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amibia’s Herero people believe that the

pangolin has transformative powers. The story

goes that if a pangolin is found, it should be

taken to the chief who will throw it in a fire to

be roasted alive, and that by eating the flesh

one can attain great luck. But one pangolin is changing that.

His name is Katiti, which means “little one” in the Herero

language. He might actually be the luckiest pangolin yet.

   One of my favourite encounters with one of these curious

creatures was in Botswana’s Kwando Reserve, just south of

Namibia’s Caprivi Strip. “Pangolin! Pangolin! Pangolin!” came

the excited cry as our guide, Mark Tennant, gunned the safari

vehicle towards a distant group of wild dogs that were

bouncing up and down like pogo sticks in the long grass. As we

got closer I counted five dogs, all atwitter as they danced

about – in response to what, I could not see.

   “Call me sceptical,” I muttered from the seat beside him,

“but how do you know there’s a pangolin there?”

   “That’s what wild dogs do when they find a pangolin!” came

Mark’s breathless explanation. And sure enough, there it was,

a Cape pangolin curled up in a perfect, armoured ball.

   Realising they could do nothing with the pangolin in its

protective mode, the wild dogs made off. But instead of

following the dogs on their hunt, the group of 8 safari-goers

aboard the vehicle agreed to spend time with the pangolin.

Such is the allure of this elusive creature 



It took ten minutes of awed silence for the shy creature to

uncurl itself and amble off in that strange floating hovercraft

way, unhurried and seemingly unperturbed by his groupies

and their whirring shutters. It was broad daylight and,

although I am privileged to have seen many pangolins on this

awesome continent I call home, this was one of my most

memorable sightings. I am sure that pangolin lives on in those

lucky people’s memories and photo albums.

   But the hope is that they don’t only live in memory. The

dominant news about Africa’s pangolins is that they are being

harvested in great numbers to satisfy the veracious demand

for Eastern food and medicinal cures. It’s not surprising that

the Asian pangolin species are on the brink of extinction, and

now the great Eastern tide is sweeping through Africa,

hoovering up more and more of the little “scaled artichokes”.

A prime example of a Cape pangolin.

©African Pangolin Working Group



Click here to learn more about the trade in pangolin meat

and scales (Takes you to another page in this magazine)

A Cape pangolin was rescued from such a fate. She was wild

caught and taken around a Namibian town in a box, no doubt

to be sold on the black market. A shop owner felt sorry for the

pangolin and bought her before passing her on to local wildlife

organisation, Rare and Endangered Species Trust 

>(REST). The founder and director, Maria Diekmann, took it

upon herself to rehabilitate the pangolin so it could be

released into the wild.

http://www.restafrica.org/about.html


Top: A strong bond formed between Maria and the pangolin, Roxy.
©Dave Lowth

Middle: Roxy rests her head on Maria’s shoulder.

©Scott & Judy Hurd

Bottom: Roxy, the expectant mother.

©Scott & Judy Hurd



As she was nursing it back to health, a strong bond formed

between Maria and the pangolin she named ‘Roxy’. As hard as

it was for Maria to watch her go, Roxy was destined to return

to the wild, but not before leaving a precious gift: her son,

Katiti. This gift has grown up and is now an invaluable source

of data, for efforts to better understand pangolins, and to

rehabilitate and return pangolins that fall victim to poaching,

into the wild. Katiti is also a lucky charm.

Maria explained that after Roxy’s departure, Katiti’s condition

deteriorated on his diet of ants and milk. After much

experimentation and advice from Lisa Haywood of 

>Tikki Haywood Trust, the only other person known to have

hand-reared a baby pangolin, Katiti’s health and diet started

to improve and after a few months he was weaned off

substitutes and foraging naturally.

   He now sets his own daily routine and forages in the wild for

about five hours a day, returning to the safety of REST for a

©Dave Lowth

Middle: Roxy rests her head on Maria’s shoulder.

©Scott & Judy Hurd

Bottom: Roxy, the expectant mother.

©Scott & Judy Hurd

Roxy was destined to return
to the wild, but not

before leaving a
precious gift

http://www.tikkihywoodtrust.org/


well deserved rest. He even interacts with the wild pangolins

he comes across while foraging. A GPS unit has been attached

to the scales on his back and his every move is monitored, for

extra security, and for the collection of valuable data. The plan

is to return Katiti to the wild eventually, and work is in

progress on a more sophisticated monitoring unit that will

send back even more vital information.



