
◄ Back Next ◄
Picture 1 of 19

  

   

African predators - especially big cats - are François Pringuet's

favourite subjects to focus on with his lens, as he believes that they

have many attributes that make them a delight to capture on

camera. From elusive leopards and elegant cheetahs, to majestic
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lions, he feels that all big cats have characteristics that are

fascinating to observe.

   And it would be difficult to disagree. Big cats consistently offer

wildlife photographers great natural observations and

photographic opportunities. Whether you're watching a cheetah

hunt, lion cubs play, or a leopard climb a tree, every day in the

bush offers the chance to focus on different feline behaviours with

different photographic techniques. In this gallery, François

Pringuet showcases some of his best black and white big cat

images and details how he came to capture each shot.

   

   

To find out more about this week's black and white photographer,

François Pringuet, head to the last page.

   

In this cover photo, a cheetah cub is yawning on a hot day in the

Serengeti National Park, while standing next to its mother and her

other cubs. The cubs all moved very close to the vehicle and some

of them even ducked underneath the car to take advantage of the

cool shade.
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François Pringuet

About the photographer

François Pringuet is a French professionnal photographer, who

has been passionate about African wildlife since his childhood. His

first African safari was back in 2009 when he discovered Kruger

Big Cats in Black and White

6 0

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-114/big-cats-in-black-and-white/ag-mag-gallery/image/big-cats-francois-pringuet/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-114/big-cats-in-black-and-white/ag-mag-gallery/image/big-cats-francois-pringuet/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-114/big-cats-in-black-and-white/ag-mag-gallery/image/big-cats-francois-pringuet/
http://www.francois-pringuet.com/
http://www.francois-pringuet.com/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


National Park in South Africa. Later, he also visited some of the

most famous parks and reserves in East Africa - including Maasai

Mara National Reserve, Lake Baringo National Reserve, Serengeti

National Park, and Ngorongoro Conservation Area.

   François chooses to only develop his pictures in black and white

so as to enhance the natural beauty of his subjects. For him, black

and white images are more powerful, graphic and timeless. And

this artistic choice enables him to focus on the essential elements

of photography - texture, composition and form. He feels that, in

this format, even a simple look can be poignantly highlighted.
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A leopard hides in the bushes in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©François Pringuet

Romi is a well-known female leopard in Kenya's Maasai Mara

National Reserve, who gave birth to two cubs at some point

between June and September 2015.

   We were scouring the bush but we couldn't find her at first.
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However, she turned out to be sitting underneath a tree, lurking

behind the foliage only a few metres away. It was just further proof

of how leopards are good at hiding, and it can be extremely

difficult to spot them, even with an experienced guide.

     

http://www.wildfrontiers.com/ethiopia/
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Two lions in Tanzania ©François Pringuet

The image of this duo was taken in Tanzania during the rainy

season. These lions were lying very close to each other in the rain,

and I can only assume that this proximity was to create a sense of

comfort in the wet weather.
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                                 A cheetah family poses ©François Pringuet

Self driving in the Kruger National Park in South Africa can be

both frustrating and exciting. FrustrËËating because it can be

difficult to spot wildlife when on your own, but also exciting when

you do finally spot a predator after several hours of searching.
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   It was a sunny morning in June when I was looking for wildlife

on the road from Satara to Skukuza with my wife. We passed by

someone sitting in his car, who was looking at his photos on his

camera of a cheetah family that he had just seen. We decided to

head back to the same place the following day to see if we would

also be privvy to this sighting, and we were just in time to see the

family quickly crossing the road. The next day, we returned to the

same spot again and, sure enough, there they were! This time we

even had the chance to take pictures of the whole family sitting on

a termite mound.

   The experience reinforced my belief that wildlife photography

involves a lot of patience and perseverance, as well as a bit of good

luck!
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An impressive male lion in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©François Pringuet

It looks like this impressive male in the Maasai Mara National

Reserve is watching over his territory. It is largely understood that

the role of the lioness is to take care of the cubs and to hunt, while

the role of the male is to protect the territory from other lions and

Big Cats in Black and White

13 3

predators. The lion in this photo is clearly taking his job quite

seriously.
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A lion walks across the vast plains of the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©François

Pringuet

It is quite difficult to appreciate the sheer size of lions when you

see a photo like this. A typical lion consumes several kilogrammes

of meat each day, which is certainly understandable given their
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build. Male lions can weigh between 150 and 250 kilogrammes,

while females can reach between 120 and 180 kilogrammes. And it

was the stature of these African animals that really made an

impression on me during my first safari.

