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An intimate experience with nature at Nxai Pan

 

While most of southern Africa is experiencing the low season in its

national parks during the first few months of the year, the Nxai

Pan in northern Botswana comes into its prime, attracting many

animals during the rainy 'green' season. Together with the

Madgadikgadi Salt Pans, this entire area was once a large inland
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sea, whose waters have long since dried up – leaving behind a flat,

fossilised lake bed which today nourishes a flourishing garden of

grasses in the rainy season. Large herds of zebra and antelope

species pass through the pan to enjoy the rich buffet of bush and

grass, attracting the top predators such as lions and cheetahs. And

the wide open spaces in Nxai Pan make it one of the best places in

Africa to see these animals in their wild home.

 

Nxai Pan National Park is a remote African wilderness, and

though it's one of the smaller parks in Africa, it retains that

invigorating feeling of the expanse of the African bush – tourists

are few and far between here.

 

Amateur photographer, Shara Johnson spent time here in late

February, revelling in world class wildlife encounters – typically

from inside the sole safari vehicle in the vicinity – photographing

the animals in joyful solitude. In this gallery she shares some of

the special moments from her one-on-one time with the

landscapes and animals of Nxai Pan.

 

http://www.botswana.co.za/Area_Guides-travel/botswana-nxai-pan-national-park.html
http://skjtravel.net/
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A zebra kicks up a trail of dust into the breeze as the rainy season

draws to a close. The park is more accessible for visitors during the

colder, drier months after the rainy season, but the animals are

generally less active. The thrill of travelling there in the rainy

season is highly recommended. And for that, you will have to book

your stay now!

 

PLACES TO STAY IN BOTSWANA

  

Chobe River
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Expect a vast and diverse array of wildlife in this African

wonderland. Ngoma Safari Lodge offers unrivalled panoramic

views over the game-rich Chobe River and its floodplain, and is on

the doorstep of Chobe National Park, the 'Land of the Giants',

home to the largest herds of elephants on earth.

 

Thobolo’s Bush Lodge is situated on the banks of the largest pan in

the area, and here visitors are treated to the real beauty of the

Botswana bush. The lodge is 100 kilometres outside of Kasane and

is the perfect place for game drive enthusiasts, with easy access to

Chobe, Linyanti and Savuti.

 

Tuli Block

 

Tuli is a unique, timeless part of Africa with spectacular wildlife,

breathtaking landscapes and fascinating history, tucked in the

easternmost corner of Botswana. Tuli Safari Lodge offers a

relaxing retreat to complement the varied safari adventures in the

reserve beyond.

 

Mashatu Game Reserve is the epitome of all that defines

wilderness areas in Africa. Visitors are charmed by the vast open

spaces; the biodiversity of wildlife from the gigantic to the

minuscule; the majestic skies and tranquillity interspersed with

birdsong and the sounds of the wild. Mashatu Lodge is a place to

connect you to the soul of what life on earth is meant to be.

  

Okavango Delta

 

Khwai Tented Camp is located on a beautiful site within a

http://www.africaalbidatourism.com/where-to-stay/ngoma-safari-lodges/
http://thobolosbushlodge.com/
http://www.tulilodge.com/
http://mashatu.com/mashatu-main-camp/
http://www.africanbushcamps.com/camps-safaris/botswana/khwai-tented-camp/


community-run concession on the eastern border of the Moremi

Game Reserve, on the banks of a lagoon flowing into the Khwai

River, which acts as a boundary between the reserve and the

community area.

 

Khwai Leadwood Under Thatch is built on the banks of the Khwai

River and nestled amongst a forest of sycamore and leadwood

trees. Guests can enjoy spacious and comfortable thatched

accommodation with private en-suite bathrooms that look out

over the delta and beyond into the Moremi Game Reserve.

 

Machaba Camp is situated in the game-rich Khwai area. The

Khwai Concession is a 180 000 hectare reserve in the northeastern

Okavango, adjacent to the Moremi Game Reserve. The camp is

aimed at the affordable luxury travel market across the world,

offering great value for money and a unique, classical safari

experience – perfect for first time safari goers.

 

Travel with Africa Geographic

 

Travel in Africa is about knowing when and where to

go, and with whom. A few weeks too early / late and a

few kilometres off course and you could miss the

greatest show on Earth. And wouldn’t that be a pity?

Contact an Africa Geographic safari consultant to plan

your dream vacation.

http://www.africanbushcamps.com/khwai-leadwood-under-thatch-and-khwai-tented-camp-upgrade/
http://machabasafaris.com/machaba-camp/
mailto:travel@africageographic.com
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In the beginning of the rainy season in Nxai Pan, when animals

have been waiting in tense anticipation for the rains to come,

competition for space at waterholes is rife. But for most animals,

it's hard to compete with a thirsty elephant, such as this dominant-

looking bull.
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The black-maned lions of the Kalahari are legendary for their size

and beauty. The 2003 IMAX documentary film, Roar: Lions of the

Kalahari, was filmed here at a waterhole in Nxai Pan.
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Few joys rival that of watching lions interact with each other,

especially the cubs and young ones playing their feline games with

such anthropomorphic gestures.
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The arid pan regions in Botswana are often bathed in hues of pink

and mauve during the particularly exquisite and soft dawn light.

Sitting beside a glassy reflection of zebras at dawn is a special and

magical experience – just a regular morning for the lucky traveller

to Nxai Pan.
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A well-deserved mud bath in the sheer heat of Botswana's rainy

season is enough to make an elephant's day. Their playful

waterhole antics are enough to make a wildlife photographer's day

too.
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As we were leaving the park a member of the safari staff

exclaimed, "cheetah!" I grabbed the binoculars, presuming it

would be far off on the plains. "No!" he said. "Right there!" Only a

few yards away from our vehicle, a cheetah looked right at us

through the bushes. An incredibly fitting departure gift from

mother nature.
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The boundaries of the original park were expanded in 1992 to

include the site known as 'Baines' Baobabs' – a stand of large

baobab trees that were immortalised in a painting in 1862 by

Thomas Baines, a member of Livingstone's expedition. Baobabs

grow very fast during their first 200 years of life. These baobabs

are estimated to be around 800 years old, and if you compare

them to the famous painting of 1862, they look quite the same 150
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Several lion prides call this magnificent national park home.

Because of the short grasses and wide open plains, they are easier

to spot than in other national parks – just another reason why

Nxai Pan is one of the top wildlife viewing places in all of Africa.
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Elephants make for the best wildlife subjects at the waterholes in

Nxai Pan – as they do in most of Africa. Their mixed displays of

behaviour and emotion, from playfulness to triumphant

trumpeting, make for highly entertaining and memorable wildlife

viewing. Elephants are particularly animated during the rainy

season at Nxai Pan because of the stark contrast between the dry

and wet seasons.
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This is one of two cheetah brothers who were enjoying the last bits

of a tasty meal in the shade. Cheetah activity is heightened during

the rainy season here as antelope populations flourish. Nxai Pan is

one of the best places in Botswana for cheetah sightings, because

of its flat, open and expansive landscape; a true cheetah haven.
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A bush camp, completely private and secluded, provides the

perfect place to relax at the end of a long day on safari. Having

your own private mobile safari camp set up has to be one of the

most unique wilderness experiences in the entire world. There

truly is no place like Africa.
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