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This issue is a celebration of animals that have been rescued from

the brink of despair to become conservation ambassadors for their
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kind.

   It is time to focus on the lives of animals that have survived

against all odds. So much of the kind, caring work that happens in

Africa goes unnoticed, over-shadowed by the negative news

coming out of many of Africa’s wild areas. We take a closer look at

the stories behind some amazing wild rescues to bring you tales of

hope, passion and commitment. Animals given a second chance

because of dedicated people that value teamwork, perseverance

and a humble respect for all living things.

   We hope you enjoy the next nine images of some of the most

famous African rescue animals. These animals serve as a symbol of

all that can be achieved if we put our minds and hearts towards it.

   

Simply click the ‘Next’ button above each image to read the

following tales of triumph over tragedy. The final page is a tribute

to those who have left us but whose legacies live on.
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Barkie the aardvark - now deceased, but whose legacy continues ©N/a’an ku sê Wildlife

Sanctuary

REST IN PEACE

There are also so many incredible animals that have bid us

farewell and that still hold a place in our hearts. Unfortunately

there are too many to mention, and with the onslaught of poaching

across Africa, the list of casualties is growing longer. However, we

hope that this very small selection serves as a short tribute to all of

those that have left us but whose legacies still reign.

   

BARKIE

Rescued by N/a’an ku sê Wildlife Sanctuary, Namibia

Barkie was brought to the N/a’an ku sê Wildlife Sanctuary in late

February 2014 as an aardvark baby after his mother had been shot

by a farmer protecting his livestock. The natural burrowing
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behaviour of aardvark often creates holes under fences that allow

livestock out and predators in - and so farmers become aardvark

enemies.

   Barkie became an overnight sensation with his pink, hairless

body that required pyjamas to keep him warm on winter nights.

The behaviour of these elusive creatures had previously been a bit

of a mystery but Barkie helped to provide an insight into aardvark

behaviour and improve their reputation. Tragically Barkie passed

away from pneumonia at the beginning of January 2015, and upon

Barkie’s death it was determined that he was actually a she. Her

snuggles and kisses are sorely missed.

   

ELSA

Rescued by George and Joy Adamson, northern Kenya

Orphaned as a young cub, Elsa the lion is a famous protagonist in

the best selling book and film, Born Free. Sadly, she passed away

in 1961 at the age of just five years old from a tick-born disease

called babesia, but she still remains a symbol of the bond between

humans and animals, as well as the proof that lions are capable of

a range of emotions including trust and friendship. She is buried in

Meru National Park in Kenya and many tourists still visit her grave

to pay their respects.

   

CHEWBAAKA

Rescued by the Cheetah Conservation Fund in Otijwarongo,

Namibia

The male cheetah, Chewbaaka, became the symbol of the Cheetah

Conservation Fund after being rescued from a trap on a livestock

farm when he was only 10 days old and on the brink of death. He

was raised by the founder, Dr. Laurie Marker, and became a

http://cheetah.org/
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beloved friend to her as well as an ambassador for conservation.

Much to everyone’s devastation, he passed away at the age of 16

from wounds that he incurred after a rabid kudu leapt into his

enclosure. However, even considering his untimely demise, he still

managed to outlive most cheetahs in the wild.

   

CHRISTIAN

Rescued by John Rendall and Ace Bourke

In 1969 Christian the lion was on sale in the London department

store, Harrods, and was bought by two men who gave him the

chance to roam free and resume his rightful place in his natural

habitat. In 1970 he was flown to Kenya and, with the help of

George Adamson, was returned to the wild in the Kora Reserve.

When John and Ace travelled to visit Christian a year later, their

reunion was profoundly touching and symbolic of the

extraordinary connection that the lion had with these two men. It

is believed that Christian ended his days in the Meru National

Reserve only a few miles up Tana River where he made his new

territory after leaving the Kora Reserve in 1973.
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Nicky the blind rhino ©Natalie Solveland, Lewa Wildlife Conservancy

NICKY

Rescued by Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Kenya
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Born in August 2012, Nicky is an endangered black rhino who is

blind as a result of a congenital condition caused by cataracts.

Taking this into consideration, the staff at Lewa Wildlife

Conservancy felt that his safety would have been compromised if

he were to have been left in the wild as he would have been

vulnerable to attacks from lions, or injury in the event of getting

lost. Instead he is given constant care from two experienced

minders and his boma even has a padded play area that has been

built with his safety in mind.