Top: Roxy’s infant son, Katiti, not long after he was born.

©Scott & Judy Hurd

Middle: In typical pangolin fashion, Katiti rides on his mothers back for the first

few months.

©Maria Diekmann

Bottom: Katiti finding his feet.

©Maria Diekmann



Just as valuable is Katiti’s role as ‘comforter’ to recently

rescued pangolins. This increases their chances of successful

rehabilitation and release. Experience has taught Maria that

immediately returning a confiscated pangolin back into the

wild, without rehabilitation, often results in the death of the

animal, as they have to negotiate past established pangolin

territories and evade predators – a tough ask if they are

injured, stressed or malnourished.

Two such pangolins were ‘Merel’ (2yrs) and ‘Keanu’ (9mths),

found together in an old metal drum where they were held for

three days awaiting a buyer. They were cold, malnourished

and Keanu had a broken leg. Merel was successfully released,

but Keanu died of complications picked up during the three

days in the cold without food or water. Pangolins are

particularly susceptible to pneumonia due to their lack of fur.

   Another completely rehabilitated pangolin that Katiti helped

nurse back to health was named ‘Coll’. Like Katiti, he was

fitted with a GPS device and released on a neighbouring farm.

His monitored wanderings provided valuable data for a good

while before he died of natural causes – predation either by

hyena or honey badger.

Katiti has taken
on the role of ‘comforter’ to

rescued pangolins



Apart from being a comfort to other pangolins, one of Katiti’s

most important roles is educating people, and tugging the odd

heart-string. Local Herero people have been thrilled to have

their photo taken with Katiti. Importantly, some of those

people are Herero chiefs who have returned to their

communities telling them that their picture with the pangolin

is bringing luck to the community, because a picture lasts

longer than just the taste of meat. They are now motivating

their communities to leave the pangolins where they belong,

in the wild.

REST continues to handle a steady stream of injured and

confiscated pangolins that require extensive rehabilitation

before they can be released. Each successful rehabilitation

Katiti makes an early morning foray into dewy grass.

©Christian Boix



results in lessons learned and growing expertise and data

about these wonderful little creatures. And you can help:

REST is desperately in need of funding and would appreciate

your support. You can find out more about making

donations by clicking here.

CLICK BELOW FOR CHAPTERS
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t is believed more than one million pangolins have

been taken from the wild in the past decade.

Pangolin populations in Asia are in freefall and inter-

continental trade in African pangolin parts to Asia is

now on the rise.

   This trade involves live animals as well as meat, considered

to be a luxury food item in Asian consumer markets, most

conspicuously China and Vietnam. Pangolin scales are also

traded heavily here – used as ingredients in traditional Asian

medicines.

   Recent confiscations of tons of pangolin scales have

highlighted this growing problem. The fact that pangolin

scales have no medicinal properties does not prevent their

extensive use for things such as reducing swelling and

improving blood circulation. As is the case for rhino horn,

recent rumors of cancer-curing properties have led to

increased demand.

   This trade occurs despite pangolins being a protected species

in most countries they occur in, being listed in Appendix II of

CITES, and subject to zero export quotas in Asia.



The recent increase in commercial trade between Africa and

Asia adds a whole new perspective to the security of African

pangolin populations.

   I though that this reference from a 2007 article in The

Guardian, which quotes a Guangdong, China chef explaining

how pangolins are kept alive, and then slaughtered, displays

the enormous gulf between the East and the West’s attitude

towards pangolins and other animal species:

Top & Bottom: Some practitioners of Asian traditional

medicine believe that eating pangolin-foetus increases a

man’s virility.

©Traffic

(Header image: Captured pangolin near Yagoi, Sierra

Leone.

©Alfred Weidinger)

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2007/may/26/china.conservation
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2007/may/26/china.conservation
http://www.flickr.com/photos/a-weidinger/11482265483/


“We keep them alive in cages until the customer

makes an order. Then we hammer them

unconscious, cut their throats and drain the blood.

It is a slow death. We then boil them to remove the

scales. We cut the meat into small pieces and use it

to make a number of dishes, including braised meat

and soup. Usually the customers take the blood

home with them afterwards.”

In Southern Africa, the Cape pangolin is threatened by land

management practices such as the installation of electric

fences, which are responsible for a significant number of

fatalities each year due to their scales catching on the wire,

and the pangolin’s protective instinct to roll into a ball,

thereby prolonging the electric shock. African pangolins are

also hunted and poached locally as a source of food, and their

scales are used in traditional African medicine.