     

http://africageographic.com/yearbook-2016/
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A leopard in a tree in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©François Pringuet

It was the first day of an otherwise ordinary Kenyan safari in the

Maasai Mara National Reserve back in October 2015. The light was

fading and our guide suddenly thought he could see something

notable far off in the distance. He then announced the word that
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every safari-goer loves to hear: "Leopard". Those moments - when

you know the cat is there but you cannot see it yet - are always

exciting, and the anticipation becomes palpable. As we

approached, I could make out her form in a tree - she was

observing her surroundings. Her pale fur contrasted with the dark

bush behind her, and her majesty was humbling as she watched

carefully over her territory, ensuring the safety of her cubs, who

were no doubt hidden closeby.
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A portrait of a tiny lion cub in Ndutu, Tanzania ©François Pringuet

I saw this little lion cub in the Ndutu area of the Serengeti National

Park in Tanzania. A lioness' pregnancy lasts about four weeks, and

cubs weigh more or less 1.5 kg and are about 50 centimetres in

height when born. They are fed by the lionesses for the first six to
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eight weeks of their life.
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A lion surveys his kingdom in Ndutu, Tanzania ©François Pringuet

The Ndutu area of the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania is one

of my favourite places in Africa. It looks almost surreal and I feel

the atmosphere to be like no other. The area offers neither the

immeasurable African plains nor the thick vegetation that is often
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typical of the bush. Rather, in March when I took this photo, the

ground looked almost charred and the land seemed to be

composed of dark sand, some small water sources, a little green

vegetation and acacia trees everywhere. And there, surveying his

kingdom, was a majestic lion, sitting proud in his territory.

     

http://africageo.com/5001
http://africageo.com/5000
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A last look from a leopard in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©François Pringuet

When our guide pulled the game vehicle to a stop in the Maasai

Mara National Reserve in Kenya, he explained that other people

had just seen a female leopard in the area. We waited to see if

she'd make another appearance and, after an hour, she finally
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emerged for just long enough to capture a few shots of her on film.

   As she departed, it seemed like she wanted to have just one last

look at us before camouflaging back into the bush, and this back-

lit moment was the last time we saw her on our safari.

     

http://www.porini.com/special-offers.html?sub=rhino-and-migration-safari
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A pregnant lioness stops for a drink in the Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya ©François

Pringuet

When not hunting, lions can often be considered as rather lazy

animals as it isn't rare to see them lying about on the ground.

However, if you arrive at the right time or have the patience to
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wait for a while, they can provide some fantastic sightings and

great photographs.

   This particular photo of a lone lioness was taken in the Maasai

Mara National Reserve. According to our guide, she was on her

own because she was due to give birth, as being seen away from

the pride is almost always an indication of this.
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The eye of a lion ©François Pringuet

Whenever I hold an exhibition, many people often ask me how far

away I was from the subject when I took certain pictures. I explain

that I do use telephoto lenses, but that African wildlife is also

habituated to seeing vehicles, which means that they can often
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come very close to you.

   In this particular photo, you can actually see our game vehicle

reflected in the eye of this young lion in the Serengeti National

Park, Tanzania.

     

http://africageographic.com/yearbook-2016/
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A cheetah cub walks along a branch in the Serengeti National Park, Tanzania ©François Pringuet

On the morning that I took this photo, we had been following a

cheetah family for a while in the Serengeti National Park in

Tanzania.

It is a particularly interesting image because people tend to

Big Cats in Black and White

http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-114/big-cats-in-black-and-white/ag-mag-gallery/image/limpopo-lipadi-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-114/big-cats-in-black-and-white/ag-mag-gallery/image/limpopo-lipadi-10/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/weekly/issue-114/big-cats-in-black-and-white/ag-mag-gallery/image/limpopo-lipadi-10/
http://www.francois-pringuet.com/
http://magazine.africageographic.com/archive


associate leopards with trees. However, sometimes you can also

observe cheetahs and even lions in trees too. Cheetahs like to find

good vantage points from which to detect potential prey or danger

nearby - so cars, termite mounds or trees often serve as a perfect

lookout deck.
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