    Vets carried out an ultrasound in 2013 to establish whether his

condition could be corrected, but sadly the results showed that

surgery would not help him gain sight. As a result, he will always

need to be taken care of by humans.

      

UPDATE: Nicky is doing very well and growing nicely. According

to reports from Lewa, he is frisky and happy, and enjoys his mud

baths tremendously! Unfortunately, his best friend, another

orphaned rhino by the name of Hope, died of a gastrointestinal

related infection a few months ago, which affected Nicky and his

keepers terribly. However, the good news is that he has found a

new friend in the very tiny Kitui - a baby rhino that was born to a

blind mother in April 2015. The two of them spend all of their time

in each other's company and, as Lewa has just received approval to

open an orphanage on the property for rhino, elephant and all

kinds of ungulates, this dynamic duo will soon be introduced to

many more friends.

   

HOW TO HELP: It costs Lewa US$1,265 on average per month

to take care of Nicky properly so if you would like to help this brave
little fellow, you can donate to Lewa Wildlife Conservancy here.

http://www.lewa.org/
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Big Bird the pelican ©Kate Malone, Nomad Tanzania

BIG BIRD
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Rescued by Greystoke Mahale, Tanzania

   

Big Bird, the great white pelican, was only a couple of months old

when he was found on the shore of Lake Tanganyika in October

2013. Left injured and unable to fly after being dragged off course

by a storm, he was a very ugly duckling that has since turned into a

beautiful boy by the nickname of BB (which also affectionately

stands for Bad Boy or Bad Bird). He also has aspirations of

becoming a famous filmmaker as his GoPro antics are second to

none!

   

UPDATE: Kate Malone from Nomad Tanzania spills the beans on

everyone’s favourite pelican.

   

“Most of BB’s days are spent very leisurely. He generally doesn’t

like an early morning and will stay in his nest, which is the entire

thatched mess roof, whilst everyone is having breakfast. He’ll

ignore all of the guests’ pleas to come down and play, and will

often partake in one of his favourite games of throw and catch

from the comfort of his bed! He’ll then spend the next hour or so

preening his beautiful feathers before doing a spot of bird yoga.

Then he’s just about ready to head off for an adventure.

   He loves to fly to other beaches to see if anyone else is around to

play with him. His recent favourite thing to do is to annoy the

palm nut vultures by landing in their nests and honking at them

whilst they try to dive bomb him, which is very funny to watch. But

don't worry, no palm nut vulture chicks are harmed by his crazy

antics!

   We have two lovely resident lady warthogs that occasionally

stroll through camp to see what the afternoon cake is, but Big Bird

http://www.nomad-tanzania.com/


gets very defensive of his territory and loves to run at them

snapping his big beak, honking and wafting his huge wings in their

direction, hoping to scare them away. However, these ladies have

seen it all and aren’t afraid of him - a quick snort in his direction

and he comes running to hide behind me.

   BB is very fond of a little cuddle and a tickle under the wing. He

usually takes a liking to one particular guest within every group

and sticks by their side during their stay, during which he’ll stroll

along the beach with them and insist on escorting them back to

their rooms. Just last week some guests went back for an afternoon

siesta and found BB in their bed waiting for a cuddle!

   When he’s not being fussed over, he’ll take himself off around the

camp and find things to keep him busy, such as playing in the

mechanics workshop where he loves messing around with the

boat’s ropes, as well as boxes of nuts and bolts. Needless to say, he

usually comes out very dirty! However, his favourite time of day is

after tea when all of the guests go out for a fishing trip on the

boats. He automatically knows when it’s 4pm and he’ll always

come back at that time! He can’t fish for himself here as it’s not his

environment - pelicans need shallow water and their flock to help

gather the fish - but he’ll fly on to the top of the boat and watch

intently until someone else catches one. If the guests manage to

catch enough fish for themselves, BB gets the extras.

   BB is very much part of the Nomad Family in Mahale and his

future is here with us.”
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Nana the elephant ©Gaetan Pent, Thula Thula Private Game Reserve

NANA

Rescued by Thula Thula Private Game Reserve
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Jamie Joseph from Saving the Wild shares this legendary

pachyderm's story:

"In 2009 a traumatised elephant herd abruptly arrived at Thula

Thula Game Reserve in Zululand after their matriarch had been

shot. The late conservationist, Lawrence Anthony, together with

his wife and business partner Francoise Malby-Anthony, were still

laying down the bedrock of the reserve when the call came in...

“Take these elephants or they will be shot!”