1: A pangolin ensnared on an electric fence.

2: Pangolins are grilled and scaled.

3: Two pangolins among a haul of freshly killed animals for bushmeat.

4: Scaled pangolins.

©African Pangolin Working Group



African pangolin conservation faces some major issues and

focussed conservation efforts are required to halt the slide.

The African Pangolin Working Group is instrumental in

developing an understanding of the issues facing the 4 species.

This energetic and dedicated team would appreciate your

assistance and financial support.

 

CLICK BELOW FOR CHAPTERS
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11 Fascinating Pangolin Facts

1. Pangolin babies ride on their mother’s back by

hanging onto her scales. They are born live after a

gestation period of 3-4 months.

2. They are not related to anteaters, sloths or

armadillos, in fact they are more closely related to

carnivores.

3. Pangolins are the only mammal with scales, making

up about 20% of their bodyweight. The scales are made up of

keratin – the same as human hair and nails, lion claws and

rhino horn.

4. There are 4 pangolin species in Africa, of which 2

©Maria Diekmann

live in trees and 2 live on the ground.



live in trees and 2 live on the ground.

5. They defend themselves by rolling into a tight ball

to protect their soft bellies. Their sharp-edged scales can

easily cut predators and they emit a putrid fluid from anal

glands to ward off predators. The name derives from the

Malay word “pengguling” which means “something that roles

up”.

6. Pangolins use their long sticky tongues to eat ants

and termites – up to 70 million per year. They locate

their meals by using their acute sense of smell and dig using

their strong claws. They have no teeth and eat small pebbles

to aid with digestion. Pangolins can constrict their ears and

nostrils while feeding to keep insects out.

7. They have poor vision and hearing, but an excellent

sense of smell.

©African Pangolin Working Group



8. All pangolins have long curved claws on their

front feet, while tree pangolins also have long claws on their

back feet, plus a soft pad on the tip of the tail, to assist with

climbing.

9. They are solitary and predominantly nocturnal,

although they do become active earlier during cold weather.

Young animals are also prone to be more active during the

day.

10. Pangolins do not dig their own burrows but make

use of abandoned aardvark, porcupine and warthog burrows.

They may also shelter in termite holes, caves, in between

rocks, shrubs or piles of debris.

11. Pangolins are bipedal, walking on their hind legs with

the front limbs and tail held off the ground and used as a

counter-balance.

©Scott Hurd



Read more about pangolins below the

advertisement

http://africageo.com/4759


The 4 Species of African Pangolin

Temminck’s ground pangolin Smutsia temminckii (Also

known as Cape Pangolin, South African pangolin, ground

pangolin and scaly anteater)

This terrestrial species occurs from southern Africa through

most of East Africa to Sudan and southern Chad.

Adults grow up to 1.2m and weigh in at 19kg, but average 10-

15 kg.

IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.

Image ©African Pangolin Working Group



 

 

Giant ground pangolin Smutsia gigantic (Also known as

giant pangolin)

This is the least common of the 2 terrestrial species and

occurs in forests and forest-savannah mosaics in central and

west Africa.

Adults can grow up to 1.5m and weigh 30kg.

IUCN Red List: Endangered.

Image © David R. Mills/Panthera/WCS

 

 



White-bellied pangolin Phataginus tricuspis (also known

as tree pangolin)

This is a small, arboreal species. It is the most common and

widespread of the two tree pangolin species, occurring widely

in West and Central Africa, where it inhabits forests, dense

woodlands and even secondary forests and agricultural lands

(especially oil palm plantations).

Adults are small, reaching a maximum size of 1m and

weighing 1.5 – 3 kg, but typically only 1-2 kg.

IUCN Red List: Vulnerable.

Image ©African Pangolin Working Group

 



This species is also arboreal, and is the rarest of the two tree

pangolin species. It occurs in forests in Central and West

Africa, and is mostly restricted to swamp forests and riparian

vegetation. It is also said to be the most aquatic of the four

African pangolin species, regularly taking to water to escape

predators or to cross rivers.

Adults are also small, attaining a maximum size of 1.1 m and

weighing 2 – 3.5 kg.

IUCN Red List: Endangered.

Image ©Peter Eimon

References:

1. African Pangolin Working Group – Rob Bruyns and

Darren Pietersen.

