River Camp,

which is an intimately managed camp situated on the banks of the

http://www.garonga.com/
http://www.djuma.com/
http://www.djuma.com/
http://klaseriesands.com/


Ntsiri River in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve. This luxury

hide-out offers unrivalled privacy with the chance to still be nosy

about your neighbours at the waterhole.
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©Anja Denker

MAASAI MARA NATIONAL RESERVE, KENYA

Located in the south-west corner of Kenya on the border of

Tanzania, the legendary Maasai Mara is famous for its nomadic

Maasai tribe, as well as the largest migration of terrestrial

mammals in the world.

   The Great Migration is an annual affair for over one million

wildebeest, which brave the hazards of the reserve's 1,510km²

terrain to follow the rains to greener pastures.
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   Kenya has a great deal to offer, from photo and horse safaris to

classic game viewing, or you can even marvel at the reserve from

the heady heights of a hot air balloon. The name 'Mara' translates

to 'spotted' and owes its name to the clumps of trees and clouds

that cast a mottled shadow over the savannah. This makes it one of

the most unique landscapes in Africa, and if you combine a visit

with a beach stopover in Lamu, your trip to Kenya will be

complete.

   

FUN FACT: Although the Mara is renowned for its hordes of blue

wildebeest, termites are actually the greatest consumers of grass in

the reserve!

WHEN TO GO: The best time to see the migration is from July

to October when wildebeest run the river gauntlets and risk being

eaten by the many predators lying in wait in the water and on the

banks.

WHERE TO STAY: A stay at the award-winning Porini Lion

Camp offers a unique opportunity to take guided walks with

Maasai warriors and experience game drives within the Olare

Motorogi Conservancy, where the small camp is located, as well as

the Maasai Mara reserve.

   If you're looking to plan an adventure, you could also get in touch

with Africa Geographic Travel and the team will help you to

arrange your dream Kenyan safari.

http://www.porini.com/kenya.html?sub=porini-lion-camp
http://www.porini.com/kenya.html?sub=porini-lion-camp
http://africageographic.com/expeditions/7-day-maasai-mara-safari/
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QUIRIMBAS ARCHIPELAGO

And after spending some quality time in the bush at nearby

Bush and Beach

http://www.iboisland.com/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


Niassa, there is no better place to kick off your shoes than at

Mozambique’s largest marine sanctuary.

   The Quirimbas Archipelago islands are situated off the coast of

northern Mozambique and consist of a pearl necklace of 34 coral

islands that each offer something unique. From baobabs and

wildlife on Quilálea to the underwater nudibranchs off Azura, this

natural heritage finds more than enough ways to amaze its visitors,

and many of the islands still remain uninhabited. For those who

are interested in a cultural experience, the crumbling Portuguese

ruins of Ibo Island will provide their fix, while scuba divers can

revel in the phenomenal drop-offs and diverse coral species below

the surface of the crystal waters.

   

FUN FACT: The islands are known for making a big impact on

visitors while having very little impact on the land. Leaving only

footprints in the sand, the archipelago's lodges strive to work

closely with local communities to ensure that everyone benefits

from the island's offerings.

WHEN TO GO: May to September may be winter in the southern

hemisphere, but it is still arguably the best time to enjoy this area.

WHERE TO STAY: If you have a penchant for luxury, lap up

every second at Vamizi Island Villas on the white sand beaches of

Vamizi Island. Or really treat yourself and indulge in a few nights

at the exclusive Anantara Medjumbe Island Resort. Go on, you

deserve it!

http://www.africansynergy.co.za/vamizi-island-villas/vamizi-island-villas
http://medjumbe.anantara.com/
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©Sandy Bornman

LAMU ISLAND, KENYA

Located 150 miles north of Mombasa, time has seemingly stood

still on the island of Lamu, and this quaint corner of Kenya offers

the opportunity to step back in time to one of Africa's most well
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preserved Swahili settlements.

   As one of four islands in the isolated Lamu Archipelago, there is

only one car on Lamu Island, and its inhabitants rather rely on

dhows and donkeys for transport. This makes for an extremely

peaceful and laid-back setting in which to while away the hours.

   Lamu Old Town was named a UNESCO World Heritage site in

2001 and the ivory-coloured architecture is constructed from

locally sourced limestone, coral brick and mangrove timber. The

high walls of these historic buildings tend to be overgrown with

jasmine, and most courtyards host an abundance of coconut trees,

which lend the island a charmingly rustic feel.

   

FUN FACT: There are 2,200 donkeys on Lamu, and all of these

animals are looked after by The Donkey Sanctuary that was

founded in 1985. These animals are used for agricultural purposes,

as well as to carry household provisions and building materials.

WHEN TO GO: It is best to visit the island from September to

March in order to avoid the archipelago's rainy season in April,

June and July.

WHERE TO STAY: Arrange a bespoke trip to Lamu island with

Africa Geographic Travel and soak up the sea air without having to

worry about a thing. You can even combine your beach break with

a safari in the Maasai Mara that will exceed your wildest

expectations.

http://africageographic.com/travel/contact-us/
http://africageographic.com/travel/contact-us/
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©Colleen and Keith Begg, Niassa Carnivore Project

NIASSA GAME RESERVE, MOZAMBIQUE

The khaki green and bushveld beige of Niassa Game Reserve is

Mozambique's largest protected area. As a result of its northerly

location during the Mozambican civil war, Niassa Game Reserve is
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one of the continent's last true wildernesses and is proud to be

home to a healthy population of about 300 wild dogs and more

than 1,000 lions. Covering 42,000km² in total, the park is larger

than Switzerland.

   Rock climbing, bush walks and star-gazing are some of the

incredible activities on offer if you're interested in doing something

other than traditional game viewing, and the nearby Quirimbas

Archipelago islands are one of the world’s most exquisite gems.

   

FUN FACT: The Selous-Niassa Wildlife Corridor in southern

Tanzania connects the Selous Game Reserve to Niassa Game

Reserve in Mozambique. These two parks have the potential to

become one of the largest transfrontier parks in Africa if they are

ever joined.

WHEN TO GO: Beat the heat and head up north to Niassa from

May to October.

WHERE TO STAY: If you're looking to travel to Niassa,

Travel2Mozambique are an approved partner of Fair Trade

Tourism and offer a 9-day dream adventure to the reserve and to

the Quirimbas Archipelago. You could also leave your trip in the

capable hands of Perfect Africa. They have covered every inch of

Southern and East Africa out of a pure passion for the region, so

you'll be receiving expert advice from people who really know what

they're talking about.

http://www.fairtrade.travel/
http://www.fairtrade.travel/
http://www.travel2mozambique.com/quirimbas-archipelago/
http://www.perfectafrica.com/destinations/mozambique/niassa-game-reserve/