    Lawrence, together with David Bozas, who was then a teenager,

spent the next few weeks trying to stop the elephants from

breaking out through the fence as they had done on the day that

they arrived. It was clear from the moment of their arrival that

Nana, the oldest in the herd, had assumed the role of matriarch.

Lawrence believed, therefore, that if he could make a real

connection with Nana then the rest of the herd would be able to

trust people again and make Thula Thula their home. After

countless hours of Lawrence and David talking and singing to

them, the herd was finally won over.

   I’ve been on assignment at Thula Thula throughout the month of

October and have been very lucky to lock in some quality time with

just David and the elephants. David, who is responsible for the

expansion of Thula Thula, is now working on a 3,500 hectare

extension of the reserve - a groundbreaking conservation

partnership with the local communities.

   In David's words: 'If you solve the problem for elephants, you

solve the problem for all wildlife because elephants need the most

space. And if we can’t save the big things, how are we ever going to

save the little things?'"

   

UPDATE: Jamie adds that "tragically Lawrence passed away in

http://africageographic.com/blog/author/jamiejoseph/
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2012, and 16 years later the herd that was once 7 is now 29. Nana

is now a proud grandmother of half a dozen kids aged between 1

and 13, and her graceful presence is always a favourite with guests.

   Every year on 4th March, around the anniversary of Lawrence’s

death, Nana leads the herd up to the main house where Lawrence

lived so that the family can pay their respects to the man that gave

them a new life."

   Nana is now approximately 52 years old and is the “peacemaker”

at Thula Thula where she is always the one who remains calm and

patient – be it when stopping Mabula from chasing the safari

vehicles or when she kindly but firmly breaks up the playfights

between the teenage boys. As a result, all the rangers always feel

safe viewing the herd when Nana is around!
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Emily with her first baby, Eve ©The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
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EMILY

Rescued by The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, Kenya

   

Emily was born in Tsavo West National Park at the end of 1993

and she was but one month old when she fell down a disused pit

latrine as she crossed from Tsavo West to Tsavo East with her

family. When this happened, the traumatised herd milled around

helplessly, which attracted rangers who were able to pull her out of

the pit. However, when she emerged she was covered with human

faeces, and the stench was so overpowering that her mother didn’t

recognise her and ran away in terror. Poor little Emily took four

months to recover from the ordeal of being rejected by her family,

and the psychological damage manifested itself physically as well.

   Nevertheless, over time she made a full recovery and became an

important member of the Nairobi Nursery at The David Sheldrick

Wildlife Trust. She became especially attached to an elephant

called Aitong who had suffered a blow to the head, which left her

only able to walk in circles. However, by holding on to Emily’s tail,

she eventually managed to walk in a straight line and made a full

recovery!

   After two years, gentle Emily joined the older orphans in the

trust’s Tsavo East Voi rehabilitation facility where she eventually

became a matriarch to the younger orphans, and she maintains a

strong affiliation with her orphaned family even though she is long

past an age where she needs to stay in the night stockades with

them.

   Having stayed at the Nairobi Nursery herself and been brought

up by a human ‘family’ that saved her life, she harbours no fear of

humans taking her young away from her. The evidence of this

came on 23rd December 2014 when, after having been absent for

https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
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much of the latter part of the year, Emily arrived back at the

stockades to give birth to her second calf in the company of the

people who had been instrumental in her own upbringing. She was

also accompanied by her orphan family, which filled the air with

trumpets of joy and were eager to help the little baby girl named

Emma to get up on her feet.

   A gentle and loving elephant, she is extremely well know thanks

to the BBC’s Elephants Diaries series.

   

UPDATE: Emily is now 22 years old and is the proud mother of

two gorgeous calves – Eve and Emma. She is a calm and friendly

elephant, and she lives in an extended family of about 16 elephants

that includes three wild-born babies. Since graduating from the

Voi stockades, she has remained in and around the area, returning

several times throughout the year to say 'hi' to the keepers. Since

the birth of Emma, she has remained close to ‘home’ as it is likely

that she recognises it as a place of safety.

   

HOW TO HELP: If you'd like to help elephants like Emily have a

chance for a brighter future, you can donate to The David

Sheldrick Wildlife Trust here.

https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/is/donate_now.asp


◄ Back Next ►
Picture 11 of 14

Shamavu the eastern lowland gorilla ©Rick Barongi, GRACE
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SHAMAVU

Rescued by Virunga National Park rangers, Democratic Republic

of Congo

   

Towards the end of 2011, Shamavu the eastern lowland gorilla was

rescued from the clutches of poachers by a team of Virunga

National Park rangers who posed as potential buyers in an

undercover operation. At just one and a half years old, this baby

gorilla was so small that he had been hidden in a backpack by

three poachers, who were arrested in the town of Kirumba in the

DRC. After his rescue, he was named in honour of the ranger,

Christian Shamavu, who led the mission to save him.