2. Report: IUCN SSC Pangolin Specialist Group Conservation

Action Plan compiled by Daniel W. S. Challender, Carly

Waterman and Jonathan E. M. Baillie.

3. IUCN Red List.

Black-bellied pangolin Phataginus tetradactyl (also

known as long-tailed pangolin)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pmeimon/8655695367/


CLICK BELOW FOR CHAPTERS

 

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-9/
http://africageo.com/4762


KATITI AND FRIENDS
POSE FOR THE CAMERA

�

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
mailto:?Subject=Africa Geographic Magazine&Body=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
mailto:?Subject=Africa-Geographic-Magazine&Body=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/
mailto:?Subject=Africa Geographic Magazine&Body=http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-10/pangolin-gallery/


The Herero people believe that eating pangolin meat brings

luck. After visiting the Rare and Endangered Species Trust,

and having had their photo taken with the pangolin, Katiti,

some Herero chiefs are changing their tune. They tell their

communities that the photos will bring better luck because

they last longer than a taste of pangolin. They also persuade

their communities to leave the endangered animal alone.

Read more about it here (takes you to another page in this

magazine)

Perhaps you can spread the pangolin luck by sharing these

images of Katiti and a few of his pals. And if you’ve ever been

lucky enough to see a pangolin in the wild, why not share your

own photos with us on social media accompanied by

#PreciousPangolin.

 

http://www.restafrica.org/about.html


A close up of Katiti. ©Christian Boix

 



A study of pangolin scales. ©Scott & Judy Hurd

 



Katiti on a walkabout. ©Christian Boix

 



A detail of Katiti’s back foot. ©Christian Boix

 



Katiti catches a ride on his mother’s back. ©Maria Diekmann



 

Adult Cape pangolin. ©African Pangolin Working Group

More images below the advertisement.



Adult Cape pangolin. ©African Pangolin Working Group

http://africageo.com/4758


 

Katiti enjoys a dung ‘bath’. ©Christian Boix

 



Adult Cape pangolin coiled up for protection. ©African

Pangolin Working Group

 



Adult Cape pangolin. ©African Pangolin Working Group

 



Katiti strikes a pose. ©Christian Boix

http://africageo.com/4795
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of Africa Geographic Holdings and bigFIG Digital Media. Like

all people who come across pangolins in the wild, Simon is

enamoured by this incredible creature and goes on to tell the

story of one ‘little scaled artichoke’ in particular in THE

LUCKIEST PANGOLIN ALIVE.

 

A special thanks to MARIA DIEKMANN, founder and

director of Rare and Endangered Species Trust. Maria has

been surrogate mother to the star of this issue, Katiti, aka,

THE LUCKIEST PANGOLIN ALIVE, and has rehabilitated

and returned many other pangolins to the wild. While

balancing this with the work she does rehabilitating other

species, Maria has always been at hand to provide us with

vital content to make this issue possible.
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CHRISTIAN BOIX left his native Spain, its great food,

siestas and fiestas to become an ornithologist at the University

of Cape Town and to start Tropical Birding, a company

specialising in bird-watching tours worldwide. The past 11

years have seen him travel to over 60 countries in search of

5,000 plus bird species. Time passed, his daughter became

convinced he was some kind of pilot and his wife acquired a

budgie for company – that’s when the penny dropped. Thrilled

to join the Africa Geographic team, and hardly contained in an

office, Christian runs Africa Geographic’s travel division,

reports on new and exciting travels, and continues to share

the joy of birding and exploration. Christian photographed the

cover for this issue and contributed many of the images

throughout this issue.

 



JUDY & SCOTT HURD are photographers living and

working in Namibia, a country that they see as the most

photogenic on the planet. Their bread and butter work is from

mining and the lodge and hotel trade, but they love nothing

more than to escape to the bush and desert near their home.

Etosha Pan is an hour and a half away and they know it and

the animals there better than most. They have accumulated a

huge wildlife library, some of which you can view on their

website. They consider it a privilege to work for the Rare and

Endangered Species Trust and will always give their time and

expertise to the organisation. Their photography of pangolins

can be seen throughout this issue.
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A special thanks to the AFRICAN PANGOLIN WORKING

GROUP, particularly Rob Bruyns and Darren Pietersen, who

have given their valuable time, insight and content for this

issue. Follow APWG on Facebook to be kept up to date with

the latest pangolin news and to offer your support.
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