   The baby gorilla was then brought to the Senkwekwe Centre in

Virunga National Park where he was treated and cared for by the

Gorilla Doctors before being transferred to the Gorilla

Rehabilitation and Conservation Education (GRACE) centre,

which is located in the remote Kasugho region near the Tayna

Nature Reserve. As the only facility in the world that cares for

endangered eastern lowland gorillas that have been orphaned as a

result of poaching, the centre’s ultimate goal is to rehabilitate and

release the gorillas back into the wild when they’re ready. Poachers

can fetch up to US$40,000 from wealthy private collectors for

these gorillas and the growing gorilla trade is of high concern. It is,

therefore, of ultimate importance to restore this dwindling

population.

   

UPDATE: Today Shamavu lives within the sanctuary with 13

other gorillas in a single social group that acts as his surrogate

family. Like most five-year-old gorillas, Shamavu loves to play. He

is especially fond of wrestling games with his six-year-old buddy,

http://gracegorillas.org/
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Lubutu. Shamavu also has a very close relationship with 13-year-

old Pinga - an alpha female in the group that treats him like a

surrogate mother. Even though Shamavu is more than old enough

to walk on his own, he often wants to be carried by Pinga, which is

perhaps a consequence of having been deprived of his biological

mother at such a young age. This year, GRACE opened a 24-acre

forest enclosure, which is the largest of its kind in the world. This

means that now the gorillas have daily access to the forest to

practice skills needed for their survival in the wild, such as

foraging, nest making, and coordinating group movements. And

Shamavu is very much enjoying forest life in the ultimate gorilla

playground.

   

HOW TO HELP: Donations, no matter how big or small, are

vital to GRACE's programmes. If you would like to make a

difference in the lives of gorillas, click here.

http://gracegorillas.org/how-to-help/
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Stoffel the honey badger ©Moholoholo Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre

STOFFEL

Rescued by the Moholoholo Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, South

Africa
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Stoffel is an infamous honey badger that has wreaked havoc at the

Moholoholo Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, which opened its

doors to Stoffel when the farmer who raised him couldn’t handle

this little rascal anymore. As he had been imprinted at a young

age, he couldn’t be released back into the wild but he sure knew

how to fend for himself and would take over the kitchen at the

lodge by helping himself to the tasty meals. When he wasn’t

sticking his nose into the kitchen cupboards, he even broke into

bedrooms where he would delve into guests’ handbags to see what

goodies lay in store for him.

   Up for a good fight, he also tried to take on lions after he was

relocated to a quarter hectare camp. Unfortunately for him, he

didn’t come out on top of the scuffle and ended up in the hospital

clinic for two months. However, not one to be deterred, he still

tried to get back at the big cats when he was up on his feet again.

   The moral of this story is that a human-imprinted honey badger

can be a bit of a bother, but there’s nothing that this little

troublemaker can do that will stop the team or visitors at

Moholoholo from loving him, and as a result, he has become an

ambassador for his species.

   

UPDATE: Stoffel is now around 20 years old after being at the

centre for over 18 years. All is fine and dandy with him, and he has

even fathered two sons that have been lucky enough to get all of

their father's good genes.

   

HOW TO HELP: To keep Stoffel and his clan running around,

consider donating here to Moholoholo Wildlife Rehabilitation

Centre and decide how you would like your money to be spent.

http://www.moholoholo.co.za/
http://www.moholoholo.co.za/donations
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Russik the shoebill ©Megan Loftie-Eaton, African Parks

RUSSIK

Rescued by the African Parks team at Bangweulu Wetlands,

Zambia
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The Zambia Wildlife Authority and Intelligence Unit rescued rare

little Russik from the illegal wildlife trade in 2014 and he was

initially taken to Munda Wanga Zoo before Kerri Rademeyer, the

former field operations manager at Bangweulu Wetlands, was able

to arrange for him to be moved to Bangweulu at the start of 2015.

   When he first arrived, he wasn’t even used to eating catfish, the

staple diet of the shoebill, and got a huge fright when he saw a live

one! He adapted quickly however and, after just a fortnight, he

was allowed to wander off from the shoebill enclosure in search of

a fishing spot to his liking. In spite of his excitement at discovering

a particular pool that was a good food source, it still took the

prehistoric looking bird a while to get the hang of catching his

meals. As a result, the staff at Bangweulu would still have to feed

him every three to four days to ensure that he was getting

sufficient nutrients.

   

UPDATE: Russik is now a pro at catching food and, as he cannot

integrate fully back into the wild due to being imprinted, he is

fantastic for educating the community about this species and the

awful consequences of the illegal wildlife trade. He has started

exploring further away from Chikuni but he does return every few

days and will likely still require supplementary feeding until early

2016. That said, he has been spending increasing amounts of time

foraging on his own, and has been seen successfully catching fish

near Fibili Fishing Camp where he is clearly gaining confidence

and is in good condition.

   

HOW TO HELP: To make a contribution to conservation efforts

across Africa so that shoebills like Russik can live to survey

another swamp, donate to African Parks here.

http://www.africanparks.eu/Park_3_Bangweulu+Wetlands+Zambia.html
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Pangi the black-bellied pangolin ©Alexis Kriel, Sangha Lodge

PANGI

Rescued by Sangha Lodge, Central African Republic
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Pangi the black-bellied pangolin arrived at Sangha Lodge on 8th

December 2014 after her mother fell victim to the ever growing

bushmeat trade. Raising a one-month-old orphaned pangolin is a

monumental task as very little is known about their habits, and no

one had ever successfully hand-reared this species of arboreal

artichoke before the owners of Sangha Lodge. But Pangi was worth

the effort.

   When she was first brought to the lodge, she was fed bottled milk

but it was clear after a short while that she needed ants. So every

day the staff at the lodge would head into the forest to source ant

nests in trees until she was able to do this for herself. When it was

her turn to learn how to forage, it seemed that she was quite a

fussy eater but the team realised that it was just her natural

instincts kicking in when ants released a pheremone to deter her.

Nevertheless, she is in her element when in the forest!

   

UPDATE: According to one guest at Sangha Lodge, Pangi is loved

by everyone who comes into contact with her. She is exquisitely

beautiful, delicate and has a mind of her own. As a result, looking

after Pangi is a bit like keeping an eye on a very active toddler as

there isn’t anything that she won’t try to climb. Tree pangolins are

great acrobats and she's even been spotted hoisting herself up a

dangling piece of kitchen string! She has also been known to climb

up to 40 metres into the middle canopy of the rainforest that

borders the property.

   While most pangolin species are nocturnal, the black-bellied

pangolin is diurnal, which means that it's possible for the team of

highly experienced Ba’aka trackers to follow Pangi while she

spends her days foraging for ants before falling asleep at night in

http://www.sanghalodge.com/


the tangled blossoms of a palm tree.

   Pangi is currently undergoing a ‘soft release' and she recently

spent her first five nights alone in the wild while still remaining at

close proximity to her human carers, who monitored where she

slept for the duration of her escapade. She then arrived back at the

lodge to seek shelter in the middle of a storm - this being a benefit

of a soft release, which provides support for her during her journey

back into the wild and means that the lodge can respond to her

needs whenever necessary. As she is now self-sufficient, Pangi is

spending more and more time out in the forest on her own but still

comes back to the house every so often to demand something to

drink!
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Thandi’s inspiring story is one that many have heard and one that

continues to be a driving force in the fight against rhino poaching.

On 2 March 2012, this beautiful white rhino was attacked by

poachers along with two other male rhinos. All of their horns were

horrifically hacked off and they were left to bleed to death. The two

bulls did not pull through, even though one bravely fought for his

life for 24 days, but Thandi somehow managed to survive against

all odds.

   She required a great deal of expensive surgery and treatment for

a year until she finally developed a scab where her back horn had

once been. However, the skin below her former front horn was

weak so Thandi became the first rhino in the world to undergo a

skin graft.

   It was a horrific ordeal for her and the team at Kariega Private

Game Reserve, but her recovery has been miraculous and, as a

conservation success story, Thandi has kept the debate on the

rhino horn trade alive and the focus firmly fixed on preventing

poaching.

   At the start of 2015, she gave birth to a healthy bundle of joy that

has been named Thembi, which means ‘hope’ in isiXhosa, and she

is a delight to rhino conservation supporters around the world.

   

UPDATE: Thembi will be 10 months old in a few weeks and is as

perky and playful as ever. She is very inquisitive and loves to chase

wildebeest. She still spends most of her time near her mum, trying

to feed as much as she is allowed and often squeaks to try to get

some milk. Both rhinos are protected by the dedicated Kariega

anti-poaching team and both are doing well.
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